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LOUISIANA HEALTH CHARITY HOSPITAL
MEDICAL CENTER OF LOUISIANA
LH C CARE AUTHORITY ° NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

July 14, 1994

H.D. Wesely, RADM, USN

Director, DOD Radiation Experiments Command Center
6801 Telegraph Road

Alexandria, virginia 22310-2298

Dear Rear Admiral Wesley:

We have been unable to obtain patient names from Tulane relative to
the Government-sponsored human radiation experiments conducted by
Drs. Burch, Ray, Threefoot, Kelly, Snedberg, Turner and Wilde. We
have researched office files and archival files to determine if
there was any method of identifying these patients. The disease
index only goes back to the late 1960’s. The 1likelihood that
medical records would be available 45-50 years later is slim, even
if names were available. Patient records are destroyed twenty (20)
years after inactivity has been established.

I have enclosed a document from George Meckstroth, M.D., Chairman
of the Radiation Safety Committee at Tulane for your information.

If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Jonathan RoPerts, Dr. P.H.
Chief Executive Officer

CP/dw
cc: Arnold Lupin, M.D.

William Cherry, M.D.
William B. Taylor, M.D.

1532 TULANE AVENUE, NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70140-1015



ulane

Office of Environmental Health & Safety
Tulane Medical Center

1430 Tulane Avenue

New Orleans, Louisiana 70112-2699
(504) 588-5486 FAX # (504) 584-1693

20 April 1994

TO: John E. Salvaggio, M. D.
Vice-Chancellor for Research

FROM: George R. Meckstroth, Ph. D. R
Chairman, Radiation Safety Committee

Re: George E. Burch, M. D.
Radioactive aterial Use
Tulane University School of Medicine
1950-1965

The following radioactive materials (By Product Material) was employed
at various times by Dr. Burch:

Rubidium-86 Potassium-42 Sodium-22, 24
Phosphorus-32 Cadmium-115 Cadmium-1135"
Krypton-85 Iodine-131 Chromium-51
Carbon-14 Iron-59 Strontium-90
Strontium-89 Cesium-134 Calcium-45
Chlorine-36 Selenium-75 Magnesium-23
Sulfur-35 Mercury-203, 205

Most of the above radiocactive materials were used in animal studies and
for "in vitro" human use.

The main thrust of Dr. Burch’s use of radioactive materials in humans
(in vivo) was renal and cardiac function. Chlorine-36 and Hydrogen-3 were
used in tracer work to study distribution and excretion, space and
intracellular-extracellular shifts in electrolytes. Other such studies
involved sodium absorption and the relationship between sodium and phosphorus
in the body including cadmium metabolites.

- ALL STUDIES WERE APPROVED BY THE UNITED STATES ATOMIC ENERGY

- COMMISSION, SEE COPY OF BY PRODUCT MATERIAL LICENSE ENCLOSED.
- RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS WERE ADMINISTERED IN TRACER AMOUNTS AND
- REVIEW OF ACTIVITY ADMINISTERED REVEALS THAT ALL RADIONUCLIDES
- WERE WITHIN ACCEPTABLE DIAGNOSTIC RANGES FOR THE "STANDARDS OF
- THE TIME."



In 1965, Tulane University Medical School was given approval for a broad
Radioactive Materials License and in the latter part of 1965 Dr. Burch’s
individual Atomic Energy Commission license was terminated. Since 1965 the
use of all radiocactive materials has been approved by the Radiation Safety

Committee and the Committee on Use of Human Subjects when subjects were
involved.

Advise if additional information is required.

GRM:gvs



OJISIANA BOARD OF NUCLEAR ENERGY -£.080X XX CAPITOL STATION® BATCN ROUGE, LOUISIANA 708
B 44033

July 27, 1965

Dr. George R. Meckstroth

Tulane University

School of Medicine

Department of Radiology -
1430 Tulane Avenue

New Orleans, Louisiana 70112

Dear George:

Enclosed is a copy of AEC License 17-833-1 issued to
Dr. G. E. Burch. This license expired July, 1965 and has
been renewed recently until July, 1970.

I am wondering if this license should be included in
your new broad-form license for the Tulane Medical School.
I thought that this might be one of the licenses which was
not cancelled when you changed to your broad-form license.
If you need my assistance in transferring this over to your
broad-form license, please let me know.

I am disappointed with the response to the Health
Physics Society chapter at this time. Only Jesse Brasher
and A. C. Dudley have responded from Mississippi. I have
heard nothing from the group at Ingalls Shipyard.

Sincerely,

y . Parker, Ph.D.
ector
Division of Radiation Control
RAP:ot

Enclosure
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