
RCC2.960530.013 

STATEMENT OF DAVID GRIES 

..-- 

Before the Subcommittee on Administrative Law 
and Governmental Relations 

Committee on the Judiciary 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Wednesday, February 2, 1994 

Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman. M y  name is David Gries, 
and I am the Director of the Center for the Study of 
Intelligence, Central Intelligence Agency. The Director of 
Central Intelligence has appointed me as the CIA's 
representative to the interagency working group on radiation 
testing. I am pleased to testify today on the CIA's efforts 
to determine whether the Agency ever took part in any 
radiation testing on human beings. Although our searches 
continue, we have not found any information thus far 
indicating that the Agency ever conducted or participated in 
such testing. 

I would like to describe the extensive efforts we are 
making to search our  records. On Tuesday, 4 January 1994, 
CIA started an Agency-wide search fo r  records bearing on any 
possible CIA involvement in testing the effects of radiation 
on humans. A steering group was established to coordinate 
the effort. We focused our efforts initially on records 
pertaining to the MKULTRA program, which I will briefly 
describe. 

The MKULTRA program was established to counter 
perceived Soviet and Chinese advances in brainwashing 
techniques. Between 1953 and 1964, the program consisted of 
some 149 subprojects which the Agency contracted out to 
various universities, research foundations and similar 
institutions. Some of the subprojects involved drug testing 
on unwitting human subjects, but most involved other areas 
of behavior. In 1963, the Agency's Inspector General 
inspected the program and issued a report on MKULTRA.  The 
Agency destroyed most of its MKULTRA records in 1973. 

In 1974 and 1975, the Rockefeller Commission and Church 
Committee conducted extensive investigations of C I A  human 
research activities, relying on extant documents, interviews 
and testimony. Both of these bodies issued public reports 
that discussed the MKULTRA program in some detail and noted 
that "radiation" was one area within the MKULTRA program 
charter. In 1977, CIA's discovery of program financial 



papers enabled CIA to reconstruct files on virtually all 
MKULTRA subprojects and led to another Congressional 
investigation and testimony before the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence and Senate Committee on Human 
Resources. Once again, these Committees issued public 
reports discussing the MKULTRA program in detail. Most 
Agency records on the MKULTRA program were declassified and 
made public long ago. 

These extensive and public investigations made it 
possible for our current researchers to assess virtually 
every one of the 149 subprojects and to follow up those that 
looked of interest. The task was made easier by the fact 
that the M K U L T R A  program files are centrally located. In 
addition, CIA researchers are reviewing the extant records 
from other programs (largely drug related) that may have 
conducted intrusive research on humans. We are also 
reviewing and checking the voluminous documentation on 
intrusive research compiled in response to the Rockefeller 
Commission, Church Committee and SSCI/SCHR investigations, 
as well as the approximately 11,000 pages of documents 
released in response to Freedom of Information Act requests. 

We also studied the 1963 Inspector General's report on 
MKULTRA and a 1973 compendium of employee reports of 
improper or illegal activities. We interviewed more than 4 0  
current and former employees, ranging from former XI'S to 
the scientists and medical personnel most likely to have 
conducted or been aware of radiation testing, had it 
occurred. Simultaneously, Agency records managers and 
offices are carrying out wide ranging searches for any 
indication whatsoever of radiation testing. I should 
emphasize that we have based our search inquiries on the 
broadest and most comprehensive usage of the term 
"radiation.. 

To date, CIA has found no evidence of any ionizing 
radiation testing on humans ever carried out under its 
auspices. Further, none of the employees or senior officers 
whom we consulted, and who were in a position to know, have 
ever heard of the Agency conducting such an activity. 

We believe the statement appearing in the Rockefeller 
Commission and Church Committee Reports originated as 
standard phraseology in early documents mentioning radiation 
as a potential area of MKULTRA research. However, we have 
not located any documents thus far showing that radiation 
testing on humans was pursued. 

Despite these findings, a vigorous research effort 
going beyond the MKULTRA program is continuing. Computer 
searches of data bases are underway throughout the Agency, 
and an effort is being made to locate any records that may 
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have been missed when MKULTRA files were reconstituted in 
1977. 

That was the past, what about now? Since they took 
effect, the Agency has strictly followed H H S  regulations 
pertaining to the conduct of human subject research. We 
have established an internal review board and rigorous 
procedures to ensure that any proposal for such research 
complies in every respect with these guidelines. In recent 
years, very few proposals have been considered and certainly 
none have involved radiation or drug testing on human 
beings. 

In conclusion, thus far, CIA has found no evidence of 
any kind that the Agency has ever deliberately exposed any 
person to ionizing radiation, whether for research into 
human behavioral modification or for any other purpose. 
Our research continues, however, and will not conclude until 
we are certain that all pertinent records have been 
reviewed. We are committed to locate, review and declassify 
any evidence of ionizing radiation experiments on humans. 

I. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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