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HEADQUARTERS
JOINT TASK FORCE SHEVEN
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

J-3/729.3 6 July 1954 ,

SUBJECT: Responsibilities for Care and Disposition of Native Inhabitants
of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls

70; Manager NAV1.960105.008D

Santa Fe Operations Office
P. 0. Box 5400
Albuquerque, New lMexico

l. Ur, James E. Reeves of your agency telephoned this headquarters
16 June and discussed with Colonel Byars, J-3 Division, Headquarters JTF
SEVEN, the status of ir, Thomas A, Hardison as representative of Genecral ‘
Cla: kson on matters concernlng the care and disposition of evacuated na- )k
tives, The question is pertigent since you assumed on 2 Junc full respon- Ty
sibility for all 4EC matters pertaining to the Pacific Proving Grounds. i‘

2. On 1k May 1954, CINCPACFLT requested CJTF oEVEN to advisc that |
agency of the name of the person who would represent CJTF SIVEN in the !
Forward arca after the personnel of Headquarters, JIF SEVEN returncd to it §
tashington, In order to avoid the necessity of leaving indefinitely at gy
Aniwctok a staff officer of tnis headquartcrs, CJIF 3EVEN designated ir.
Hardison his representative at Eniwetok in comncetion with the disposition
of native inhabitants of Rongelap and Utirik atolls. wnr. Hardison visited I
Kwz jalein and Majuro Atolls several times and was eminently well-qualified J |
to act as representative of CJTF oEVEN in this mztter, |

3. As you know, the native inhabitants of Utirik dtoll have been re- ‘
turned from Kwajalein to their home island. The native inhabitants of ]
Rongelap atoll have been tcmporarily rclocated for a period of about one IR
year on Ejit Island of Majuro .toll, whilc thc radioactive contaminztion AR
of Rongelap decays to acceptable levels, It is not now contemplated that '
extensive construction or repair will bc neccssary on Rongelap Island when !
the inhabitants of that atoll are rcturned to their homes. Consequently, Y
it is doubtful that Holmes and Narver, Inc., and the .EC Resident Enginecr
at Eniwctok will be called upon to take furthcr action in regard to the
care and disposition of the natives, Mr. Hardison is, therufore, rclicved ‘
of any rcsponsibility as CJTF SEVEN reprcsentative in “this matters I

4, The rcsponsibilitics of intercsted agencies for the continucd l

carc and disposition of the notives of Rongelap and Utirik atolls arc i
delincated for your information as follows: ;
i

el (2D

S



iR chpkonum‘o AT TUE NATIONAL ARCHIVES l

DECLASSIFIED PER EXE U'l'IVE ADER 12356, BECTION 373 5
NoupzR NATB. YRS A w j;’ ’ , DATE & l}

7 .
SUBJECT: Responsibilitics for Care and Disposition of Native Inmhabitants
of Rongelap and Utirik .itolls

a, CINCP.C has overall responsibility under the Department of
Defense for the completion of the project for the rcstoration of atolls,
with ..EC assistancc, and for thc rcturn of inhtbitants, CINOP.O dclegated
te CINCP..CFLT its rcsponsibility in this conncction. CINCP..CFLT irstructcd
COMN:.VST.K.iiJ to coordinatec and act as its local pupresontative in thie dise
chargc df CINCPACFLT responsibilitics in contcchbion with the displaced na-
tives. COMN..VST.KW.J designatcd LCDR Robert W. Wells the Project Officer
to represent CINCP.CFLT intcrests,

b, The routinc wclfarc and carc of all Marshall Island notives
are continuing responsibilitics of the High Commissioncr, Trust Territory
of thc Pacific Islands, as agent for Department of the Intcerior.

c. Tha Division of Biology and Medieinc, ..EC, will continue to
monitor thc physical condition of thc native inhibitants of Rongelap and
Utirik ..tolls who wecre exposcd to radioactive ¢onbaminoation 18 a result
of the first shot of the C..STLE scries. Partics of medicnl and radsafe
pcrsonnel under the dircetion of Division of Biology and Mcdiecine, &C,
will visit thc netives wnd the atolls concerned periodiecally in order tc
obscrve the medieal progress of the natives and %o ascertein the carlicst
possible time for the return of the Rongelap natives to their homes. The
first visit of this ..EC-sponsored group is planncd for .ugust or Scptember
of this ycar. Represcntatives of this headquarters will accompany the ..EC
party.

d. JTF SEVEN naturally has 2 continuing intcrcst in this matter.
JTF SEVEN has furnished funds to pay certain medical oxpenses for the natives
whilc at Kwajalein, for the procurcment of livestock to roplace that lost
as a2 result of the eontamination, for the construction of a temporary vil-
lage at Majuro (toll, for the purchase of food and clothing supplics, and
for othcer purposcs, JTF SEVEN will continuc to provide funds for the pro-
vision of food for the Rongelap natives while they are 2t Majuro and will
pay for initial food stocks when they are rcturned te their homes. CTG
7.2 will rcprescent CJTF SEVEN at Eniwctok in conncction with the disposi-
tion of Utirik and Rongulap natives, in the cvent any problem ariscs which
can and must be handled at the Paeific Proving Grounds,

5. Santa Fe¢ Operations Office fhas no routine responsibilitics for

the continucd carc and disposition of thuse n-tives, The crectiocn of the
tomporary village at Majuro under the supcervision of hr., Hardison was puer-
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formed with promptness and cfficiency. according to rcports reecived
here, the construction is oxccllent. The assistance and coopecration
provided by Mr. H-rdison and nis assistants is groatly appreciated. &
FOR THE COMM. .NDER: ]
/s/ B. McGinlcy :
Copy furnished: /t/ B. McGINLEY ;
Mr. T, ... Hardison Major General, U.S. .aomy ‘
US..EC, Eniwctok Chief of Staff 'i
.. ]
CIG 7.2, Eniwetok
~EC/DM.., ..TTH: Lt Col
Greenborg .
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