
HEADQUARTmS 
JOINT TASK FORCE SI1;vEN 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C, 

5-3/72? 3 6 July 1954 

SUBJECT: Responsibilities for Care and Disposition of Native Inhabi tants  
of Rongelap and Utir ik  Atolls 

TO: Manager NAV1.960105.00SD 
Santa Fe Operations Office 
P. 0. Box 54m 
Albuquerque, Hew ldiexico 

1. ;E. James E. Reeves of  your agency telephoned t h i s  headqiiarters 
16 June and discussed w i t h  Colonel Byars, 5-3 Division, Eeadquarters JTF 
SEVXE, the  s t a t u s  of iir. Thomas A. Hardison as reprcsentative of General 
Clarkson on matters concerning',the care and disposi t ion of evacusted nz- 
t i v e s .  
s i b i l i t y  f o r  a l l  nEC matters pertaining t o  thc- Pacif ic  Proving Grounds. 

On U, i4ay 1954, CINCPXFLT requested CJTF SAVES t o  advisc t h a t  
agency of t h e  m e  of the  person who would represent CJI'I: S V E %  i n  the  
Forward x c 2  a f t e r  t he  personnel of Hcadquarters, JI 'F 3EVlTJ returncd to 
' J ash iq ton .  I n  order t o  avoid t h b  necessi ty  o f  leaving indcf in i te ly  a t  
Zhiwetok 3 staff of f i ce r  of t ' h is  headquarters, CJ'TF SEVEN dcsignatLd ir. 
Hardison his representat ive a t  Mwetok  i n  cor-ntction wi th  t h e  d ispos i t ion  
of native inhabi tants  of Rongelap and Utirik A o l l s .  m. b r d i s o n  visi ted 
Kwzjalein and Eiajuro Atol ls  several times and i n s  eminontly well-qualified 
t o  act as rcprcsents t ivc of CJTF dVEN in t h i s  mzttcr. 

The question is pert;.r\qnt since you assumed on 2 Juni: f u l l  wspon- 

2, 

3.  As you know, thc m t i v e  inhzbi tants  of Utir ik  Atoll have been re- 
turned from Kmjdein to t h e i r  home islcznd. 
Rongdap Atol l  kve. been tanporar i ly  rc1ocatt.d f o r  a period of about one 
year on Ejit Island of hajuro Atol l ,  whilc thc rzdioq-ctive c o n t d m t i o n  
of Rongcl~p decays t o  acceptable levels.  
extensive constructior, o r  repair w i l l  bc necessary on Rongclap Island when 
t h c  inhabitants of that atoll are returned t o  t h c i r  homes. 
it i s  doubtful t h a t  Holmes and Narver, Inc,, and t h e  .LEC Rcsidcnt Engiieer 
a t  Eniwctok will bc- called upon to t ake  furtLr act ion i n  rcgard t o  t h c  
czrc md disposi t ion of t he  natives. N r .  Hardison is, thor-forc, rclicvcd 
of  any rcsponsibility 3 s  CJTF SEJTEN reprcsentztivd in this matter. 

Thc nzt ive i n h b i t a n t s  of 

It is not now contemplatd th& 

Conscquentb, 

4, The r c s p o n s i b i l i t i i s  of in te rvs tcd  .?.gc.ncics for  t h e  continued 
care and disposi t ion of the nat ivcs  of  Rongclap and Ut i r ik  . , tolls  are 
dclincatcd f o r  your i n f o m t i o n  2s follows: 
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a. CLNCPX has ovcrall respons ib i l i ty  undcr the  Dcpartmcnt o f  
Dcfonsc f o r  tho  complction of t h c  project f o r  t h c  rcs tora t ion  of a t o l l s ,  
w i th  ..EC sssis tancc,  and f o r  t h e  rc turn  of ihh-bitants.  CIIIJOP.',O dclcgated 
t o  CINCP.',CFLT i t s  rcspons ib i l i ty  i n  this cohncckion. CINOP,,CFLS i r i s t h c t c d  
CO&IYINI:VST.JS.~~J t o  coor'dinntc and act  as i t s  3.0~31 fcp rcsmta t ivc  in tiic. d i s c  
charge 6f CDCPACFLT rcspons ib i l i t ios  i n  ~onnccf-ion d t h  t h c  displaced na- 
tiitcs. 
t o  r c p r c s m t  CINC?.,CFLT intcrcbts.  

CObSJ..VSTAXM',J dcsignat id  LCDX Robert N. BkdU the b o j c c t  Officcr 

b. Thc roat inc welfare and car3 of e l l  Marsh311 I s h n d  nzt ivcs  
are cohtinuing r e spons ib i l i t i e s  of tho High C o d s s i a m r ,  Tr'ust Ter r i to ry  
of thc Paci f ic  Xslmds, 2s cgcnt f o r  Dcpil-tmcnt cf t h c  I i h x i o r .  

c. ?ho Division of Biology and illodicine, .,EC, will continue t o  
monitor t h e  physic?-1 condition of t h i  m t i v o  ini;:bit?nts of 3ongcLip 2nd 
U t i r i k  ".tolls who -.arc exposed t o  r?dionctivc Contamin32on q.3 n r c s u l t  
of i h c  first shot  of t he  C..STLE series. Par t i c s  of mudic-.l and r?dsafe 
pc.rsonrd under thc  d i r ec t ion  of Division of Biology snd Hc.dicinb, AC, 
w i l l  visi t  thc  w t i v c s  2nd t h e  a to l l s  conccrned pc r iod ic i l l y  in ordcr t c  
observe t h e  ncdicr?l progress of the m t i v c s  and t o  asccrt?.in thL mrli.-st 
possible: time f o r  thc rc turn of the  Rongehp n i t i vcs  t a  t h o i r  hdmcs. Thc 
first visit of this -3C-sponsored group i s  planncd f c r  dgust Or hptdmber 
of t h i s  ycar. Rcprasmtativos of this headcpr t c r s  wiil accompany t h 6  .ZC 
pzrty.  

d. JTF SEVEN n a t u r i l l y  has n continuing i n t m c s t  i n  t h i s  u t t c r .  
JTF SEVZ! h,zs furnished funds t o  pay c c r t s i n  mcdiczl oxpmsoa f a r  t h e  nativcs 
while a t  Kwajzlcin, f o r  tix procurcmcnt of l i v i s t o c k  t o  r ip l acc  t h ? t  l es t  
as a result of t he  contani.m.tion, f o r  the constructian of  2 tt:mporiry v i l -  
lage a t  Phjuro ,,tall, fo r  t h e  purc i ias~  sf food and clothing s q q d i ~ ,  and 
f o r  othLr purposes. JTF SEVEN will continuc t o  provide fmds f o r  the  pra- 
vision of food f o r  thc Rongolap m t i v c s  whilc thzy xrz zt k - j u r o  m d  x i l l  
pay f o r  initid fJod stocks whm thzy a re  rcturncd tc t h e i r  homcs. 
7.2 wA1 rcp resmt  CJTF SEXEN a t  W m t o k  i n  conncction wi th  t he  disposi-  
tion of  LJ t i r ik  end Ron&zp natives, i n  thc: cvcnt iny problm ariscs wkich 
can and must be h-.ndlod z t  t he  Pacif ic  ?roving Grounds. 

CTS 

5. Smta Fe 0prT.tions Office has no routinc r c sponsFb i l i tLs  f ~ ?  
t hc  continuLd c m c  and d ispos i t ion  of t h s u  n - . t i n s .  
tcmpornry vil l?gc ; A t  iviajuro undcr t h e  supLrvision of Is. ihrdison w.s p a -  

'Thc mcc t ion  of thc 



5-31 
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of Rongelzp and U t i r i k  .,tolls 

formed with promptness and efficiency. 'Lccording t o  rcpor t s  reccivcd 
here, thc construction is oxcol lent ,  The assistaccc and coopcrrition 
providcd by Ilr. H-rdison and ids assistants is gro?.tly appreciatcd. 

Copy furnished: 
klr. T. .'.. Itzrdison 

U S X ,  Eniwctok 

CCG 7.2, Biiwetok 

.,.E/DM.'., ..TT€J: Lt Col . 

Grcenborg 

/s/ E. McGinlcy 
/t/ E. i4cGIlJTLZX 

ibhjor Gmcral, U.5. A , m Y  

Chief of Staff 


