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Dear Vernon: 

Thank you very much for sharing with me your several serious 
concerns about the whole body radiation project.and about the recom- 
mendations of the Suskind Committee. These comments supplement both 
the meeting of the Research Council Subcommittee and my discussion 
with you earlier this week. Pursuant to that discussion, I have shared 
these comments with the President since I know how highly he values 
your views on this question. 

Let me add one word of explanation concerning the President's 
response to the Suskind Coinmittee. Because of the wholly unexpected 
announcement of the proposed renewal or extension of the Defense 
Department contract, the President felt some response was immediately 
needed last week. As you know, it had been his general intention to 
accept the essence of the Suskind Committee recommendations. One of 
those recommendations -- the one most critical in this context - -  
specified that any further studies must seek funds from non-defense 
department sources. In order to accept that recommendation it seemed 
most appropriate to accept the report generally. For this reason the 
President's response may have come somewhat sooner than any of us might 
have anticipated. Nonetheless, I am sure you understand the context 
in which this decision was made and the way this response relates to 
the meeting you and I had with him ten days ago. 

As soon as we can reconvene this subcommittee, I look forward 
to further discussions on the larger question of appropriate policies 
for research involving human subjects. Your views on this larger question 
will be absolutely critical in formulating appropriate comprehensive guide- 
1 ines . 

Regards, 


