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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Hearing on Human Subject Radiation Experiments: 
Progress on Records Search and Ethical Evaluation 

For 
Senate Committee on Governmental Affairs 

1.0 GENERAL 

The Senate Committee on Governmental Affairs conducted a hearing on Human Subject 
Radiation Experiments: Progress on Records Search and Ethical Evaluation on 1 December 
1994. Senator John Glenn of Ohio presided over the hearing in Room 342 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building in Washington, DC. Senator Glenn was the only Senator present for the hearing. 

2.0 CHAIRMAN'S INTRODUCTION 

Committee Chairman, Senator John Glenn, opened with remarks about the plans and 
progress of the Executive Branch in its search on human radiation experimentation. This 
meeting focused on the issues raised by the interim report and reviewed the progress of the past 
six months, consider the Advisory Committee's plans for the remainder of its tenure and discuss 
the ramifications of the Committee's dissolution for the ongoing government-wide records 
search. Senator Glenn supports the proposed Charter of the National Biomedical Advisory 
Commission that includes in its mandate the examination of the protection of the rights and 
welfare of research projects. 

2.1 
the Advisory Committee and the Department of Energy have taken the lead to create an open 
environment. Senator Glenn wants to find out from the hearing how they can broaden the public 
credibility of the process. He finished his statement by expressing his support of our 
government's actions during the Cold War and that now it is becoming apparent that the main 
reason for the classification of the radiation experiments records was not national security but 
instead fear of lawsuits and personal culpability. 

One major theme Senator Glenn wants to pursue is credibility. He acknowledged how 

3.0 WITNESS TESTIMONY 

for human radiation experimentation records. 
Testimony was presented by three panels of government officials involved in the search 

3.1 FIRSTPANEL 

The first panel consisted of Mr. Victor S. Rezendes, Director, Energy and Science Issues 
Resources, Community and Economic Development Division United States General Accounting 
Office and two members of his staff: Mr. Dave Brock and Mr. Guy Fall. 



3.1.1 Mr. Rezendes gave a brief overview of the ongoing federal effort to locate, analyze, and 
disclose the details of U.S. government activities that exposed humans to radiation between 1944 
and 1974. Mr. Rezendes feels even though the federal agencies and the independent Advisory 
Committee have been fully committed to fully understanding the government's Cold War 
activities in regards to human radiation, we may never know the full story because: of the 
difficulty of locating, records (if they exist), which describe experiments involving humans from 
20 to 50 years ago. He stated that agencies are using inconsistent definitions for their searches 
and on the whole have not verified the accuracy of these searches. Federal agencies are having a 
difficult time finding persons who were involved in the Cold War radiation experiments which 
could hinder the completion of one of the major objectives of this work--to contact the subjects 
of radiation experiments. 

3.1.2 Mr. Rezendes is concerned that the Advisory Committee will not be able to complete its 
work within their 1 -year charter. The Advisory Committee has received an estimated 250 
thousand documents to date. Everyone involved in the project is overwhelmed with the 
unexpected number of materials. This has raised some concern that the Committee will not be 
able to complete an "adequate job'' in the final six months of its one-year charter. The 
Committee has also expanded its charter to include areas which it feels relevant to its areas of 
search. This has placed added pressure on the Committee for its final report due in April. 

3.1.3 Mr. Rezendes concluded with some points on the final outlook of this project: we may 
never know the 111 extent of Cold War human radiation experimentation; record searches may 
be incomplete, inconsistent and inaccurate; and most subjects may never be identified. 

3.1.4 QUESTIONS AND ANSWER PERIOD 

3.1.4.1 Senator Glenn asked the panel about the job the federal agencies are doing in responding 
to the Advisory Committee's requests. Mr. Rezendes mentioned the inconsistent definitions of 
terms. For example, one department might use experiment while another might use medical 
procedure. In addition, he stated that there is not much verification of the agencies' searches by 
independent sources. 

3.1.4.2 Senator Glenn asked the panel whether or not they believe the Advisory Committee 
period of operation should be extended. Mr. Rezendes stated that Dr. Faden should answer but 
the reality is that there is so much more information than anyone expected. 

3.1.4.3 The Senator also questioned if the Committee represents the victims concerns even 
though there is no victim on the panel. Mr. Rezendes feels that with the Federal Advisory Act 
for openness, there is also a public member on the Committee and having open meetings it is 
hard not to meet their full concerns. 

3.1.4.4 Senator Glenn concluded with two questions. First, is the panel in favor of the proposed 
National Biomedical Advisory Commission? Second, how much have the agencies spent so far 
on this project? Mr. Rezendes favors the formation of the new Committee. Mr. Guy Fall stated 
that approximately 20-30 million has been spent so far. 



3.2 SECOND PANEL 

The second panel consisted of Dr. Ruth Faden, Chairwoman of the Advisory Committee 
on Human Radiation Experiments. 

3.2.1 Dr. Faden made a brief statement that the Advisory Committee has had an enormous task 
for the past six months and will for the next six. The task is larger than first expected plus the 
Committee has expanded their scope. Dr. Faden concluded that the Committee has found some 
interesting insights on human radiation experimentation during the Cold War Era. 

3.2.2 QUESTIONS AND ANSWER PERIOD 

3.2.2.1 Senator Glenn asked Dr. Faden if there was any evidence that some of the experiments 
were classified for reasons other than national security. Dr. Faden said there were other reasons, 
which will be discussed at the December meeting of the Advisory Committee, that indicate the 
fear of legal liability or public relations was one of the other reasons. As of the date of the 
hearing, the documents have not been fully digested by the Committee. 

3.2.2.2 Senator Glenn asked Dr. Faden if all of the agencies, the CIA in particular, have been 
helpful. Dr. Faden stated that the CIA maintains that they are unable to locate any 
documentation even though the Committee has documentation of CIA officials at some of the 
interagency meetings where human radiation experimentation was discussed. Dr. Faden also 
commented that the Advisory Committee has received good cooperation from the other 
government agencies. 

3.2.2.3 Senator Glenn asked Dr. Faden if the Advisory Committee can finish in the next six 
months. Dr. Faden stated that the Committee has planned to have the final report out in the late 
spring of 1995. Dr. Faden also stated that there will be an ethics guideline in the final report. 

3.3 THIRDPANEL 

The third panel consisted of the Honorable Tara 0 Toole, Assistant Secretary for 
Environment, Safety and Health, United States Department of Energy. 

3.3.1 
organization of the effort behind the government's progress in revealing the story of Cold War 
human radiation experiments. She discussed the findings of the Records Collection and 
Retrieval Subcommittee, known as the "Search Group;" which she chairs. The "Search Group" 
is part of the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group which was formed in Jan~my under 
President Clinton's Executive Order. 

Assistant Secretary 0' Toole presented background information on the mobilization and 

3.3.2 The Search Group has found a vast, not well cataloged, volume of records and data. The 
Department of Energy alone has a total agency-wide inventory of some 3.2 million boxes of 
records throughout the country. To achieve the goal of having an understanding of what 



occurred during the Cold War it is essential that the agencies work very closely with the 
Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments. 

3.3.3 The most effective component of the goal of openness is continued public involvement 
and oversight. All records provided to the Advisory Committee are or will soon be available to 
the public, with the exceptions of Privacy Act restrictions and some which will remain classified. 
The Department of Energy, for example, has an index of all records currently released available 
through the Internet on the Department's Opennet. Public-access computer terminals are located 
at the Forrestal Building and also at the Coordination and Information Center in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. 

3.3.4 In conclusion, Assistant Secretary 0 Toole stated that the final report by the Advisory 
Committee is scheduled to be provided to the Interagency Working Group in April 1995. The 
Interagency Working Group believes the Advisory Committee mission can be completed by 
then. Assistant Secretary 0' Toole finished by complementing the central role of openness in the 
Clinton Administration to rebuild the basic trust between the American people and the 
government. 

3.3.5 QUESTIONS AND ANSWER PERIOD 

3.3.5.1 Senator Glenn asked Assistant Secretary 0' Toole if she believes the Advisory 
Committee should be extended. Assistant Secretary 0' Toole believes they will finish by next 
April. She stated that the final report will not be the final word on human radiation experiments 
by the government in the Cold War but another step towards complete openness. 

3.3.5.2 Senator Glenn asked Assistant Secretary 0 Toole if she agrees with the formation of the 
National Biomedical Advisory Commission. She agrees with the Committee's formation. 

3.3.5.3 Senator Glenn's final question centered on the cooperation of the agencies in this process. 
Assistant 0' Toole stated that the agencies are doing a good job and though they have different 
methods of cataloging it does not represent an unsatisfactory effectiveness. 

4.0 CLOSING 

Senator Glenn wished that Senator Roth was available so he could hand over the gavel. 
Senator Roth will be the next Chairman of the Committee. Senator Glenn believes that Senator 
Roth will be as committed to this project as he has been. Senator Glenn finished by stating that 
he and his staff will continue to be involved. 

The witness list and complete copies of written statements are available through the DoD 
RECC. 

Tom Acri, Jr. 
DoD RECC 
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