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Bundle  Branch Block as a Temporary Phenomenon 

in !&yr otoxicosis 

Report of a Case, , 

and 

Aehton Grsybiel 
Captesin (E) (usno 

The following, In-so-far a8 we are amm, is the first recorded 
inetaace of bundle b m c h  block associated with thyrotoxicosis i n  
which normal conduction was restored follow3n& p a r t i a l  thyroidectolpy. 
Of added Interest was the fact that this ocourred in 8 young female 
twenty-seven years of age who presented no definite evidence of heart 
dlseaee followhag the relief 0f the thyrotoxicosis. Indeed, all at- 
tempts t o  re-induce the bundle branch block af’ter thyroidectcmy were 
unsuccessful. 

A r e v i e w  of the literature concerning the association of bundle 
braneh block w i t h  bypertkuooldiam discloees only f i f teen cases in all. 
Five  cases are reported by Gordon, Soley, and Chamberlain (1); four 
of the i r  patients were over forty-two years of ageo the f i f t h  be- 
thirty-one years old, and In  all the conduction defect is ascribed 
t o  co-exist- coronary heart disease, Cordon et  al do not s ta te  whe- 
ther intraventricular conduction i n  any of their cases reverted t o  
normal a f te r  tbyroidectq .  
block a m  mentioned by Goodall and Rogers who do not describe the age 
nor sex of the patients. Coelho (3) describes one case of prolonged 
QRS duration without givfng my clinical  details. 
ecribes one ease in er sixty year old female. Remos, Melo and Ferraz 
(5)  found two cases of bundle branch block wong seventy hyperthroid 
patients. Roee, Wood, and Margolies (6) describe a twenty-nine year 
old woman whose right bundle branch block has persisted for the three 
years of observation, and who has shown no other evidence of heart 
disease. The ra r i ty  of bundle branch block in thyrotoxicosis is fur- 
ther emphasized by the faat tbt no mention of bundle branch block 
ie made fa eeveral ccmprehensfve articles on the electrocardiogram 
in hygerthyroidimn(7-14); and in the standard texts, only Thanas (13) 
aentions the oceurPance of!’ bundle branch block ia thyrotoxic heart 
disease, In no case mport that we have Been has them been described 
reversfan t o  nollDal $ntraventriculaP conduction afD0el; trscltmeat of tho 

Five more cases of right bundle branch 

Damsshek (4) de- 
- 
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:ig. I A: Bundle branch block 
during thyrotoxicosis and 
B: Normal rhythm following 
thyroidectomy. 
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