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a/L f r  USAF SAM, dtd 23 Dec 52, subj: Procurement of Experimental 
subjects. 

AFCSG-15 2nd Ind. 

Department of t h e  A i r  Force, Hq. USAF., Washington 25, D. C. 1 8 FEB 1953 

TO: Commanding General, A i r  University, Y i e l l  A i r  Force hse,  Uabama. 

1. riequest this Headquarters be supplied information a s  t o  why 
it is  considered necessary t o  conduct t ox ic i ty  studies on Primaquine 
and Daraprim i n  the  Caribbean Air Comnand. 

2. It is not considered necessary that tox ic i ty  s tudies  be con- 
ducted in an endemic malarious area upon individuals being t reated for 
malaria wLth these drugs, Such studies r n g  be conducted a t  a plece 
having facilities for the study of individuals a t  various al t i tudes,  
The W A F  School of Aviation Medicine, both at  Randolph and Gunter, has 
t h e  neceseary physical f a c i l i t i e s  and personnel t o  conduct such studiea 
t o  determine the t o x i c i t y  of drugs a t  al t i tude.  
gested t h a t  volunteers from the o f f i ce r  and enl is ted student groups be 
u t i l i s e d  in t h i s  test. 

It is therefore sug- 

3. Determination of the  toxici ty  of Primaquine at  a l t i t ude  ks 
urgently needed at this time, 
and Arq invest igators  indicate t h a t  this drug is well tolerated at 
ground level in the  presently recommended therapeutic dosages. 
s tudies  have shown tha t  Primaquine i n  combination w i t h  Chloroquine are 
the  drugs of choice in therapy of malaria. The pharmacological action 
of t h i s  drug is such t h a t  increased tox ic i ty  may occur a t  al t i tude.  The 
Office o f  t he  Surgeon General i s  uitbholding revised directions for the  
therapy of malaria awaiting the determination of the effects of t h i s  
drug upon flying P O ~ S O M ~ . .  

Toxicity studies conducted by c iv i l ian  

C l i n i c a l  

4. Apprcxbately one year ago a procedure was i n s t i t u t ed  t o  pro- 
vent t he  occurrence of clinical malaria in the  United States  among 
individuaLs infected i n  Korea. A l l  individuals returning from Korea 
by water transportation have received 15.mg. Primaquine da i ly  fo r  
twelve (12 ' )  days. This procedure has been incomplete since it has not 
been appl ied. to  those individuals returning by air, m d  because of the 
lack of krmwledge of the  tox ic i ty  of Primaquine a t  alt i tude.  The 
Army and Navy and U. S. Public Health Service have amdously awaited 
the  r e su l t s  of the  tox ic i ty  s€udies being conducted by the  A i r  Force 
so that approximately 25 per cent of t he  total Korean returnees by air 
might have the  benefit  o f t h i s  therapeutic procedure. 
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