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* CONFIDENT 1 AL 

TO: Presfdcnt Warren Beiinis 

FROM: Edward A. Gall, M.D. 

Dear Warren: 

'The report  from the "Blue Ribbon Committee" .which has 
considered the Whole Body Radiation Project  has been care- 
f u l l y  reviewed. I think these people liave been most dedi- 
cntcd and have demonstrated a great  depth of wisdom. 

I t  appears t o  me tha t  a release could be l imited t o  the 
introductory 

think Ray Suskind would be the correct  person f o r  t h i s .  I 
would be glad t o  work with hiw-and Bud a l so  should be in- 
volved. 

ages and the surrmarics appearing on pages 16, 
23, 32, 4 6 ,  5 8 , 61 and 66. Editing would be dcskrcable and I 

My recommendation as t o  fu ture  act ion j.s contingent 
upon a careful  survei l lance of the  project  if it: continues : 

under i t s  present direct ion.  

This recommendation r e f l e c t s  my uneasiness with the 
varied character of the  infornat ion tha t  hos been provided 
from time t o  tiwe* This has not  been an indicat ion of 
nefarious purposes, but ra ther  an inherent supe r f i c i a l i t y  and 
disorganization. 
b i l i t y  of the Director of the Radiotherapy Dapartinent shared 
with the  Faculty Committee on Research. 

The watclidogging could be the responsi- 

I .  

There has been inore than suf f ic ien t  length of time 
' u t i l i z e d  i n  developing the preliminary phases of the study 

and it should enter  now into ''Pllase 111' a c t i v i t i e s  (care- 
fully planlied comparative study with other  therapeutic 
modalities) 
poses t o  heinatopoictic nooplasmds, 'Ewing tumor, and neuro- 
blastoma, turnors which are of ten treated by \J )~ole  body 
radiat ion.  
but  only 1 o r  a t  the most 2 of these (carcinoni of the colon 

It should moreover be liiiiitcd f o r  general pur- 

The s o l i d  tumor ccctcgory should a l s o  be pursued 



L 
8 ' a n i  lung). A lirrgcr nunbcr of c&s should Lc inc1udc:d pcr 

year i n  ordcr to  rcach conclusions niorc rapidly thrill l-ias bceu ?..- 
case heretofore. 
chemical arid psychological studies can not be applied iii coni- 
plctc dcpth. 

t i a l l y  toward a determination of palliative e f f e c t s  and clear 

tablished 

This should prevai l  even i f  thc dctuilccl 

The nature of tlic study should now be directcd csscn- 

' d e f i n i t i o n  of the criteria f o r  detcnnining t h i s  imst be es- 

The consent form as prcselitly constitutcd is a good one 
but it contains certain lenal phroscs that iilrrlio i t  unwieldy; 
these should be modified. Qgi'he comniittce indicates thal: thc 
mecl~anisws o f  patients witlidram1 fro111 the project s11oul.d be 
spec i f ied .  I think this i s  umecesstlry but t h ~  opportunity 

. 

for this should bc cn1pl1asizcd. 

The schciri of the cxperiinent s11crul.d be rn'ILorL'c c1.c.a.rI.y 
spec i f i ed  and bioiiietricz'r coiisideratioiis utilizcd bock in the 
plmniiig stage  and throughout thc study,  

The univers i ty  in general and the Nrdicst l  Center in 
particular should dcvclop c.1car pide1i i ics  in respcct to 

.. patient  "exploitation" by thc ncws n1c:dj.a. 

I know your iiiiplhd qucry is ,  "Should the Study bct contin- 
ued?" I be l icvc  i t  slioulcl be but: with chc lintitxtims i n d i -  
cated above. I've asked Bud t o  respond indepcndent ly ,  

Cordially, 


