HEADQUARTERS
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL.

. WASHINGTON 25, D.C.
IN REPLY REFER TO

MEDPS-PQO ' 9 October 1961

SUBJECTs Overexposure to Ionizing Radiation
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' Second-tndted—Statel At 2 11 OCT 1961
——ATN—SurgooR— ( o
P F!I!t G! " G M I u- 1 ] /
TOs Commanding Officer

U. S. Army Environmental Hygiene Agency
Army Chemical Centey, Maryland

1. DA Message DTG 061300Z October (copy inclosed) indicates
that John T. Whalen of your command received a dose of ionizing
radiation of 1650 millirems during the period 5 - 30 September 1961.

2. A dose of 1650 millirems is in excess of the permissible
total body radiation in four weeks. Should such incidents recur
frequently, serious impairment to the health of the individual could

result.

3. Request that the cause of this overexposure be investigated
and information on the results be forwarded to this office, ATIN:

MEDPS- FO.
FOR THE SURGEON GENERAL:

' bm
1 Incl DAM J. RAPALSK

as ' Colonel, MC
Chief, Preventive Medicine Division

Washington National Record Center
OfTice of the Army Surgeon General
Record Group 112

Accession #: 63 A- 45](|
Box #: %3
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MEDPS-P) | | 9 October 1961
SURJECT: Overexposure to Ionizing Radiation

THRU: Commending General
Second United States Army
ATTH: Surgeon
Fort George G. Neade, Maryland

T Cosmending ftficer
' U. S. Aray Envirormentsl Hygiene Agency
Army Chemical Centey, Marylend

1. DA Message DIG 0613007 “ctober (copy inclosed) indicates
that John T, ¥halen of your command received 8 dose of ioni:ing
radistion of 1650 millireme during the period 5 - 30 September 1961.

2, A dose of 1630 millirems is in excess of the permissible
total body radiation in four weeks. Should such incidents recur
frcq;ntly. serious impairmmnt to the heslth of the individual could
result, _

3. Request thit the cause of this overexposure be investigsted
snd iag:ntlon on the results be forwarded to this office, ATTN:

FR THE SURGEN GENERALs

1 Incl ' ADAR J, RAPALSKI
as Colonel, ae
Chief, Preventive Nedicine Division

/&»7/[QA4., é‘«*'«-7

fyv Roswell G. Dentelw . ¥
Lt Colonel, NC s N
Preventive Nedicine Division

-

Washington National Record Center
Office of the Army Surgeon General
Record Group 112
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USARHA-MR (9 Oct 61 lst Ind It Quillin/ a24g02
SUBJECT: (‘)vera:pos%re to Jonizing Radiation sdc/2h

HQ, US Arwy Euvircmmental Hygleme Agsney, ACC, Mi. - 27 0CT 1961

TO: The Surgeon General, ATIN: MEDPS-PO, Department of the Army,
'amm 25, D, C,

1. This Agency has investigated the reperted overexposure on Pfc John
T. Whalen during the period of 5-30 September 1961, The following
investigation was performed:

8. A survey of all sources of ionising rediation om hand at the
Arny Environmentel Hygiene Agency and a check of AEHA persounnel that could
have had eccess t0 sourees held at Army Chemieal Center,.

b. Repeated blood counts on John T. Whalen.

e. Correspondsnce with Lexdington Signal Depet as to type of
energy and time of exposure and review of film badge and controls

supplied by lexington Signel Depot. 1
2. Findings of the iuvestigation are as follows:

a. The sources of lonising radiation at ABHA consist of a T0
Kvpe X-ray unit, radium, and mierocurie standard sources of cobalt and
cesium, It is impossible that any of these sources could have been
respounsible for this exposure since Lexington advises that the energies were
above 1 MEV, and of rather short duration since the filter margins are sharp.
No person from ARHA has been listed on the logs of Army Chemical Center as
having entered an area vhere COba.lt6° sources are stored or used,

. be Blood counts on John T, Whalen are vithin normal limits.

c. Pfc Whalen is nevly assigned to the Agency, and this is
his first f£ilm badge record. He aid not work by himself. All of his
work wvas with one of the experienced health physics personnel of the
division. John T. Whalen was not outsids of the Agency in any of his
duties, However, he did take his film badge to the barracks one weekend
and several nights when he forgot to remove the badge from his whites,

Washington National Record Center
Office of the Army Surgeon General
Record Group 112

Accession #: 63 A- 45|
Box #: %3 .
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USAEHA-MR (9 Oct 61) 27 0CT 1961
SUBJECT: Overexposure to Ionizing Radiation

gb Comparison of the film from lexington and a test film exposed
to Cobalt ™~ to the same dose are such that further evaluation of this film
is felt to be unnecessary.

3. This Agency believes this represents a film badge overexposure

and not a record of the exposure to the individunal. The manner of exposure
cannot be determined despite a thorough investigation.

1 Incl CHARLES W. KRAUL

wd 1 incl Lt Colonel, MC
added 1 incl _ Coma.nding

2. Ltr SIGDL-UC atd 9 Oct 61

RO PO T S,
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