
IN REPLY REFER TO 

MEDPS- PO 

HEADQUARTERS 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

SUBJECT: Overexposure to Ionizing Radiation 

THRU: 
----Se- 1 9  S E F j 9 6 1  

' - 
Fort George G. Meade, Maryland 

SEP I 5 1961 

TO : Commanding General 
ATTN: Surgeon 
Fort Knox, Kentucky 

1. DA Message DTG 1121002 September (copy inclosed) indicates that 
SP-5 Reuben Adams and SP-5 Willie F. Waters of your command received a 
dose of ionizing radiation of 1530 millirems and 1800 millirems, respec- 
tively, during the period 6 August - 2 September 1961. 

2. Doses of 1530 and 1800 millirems are considerably in excess of 
the permissible total body radiation in four weeks. Should such incidents 
recur frequently, serious impairment to the health of the individuals 
could result. 

3. Request that the cause of the above overexposures be investigated 
and information on the results be forwarded to this office, ATTN: MEDPS- 
PO. If assistance is desired in studying this matter o r  reviewing your 
radiological hygiene program, the services of the U. S. Army Environmental 
Hygiene Agency are available upon written request to this office. 

FOR THE SURGEON GENERAL: 
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ROSWELL G. DANIELS 
Lt Colonel, MC 
Preventive Medicine Division 

Washington National Record Center 
Ofiice of the Army Surgeon General 
Record Group 112 
Accession #: W A -  3-511 
Box #: q? 
File: 
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AIBKK-P (15 Sep 61) 1st Ind 
SUBJECT: Overexposure to Ionizing Radiation 26 September 1961 

Office of the Surgeon, Headquarters,  USAARMC, F o r t  Knox, Kentucky 

T 0: The Surgeon General, Department of the Army, ATTN: MEDPS-PO, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

1. A survey of the dental section in  which the instances of excessive 
radiation dosages were  received was conducted by the Dental Surgeon, 
USAARMC. 

2. The investigation disclosed the following: 

a. Adequate protection equipment and devices a r e  available. 

b. Operating techniques conform to  the requirements  of TB MED 62. 

c. 
posures  a week. 

The dental radiographic unit p rocesses  approximately 2000 ex- 

d. The dental technicians had been instructed in p rope r  protective 
techniques. 

-- e. The noted exposures a r e  attributed to  lack of proper  individual 
c_ 

kprotect ive precautions and supervisory surveillance. 

3. Correct ive measu res  include the following: 

a. Specialist  Adams and Specialist Waters have been reassigned 
f r o m  the radiographic section precluding fur ther  exposure. 

b. All superv isory  and operating personnel  of the section a r e  under- 
going reorientation relating t o  protection against  radiation hazards.  

FOR THE SURGEON: 

1 h c l  
nc Lt Colonel, M C  

Chief, P r e v  Med Div 

2 

Washington National Record Center 
Oflice of the Army Surgeon General 
Record Group 112 
Accession #: 6 ? A -  +5[1 
Box #: 
File: 

Lsr3 



A1BK.K-P [ ; 5  Seij  t-:) le t  Ind 
SUBJECT: O v c r e x p s u r e  to Ibnjzing Radiatioa 

( i f f ' ce  u! the Surgeon, Headyu3r*,c,rr, UShARMC, Fort &ox, KentualrJr 

26 September 1961' 
I 

, 

d. 'I :IC d r  ~ : a l  tcc;znleinrd 4ad been jnrtructed in p;roper' protag#rs 
technique P P 

eb The noted rxpoiurem are e r i b u t e d  to lack of proper j,n&vidwl . 
protective p-tcautfor s and ~upetv irory  8 u r v e i k c e .  

3. Corrective mraeureea facluie a e  fomwifig: I 

a. Specialist A d k e  and Specidint Watezw h v e  bnbalrrtr,'igaod 

b. AU iuparvioory  and operating petro&eI of the ric&ue under- 

from the radiographic #action precluding further erporura.. ' 
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Lt Colonel, MC 
Chief, Prcv Med Div t 
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