DECLASSIFIED
REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES Authomy /4//‘/0);/ EC] 7)——

| By 722 NARA Date 126
— _— /t
RCC7.960516.002
AFCS5G-15 19 Jenuery 1960

MFMORANDUK FOR LIRUTERANT CGENZIRAL CRAIC

SUBJECT: Support to H. J. Res. 7, 8lst Congress - Froposal to
Fstablish an Arctic Health Hesearch Inatitute in Alaska.

1. Tt is considered that the following should be cited ag ree-
gons for the necassity of establishing thia institute:

a. It should be established immediatsly that even & lay in-
dividual notes the prevalence of 11l health and insanitary conditions
that interfore seriously with normal 1ife in Alaska.: The impaot of
these conditions make one aware of the vital neceszsity for good health.

b. Tuberoulosis is 2 major problem in Alaska. The death
rate 1z nine times as great as that in the nited States and hospital
bede are not available for the majority of these ocases. In some areas
326 percent of the population is suffering from tuberculosis.

c. Visual defects are quite commonly noted. Many of these
defects could be prevented by proper medical eare during their acute
phases. .

d. Communicable disease in general iz much more severs in
Alaska than in the United States and the death rates f{rom pneumonia,
diphtheria, and scarlet fever are much higher. The lack of sdsquate
medical care is dirnctly contributory to thase hlgh death rates.

e, In the field of environnantal sanitation one really secsg
tho major problems of Alaska. Sanitary water supplies are a mainstay
in any public health program. iVater sources, distribution systems,
and treatment facilities that will funotion prop.rly in sovere oold
nuut be developed.

f. Sewage disposal systems and troatment planta that do not
freeze up in the severe cold must be designed for provision of this '
important serviee to the population of Alaska.

ge Proper regulation of food supplies through good sanitary
practice from source to consumer 1s necessary. Research to determine
what constitutes good practical sanitary practice in these areas should
be initiated.
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he The disposal of garbage and other waste is an unanswered
problems These materials must not continue to be colleoted in dumps.
To date attempts at burial or burning have mot been praoctieal.

1. The construction of shelter with economiocal heating 1is
an unanswered problem.

§+ The provision of adequate housing and correction of the .
ovorcrowdcd oondition that now exista should go far to alleviate some
of the communicable disease problems that accompany overcrowding.

k. The development of olothing which provides adequate
warmth in severe cold without undue restriztions is a major prodblem.

1. FHesearch in the basic predlems of nutritional require~
ments in severe cold and the adaptation of avallable foods to meet
these requirements must be done. This must be related to survival
under conditions of extreme cold, 2s well as related to the problem
of dlsedse resistance and convalescence.

me. The sniire problem of the basic physiolopy of the indi-
vidual living under severe climatic condiitions need be studied and the
knowledge gained be applied to produoo effioient utilization of man-
power in Arctic areas.

n. The control of insects is far from satisfactory. In
many areas during the summer months these insects are in such density
and bite so seversly as to preclude outdoor activity.

o. Little is knowmn of the prevalence and distridution of
animal diseases in Alaska and of their impsct on the genoral health
of the territorial population.

2, The reasons cited above cannot be considerad to he ths of-
ficial opinion of the Surgeon General, USAF, nor to indicate that he
supports the establishment of such an institute. H. J. Res. 7 states
that the institute is "for the use of the Public Health Service in
carrying on rescarch and other activities pursuant to the Fublic Realth
Service Act {42 U.P.5., Ch. 6a), with particular emphasis on health
problems pertaining to the Arctic regions and in cooperation with the
Vedical Departments of the Armed Forcea end with other private and
public sgennies in carrylug on suoh achivitiese"” The effect this
might have on military medlcal resesrch cannod be clearly foreacen.
¥ilitary medical problems are not synonymous with oivilian jmedical
problems in Alaska.
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3. The reasons quoted in paragraph 1 would appear %o indicate
the need for the establishment of such a research institute. ilowover,
many of the problems would be corrected by the apiglication of medical
knowledge now available snd by provision of adequate medical fmcili-
ties (othor than research) and funds to Alaska. Those problems in
whioh resgearch is needed could well be studied by competent groups
from recognized research installations (contracts with wniversities)
roinpg to Almska, collecting data, and returning to the United Statos
for the completion of their studies. Attached ss Inolosure No. 1 is
a momorandum from Dr. Complon, Chairman of the Research and Development
Board, to Gmneral Ruffner, of L. and L. Division, Department of the
Army, indicatine their position on this laboratory. The Alr Force of-
ficially oonourred with Inclosure Noe 1. Inclosure No. 2 is a second
letter from Dr. Compton to General Ruffner reaffirming this position.
Inclosure No. 3 18 a similar letter from Dr. Compton to the Hon. Robert
Crosser, Chalrman, Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce; which
committeo i1s considering H. J. Res. 7. Inclosure No. 4 is a copy of
a letter %o M. Crosser from the Department of the Army, in which a
more nom-cormittal position 1s taken. inclogure WHo. 5 is a copy of
He Jo Rese Te

4. In vinw of the opinions expressed by others and cenourred
in by the USAF that hoslth would be more improved through Lhe provision
of medical service rather than medical resssroh, it is not considered
that support of the Arctic Health Institute {s Indicated.

b Inols: DAN €., O0LFE
Listed above drigadier Ceneral, USAF (XC)
Deputy Surgeon General
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SERORATDGT FOR SAJOR GRUADSAL CLAR L. AUFFHL

LOGISLATIVE AND LIAISQD pIVISION

DECAITMTHT OF T AR

#DOM 3C 912, TUL IEITAGON
CUDFTCT: . Ba. J..lesoluticn 7, "iubtiorinlug si appropriation for i
' construction of bulldipgs for resezreh In Arclic L
Loalth to be copducted by the Fublic licalth Fervices®

1, In accordsnce with eotoblished rroceduréd, 1 an subnitiing heree
vith my commeonts on the subject resolution in order to usslist you in the
process of formulsting o coordinated report from the Nationsl Military
Estoblichmente I would anpr: clnote it, if the finsl vorsion of your
report could be coordinsted with me. o N

2¢ A rvoview of tho health probleng In Alogka indle tes that these
problems, insofor as the non~uilitary is concerned, are not essontlully
different fronm those chserved la the lalted Stutes. Thatever diffcrences
there ngy be sre on & cusnbtitetive busis, or higher Incideace, of cortaln
disensce such o8 tuborculosis and venoresl discusese These rrollems,
waich are presently of great importence to Alneky, sre not due to the lack
of rescarch and develoyment in these diserves, but rnther are due to
insulficlent funds for an adequate torritorinl heslth service, medical
wergonael and hosplitals, perticulsrly tubsrculosis sanatorias. Thene
inrdevuscles may be defined as coming wnder the hesding of "medical sorviceé
rather than Mretic heoith rec rche® Consecuently, I cennot recozmend en-
dorsenent of H. J. Resolutlon 7 2t the present time.

3, FWith resuect o resesrch nnd development in environmental problems
in Aredte reglons now confronting the nllitsry, you »ill doubtless recelve
detailed informadion Crom the several Departments. I should like to stute,.
howaver, that it 1s my impression thut the medlcal services have facilities
for studying these problems to the extent wilch present funds and nualified
~edienl sersonnel rermit. The First Arctic Test Detnchment ( ) 18
locsted st Fort Chumrchill, lisnitobs, Cenadoj the Navnl Hesearch imborstory
iz lacsted ot Zoint Berrow, Aloskaj sud the First Arctic fero-Medical
Laboratory (Alr Force) Ls located at Fairbunkse, Aluska,

4e  Since sdditiontl foellitieg any be recuired Wy the Arnmed Forces
in the future for lnverbipntion of enviromzentul honlth roblens in the
Arctic, I do not consider 1t ndvisable for the ¥ationmnl 111tsry Latab-
lishnent %o comit 1toelf for coosretion in sueh ool =4 with the UeTe
Bublic ilealtnr “rrvice and to uso the sroposed fucilitinn, ns specifiod
in the sixth recital on woge 2 of tho Begolution — "@ncvons the “vblie
ionlth Serviece 1s nrep red to conduct und assist in the conduct of
regenre’: in Arctle Hesltl: ~roblewns, md the pedienl dersricments of the
2rned Forces ~nd other governmentnl snd nongovernmental ngencles are
proserad 0 coon Tote in such rese rch, if sdecu te freilitiee aro nnde
svallohlel? '
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Notlonnl MilAbury Fubeblichnent
ATACL G AUR DEVELOPUIENT 10 RD
Tishington 25, De G

Ci, 1949
MEMORARDIUA POR:  Usjor General Cleork L. Baffner
Cnioef, Leplelative sad fiadeonr Division
Desnrtment of Ve ary
SUBTRCTS He Jo flggolution 7, ruthorizing PAciroprintlion for

the Gonstruction of uildings and Facllities aear
the University of &lurka for Resesren in srctic
Healthe® :

Tnig 1lg with refeorence to vour nemorandws of Anril 7, 1943, truns
nitting for coordinction a rovosed revort to the linune Intorstate ~nd
Foreign Comnerce Committon on the above resolutlon, lense vofer nlso
to my mesmorandun to you of March 7, 1949, on the smme subject,

I hove re-examined this twsttor wmd 1 @ still of the opinlon thnd
nrohlems pecullnr to Aretic nmedicine do mot justify the eatrbiishment of
. gpecial recesrch lsborstory of the size contemplated by this resolutiou.

Tha rosolution atatss 8 one of ita objectives tie stinulotion of
sattlement of Alvska. & far proster value for this purpo:e could be
. derlved from praster public health facilities puch -8 hospitnls, cliniocs
and more sffective senitation, thaa from construction of = laboratory
of this tyse. I hopa, th refors, thut you will modify the Capnrtnent of
the Army's provosed resort, in order, ot least, to ludicnte the ins TO=
rriateness of constraction of thig leboratory snd the frot thnd the ¢Xe
oresasd murpose does not anpenr to justify the cost,

Signed: F. H. Richirdson
for

thnirmmn

e . ——-’_’__’/’.—-——___‘__‘_____,__,__‘_,,,,
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iionorable fobert Crooner

Choirean, Comaities on intorni tc
end Foreign Comarrce

liouco of Re renentntives

W\ﬂhiﬂm; Da Co

Desr My, Crosrev:

Zefereice Lo made to vour reuucst to the Secretary of Defsase for the
views of the ilatlomal iilitary Fstablichment vith rosoect to He'Je Eose 7, .
8ipt Cousrscs, = joint resolutlion MAuthorizing sn nrprourlation for cone
ctruction of tmildings end facilitles 4in or neur the Unlversity of Alaske
for raorenrch in Arctic henlth.% The Becretary of Defense his delegrted {o
the Resporch: snd Dovelovasnt Dorrd the rospensiblliity for ex*raasi&y the
views of the Nationnl Hilitery F«mmw}.meﬂt.

The Joiat Hesolution -roposas tc‘nuthor‘ze engromiation of not more
tha §7,775,00 for tie construction of hul! dinps rad facilition for on
iretic health Lnatitute in ta» vlvinlw aof the University of Alugka, for
the warponn of conv'usding resesrel in Aretle penlih in order Lo jrosote

Puprtlior settlement nd econgnie uﬂV@lOﬁment of twe Tervitory of ‘lackn,

Thene fmﬂillt»e would be for the ure of the Yublic lerslth fervice in
onyrying on resenrch cnd othyor activitlies cursunst te ihe Jubile fiealth
el (52 UsSells, th GA) with Darticulrr oawhq esis on henlth sroblems rertaine
ing to the Arctic regions, nnd In cconavation with tho modlenl de irtuents
of the srred forces »nd ith other mbile snd orivete «rencies In ¢ rrying
on such cctivities.

L royiew of the henlith orobvlers of Alushka indietes thot thece croblo s,
farofnr o8 the nonenilitry 1o emncornsd, wre nod esrentinlly ¢iff rond froc
thoao obne wed In the United Stntess Vantever diffevences there oy he nre
on o runatitetive heolgyencecifisnlly, the highor incidence of certnin dis-
sagay mieh -2 tabareulesie snd vencrenl Cleewgess Theve orobieng, undoubte
cdly of rrest Lrvortance to Alesks, result not, hovever, from luck of research
vad devolosment in these digeices, bubt rother froa lnmufficient fiuds for un
adeoou te territorisl heanlth eervice, nedicsl nersoanael, wnd hen ltnle,
;)urtﬁcwl'“r’.ly cakeroulosis oennborize  These in~decuzcien 0011 within the
seading of Wedicnl eovrvien? rathey then "aretle Heelth renerxch,® For this
voanom 14 e ot recamended Lt He Je fe8. T Lo onncted o4 the precendt tite,

14 mirht be o odded taed, Yoz o nilit oy o odnb of vier, the vedicl
pervices aof the Lirece desprtonts sfelrm»i*" vowe [uellltien Cor yroeerel G
coyolorment ln eavivonsendal woblens o aretle roglo 1.-., . ,ﬂ 1‘"‘«:5.3.1.&-':3
eon preaently etudvingg there cecblens Lo Soe oxtout thot s b unde and
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fretic Test Letochment (e by lomnted ot ropt Churenildl, dendtebe, Conads R

the Huvnl Resenreh Labor- bory Polnt Bervow, flvstay oo e firet Srctic

Lero-edionl horntery (8- Yoree), Folrbinks, Mdering  Clpee ndditliona
fuellldles may yo Pocuired Uobhe aroed Forees tn tha futu far the .
vestigation of envirvenments] nendth cvoblets 1n the ‘retic, 148 not ‘
coneldersd advisolie for the Tationwl dildtary istablishnent to commit ‘
iiself for cooperstion in su , Zosesrel with the Ue So FPublic necley Service,
tud to wie the [ncilitios vroposed in the Yublect forolution (aixta recital
o opge Z}e It geens slpo Lossible that the U, 5. “ublic Health Cervice
“det consider the cooraiating of the wilitery gorvices 0 include the
Luradshi 5 of suen »rofession i wnd bechnioal og- istance ac nlght he RECOS~
81ry to fulfldl the raculrennate of s'eciflc proprams, e you may e nwnre,
the presont susdy of tedlienl 2 reonnel in the Aroed Forses hia rezched n
¢ritlesdly lov point and 1t is difficult %0 vigwlize the wedicnl servicea
of the Depnimenta veing in o >oaition to ronder sush «aclstance on any
aubatuitinl scalg. : ‘

" Thig rapord hins beeu goordin: bed sreny e Doerdesnt, i Boerde in
bie Hatlonl 431iy po Lotobrdshiment in e o depeo witn rrelc %reg wreseribod
by the Sncratary of Uefoisoe :

Tha Purecu of the Abpet hes been consulind, "no cdvises thet there is
no objeatlon to the wubalsslon of the rraposed leglulatlon for this consider—
atlon of tha Congross, » :

Sineurely vours ’
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