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TO: Members of the Council, Honorary Members 

FROM: W. Roger Ney, Executive Director 

SUBJECT Letter to Secretary of Energy 

As a result of the decision of the Secretary of Energy to release information 
on radiation studies carried out some 40 to 50 years ago, Mr. Meinhold determined 
to transmit an open letter to the Secretary. To make this available, I am pleased 
to enclose a copy. Copies of the letter were made available to the many media 
organizations that have contacted NCRP seeking information about the cited 
studies. 
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~ National Council on Radiation Protection 
l 

and Measurements 

Ms. Hazed O'Leary 

US. Department of Energy 
1000 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20585 

Dear Madame Secretary: 

Sccrrtaly 

I Want to congratulate you on your deasion to release the information on the 
"secret" experiments done on people. Full disclosure isdearly in the best interests not 
only of the people involved but of the rest of us interested in radiation protection. 

A basic tenet of radiation protection is that any radiation exposure must 
provide a net benefit. For the individual patient, the physician's judgment is 
normally sufficient, i.e.. the determination that the procedure will do more good than 
harm to the individual. For the case where the bencfit is not to the individual but to 
society as a whole, great care must be taken to assure that the individual is a true 
volunteer. Hopefully. the release of this "secret" information will demonstrate the 
value of today's approach to the documentation and review of proposed research on 
humans. 

Of great additional interest and importance would be disclosure of the 
attendant risks of such exposure.. We have learned much about radiation rislrs during 
the many yean since the early studies werc carried out. Thus, we can now better put 
in perspective the risks attributable to even relatively low levels of radiation exposure, 
risks that, at the time of the early studies, were believed to be lower than we now 
understand. Take the nutritional studies in Massachusetts involving calcium-45 as an 
example. The maximum exposure to any one individual was approximately 15 
millirem. Using the current dose-to-risk conversion factor of 5 deaths in every 10,000 
persons exposed to one rem, this would indicate a risk of mortality of approximately 
0.8 in 100,000. This is approximately the same as the Pnnual risk of mortality from 



the radioactive potassium naturally present in humans. The studies in Massachusetts 
utilizing radioactive isotopes of iron involved, for an individual study, single doses of 
approximately 250 mrem which arc comparable to the annual exposure of a member 
ofpublic from all natural SOIVCCS each and way year. z z 

It needs to be recognized, of course, that the full extent of the studies 
undertaken so many years ago is not yet known. There may have been studies 
involving much higher dwu where. the risks. of course. could well be more significant. 
Thus, the program to identify all of those involved in human studies is commendable 
and. it can be hoped, will yield important information for communication of the risks 
to the public. 

It is incumbent on the government agencies involved that they make available 
to the public not only information on the studies themselves, but also on the 
magnitude of the risks involved. This opportunity to inform the public should not be 
missed. 

The National Council on Radiation Protection and Measurements (NCRP) is 
dedicated to improving our understanding of radiation and its effects on hunians and 
stands ready to hdp in any way it can to ensure that the navly available information 
leads to positive results in radiation protection and in public perception of radiation 
risks. 

I am sharing this letter with those who have called on mc for comments about 
the recently released infomation. 

Respectfully yours, 

Charles B. Meinhold 
President 


