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The Pentagon 

Washington, D.C. 20301-3050 

Dear Dr. Soper: 

Assistant TO the Secretary of Defense For Atomic Energy 

Room 3E1074 

Thank you again for agreeing to testify before the Judiciary 
Committee's Subcommittee on Adminsitrative Law and Governmental 
Relations on Monday, April 11, 1994 in Cincinnati. You were 
obviously well prepared, and I appreciated your candid answers to 
the panel's questions. 

As a follow up to the hearing, I would like to ask for 
assistance with respect to the following questions: 

1) Was it typical for other DOD funded projects, where 
experiments were being conducted on humans, that reports 
submitted to DOD would only (or primarily) refer to information 
of interest to DOD? To what extent, in other DOD funded studies, 
would there be a mention of the treatment or therapeutic benefits 
to patients involved? Colonel Isherwood stated in his October 
20, 1958 Memorandum concerning the Application for Research 
Contract that, "Any correlation of tumor response to total dose 
of irradiation by such means as proposed in this project would be 
of great value in the field of cancer." Is there any evidence 
that this was in response to written or verbal references 
concerning the value of the experiments to patients? 

2) What were the names of the Contracting Officer's 
Representatives who were responsible for overseeing the 
University of Cincinnati General Hospital project during the 
period from 1960 through 1971? Are any of them still alive or 
are there any other DOD or DASA personnel, active or retired, who 
would have any information concerning this project? 

3) Please confirm the existence or non-existence of a DOD 
report, classified or unclassified, summarizing the effects of 
radiation on humans that has incorporated any of the findings of 
the UC General Hospital project; and 

4) Please state your understanding of DOD's oversight role 



during the period from 1960 through 1971; specifically, what the 
standards for oversight were for experiments on humans, the 
extent of DOD's compliance with such standards, and how DOD 
oversight with respect to the UC General Hospital project 
compared to other similar DOD funded projects. 
appreciate a statement of the procedures that DOD would follow 
today (both for approval of the project and for monitoring 
compliance with informed consent and other requirements) if the 
same project were submitted to the DOD today. 

Thank you for your continued willingness to cooperate with 
me and my staff on these difficult issues. I look forward to 
your response. If you need further information, please do not 
hesitate to call me or my Chief of Staff, John Bridgeland, at 

I would also 

202-225-3164. 

Best regards. 

Representative 


