
HEADQUARTERS 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

IN RCCLY RWCR TO 

MEDP S-PO 

SUBJECT: Overexposure t o  Ion iz ing  Radia t ion  

THRU: - - C c a r s n a n d m e r L  

27 J u l y  1962 

TO: Commanding General 
ATTN: Surgeon 
Army Chemical Center ,  Maryland 

1. DA Message DTG 2518002 J u l y  (copy i n c l o s e d )  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
Thomas Buscovick of your comand rece ived  a dose of i o n i z i n g  r a d i a t i o n  
of 430 millirems dur ing  t h e  pe r iod  of 12-18 J u l y  1962. 

2. A dose of 430 millirems i s  cons iderably  i n  excess  of t h e  per-  
m i s s i b l e  t o t a l  body r a d i a t i o n  i n  one week. Should such i n c i d e n t s  r ecu r  
f r equen t ly ,  s e r i o u s  impairment t o  t h e  h e a l t h  of t h e  ind iv idua l  could 
r e s u l t .  

3. Request t h a t  t h e  cause of t h i s  overexposure be i n v e s t i g a t e d  and 
informat ion  on t h e  r e s u l t s  be forwarded t o  t h i s  o f f i c e ,  ATTN: MEDPS-PO. 
I f  a s s i s t a n c e  is d e s i r e d  i n  s tudying  t h i s  ma t t e r  o r  reviewing your r ad io -  
l o g i c a l  hygiene program, t h e  services of t h e  U. s. Army Environmental 
Hygiene Agency a r e  a v a i l a b l e  upon w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t  t o  t h i s  o f f i c e .  

FCR THE SURGEON GENERAL: 

1 I n c l  
a s r  Colonel,  Mc 

Chief ,  Prevent ive Medicine Div is ion  
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EPPS-PO 27 July 1962 

SUBJKXr twerexposure t o  Ionizing Radiation 

mu 8 Caaanding General 
S a c d  United States Army 
A T M  Surgeon 
Fort George G. hade,  Marylmd 

Tor Cabnbnding General 
Am1 Surgeon 
Amy Chemfcrl Center, Y u y l r n d  

1. f-fi k r r a g e  DTO 2!518002 July (copy inclosed) indicates that  
Tharpor Burcovick of your ccarnand received a dose of ionit lng radiation 
of 430 millirems durlng tht period of 12-16 July 1962, 

2. A dose of 430 millirems is cmridrrrbly i n  exceai of tho per- 
mirrlblr tota l  body radiation I n  one wok. 
frequently, reriaus Impaiment t o  the health o f  the individual could 
rewlt. 

Should 8uoh incidentr recur 

3. Requeat that  the cause of thir overexposure be i n w r t i g ~ t e d  8nd 
MPDPS-PO. inforartion on the results be forwarded t a  t h i s  of f ice ,  A m r  

I f  rr8htance is dorired i n  studying thir matter or rsv i rwhg your radio- 
loglerl hygiene program, the services of the U. s. Any Efivirorunentrl 
Hyglonr Agency are rvbilsble upon written request to Ulfr; office. 

1 Incl 
a s  

AbAM J. RAPALSKI 

Chfof, Preventive Medicine Dlvlrion 
Colmel, K 
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SMUE.IZ-SD( 27 Ju162) 1st Ind 
SUBJECT: Overexposure t o  Ionizing Radiation 

HQ, ?J. S. ARNY ZDG3VOOD ARS%!?AL, Army Chemical 

TO: The Surgeon General, ATTN: NEDPS-PO, Department of the  Army, 
Washington, 25, D. C. 

I n  compliance with paragraph 3, bas i c  communication, an i nves t iga t ion  
was conducted by th9  Health Physics Officer,  Nuclear Defense Laboratory, 
and t h e  following f a c t s  were ascertained: 

a. Off ic ia l  records r evea l  t h a t  Pvt  Thomas Buscovick received a 
dose of .018 millirems f o r  the  period 1 2  - 18 July 1962. The exposure of 
,1130 millirems i nd ica t ed  on the  Lexington Signal  Depot TWX i s  an exposure 
t o  a film r i n g  worn by Pvt  Suscovick and does no t  r ep resen t  an overexposure 
t o  t h e  t o t a l  body. 
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1st &, WAC 
A s s t  Adjutant 
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