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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee, I am Gordon K. Soper, the 

Principal Deputy to Dr. Harold P. Smith. the Assistant to the Secretary of Defense for 

Atomic Energy who is the focal point of the Department of Defense in support of the White 

House Interagency Worlcing Group on Human Radition Experiments. It is a pleasure to 
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appear before you to discuss hpaftment.of Defense's effodto discover the facts 

surrounding radiation experirhents cofiducted in the past in which human subjects 

participated. Since the Department is already on the subcommittee record from a prior 

hearing, it would be redundant to go over the extensive organization we have put into place 

within the department to coordinate and execute the comprehensive search of records 

relating to human radiation experiments. 
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However. at the outset of my testimony. I would like to reiterate the Department's 

unqualified commitment to a thorough and complete search of all available records and the 

eventual full release of the information in those records to the people of this country. As 

we testified at the February 2 hearing which you held on this subject, it is important to 

understand that this is a discovery process requiringks of time consumin&etective work 

before a full report can be provided to the Congress and the American people. We are well 

into that process now and making excellent headway. Let me review a few details. 
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We have all read or heard media reports of radiation experiments in which human 

subjects participated. They*re&-a-part of oursearch. Iw&e interim, we want to make it 

clear and emphasize to you that we rtre--fully- committecLto this effort. !We are acting ' T  
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expeditiously to find and catalog records. We will collect those records and review them. 

We will release them as comprehensively and as soon as possible, recognizing that we 

must proceed in a way that protects the privacy of citizens who may have been participants, 

wittingly or unwittingly, in those experiments. 

The subject of this hearing, human radiation experiments conducted at the 

University of Cincinnati Medical Center, holds numerous examples of the difficulty that 

has been encountered in the search of hl records.- ' -slz7Ickpmesshrts-- 

-3 They include fragmented records, a lack of a centralized record 

repository for human radiation experiments, the unavailability of early documents due to 

routine record destruction in the past, and records that are not cataloged or properly 

labelled. These deficiencies slow down the search simply because overcoming them 

imposes time intensive human labor. 

In addition, we are also finding that some experiments---including those conducted 

at the University of Cincinnati---were published in a variety of technical, scientific, and 

medical articles. While these articles make a generally postive contribution to our records 

search, they also contribute to slowing down the search process. They do so for two 

reasons. First, they provide us with new leads which we follow in our attempt to gather all 

information we can as we move forward to full disclosure of the facts about human 

radiation experiments. Secondly, we hesitate to provide early---and most likely incomplete-- - 
'yinformation about some of these experiments because often judg ments based on 

incomplete information can be misleading and 
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effort in the long run. 

While these factors reflect just a few of the difficulties we face in finding complete 

records on human subject radiation experiments, some which were conducted over forty 

years ago, we are getting a better sense of the completeness of the records and from that 

forming our plans on the best way to bring forward the information that we are locating. 

The actual experience of our seach is confirming what we already knew: that we could not 

go to some attic or cellar or central records repository, pull out a box labelled "Human 



Radiation Experiments", dust it off, and release the contents to the Congress and the 

public. Let me make it clear to this committee that these difficulties will not deter us. 

Nonetheless. we think it is important that you, your colleagues, and the American people 

understand that we are 1)fully committed to this records search and full disclosure: and 

2)are dedicated to overcoming whatever obstacles that may confront us. 

With that as a prelude, let me address what we have found with regard to the 

experiments at the University of Cincinnati As part of our records search, DoD had 

already begun to conduct an examination of its files on,these experiments. Subsequently, 

DoD received several requests, through the, Freedom of Information Ac for example, for 

available documents on these experiments. Unfortunately, we have found that the records 

readily available are sketchy and do not provide us with the all the facts on which a 

comprehensive account of DoD involvement in those experiments can be based. 
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Let me give you some specifics on what we have found, although, as I stated 

earlier, you should not conclude that our search is complete. As such, the 

picture could change as more information comes to light. 

A radition therapy project for the treatment of cancer under the 

congnizance of the University of Cincinnati existed for some five years 

prior to Department of Defense involvement. DoD participation began in 

1960 through an unsolicited proposal from Dr. Eugene L. Sanger ,# staff 

member of the University of Cincinnati. In one file, we came across a one and 

one-half page document entitled "FACT SHEET" which purports to respond to a "number 

of questions received from Members of Congress". That document is anonymous, 

undated, and its specific origins unknown. It is thought that it came from the Defense 

Nuclear Agency or its predecessor the Defense Atomic Support Agency, but that has not 

been confirmed at this time. This document claims that DoD participation in these 

experiments began in 1960 and resulted from an unsolicited proposal from Dr. Saenger. It 

also states that DoD funds were not used in providing therapy or patient care. Those costs 
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were borne by the hospital. The DoD monies were used to pay for supplemental laboratory 

analyses of patients who received total body radiation therapy. 

Copies of University of Cincinnati reports uncovered to date provide us a rough but 

incomplete sketch of the framework of these experiments. DoD became involved in these 

experiments as the result of what is thought to be an unsolicited proposal from the 

University of Cincinnati. To the best of our knowledge, DoD did not solicit this proposal. 

It was initiated by the University. According to these reports (???), the DoD agency with 

whom the contract was executed did not make suggestions regarding the design of the 

experiments or the type of investigation to be carried out. None of the work was classified 

by the department. 

It appears that the aims of the experiment in 1960 were to "obtain new information 

about the metabolic effects of total body and impartial body irradiation so as to have a better 

understanding of the acute and subacute effects of irradiation in the human". Over time. 

those aims appear to have shifted to providing knowledge of combat effectiveness of troops 

and to develop additional methods of diagnosis, prognosis, prophylaxis, and treatment of 

nuclear injuries. Finally, a later progress report characterized the purpose of the 

investigation as "to improve the radiation treatment of the patient with advanced cancer and 

to improve as well his general clinical management". 

Before concluding my official statement, it is important to communicate an 

important message to the American people about the constraints which DoD imposes on 

human subject experiments today and how it would respond to an unsolicited proposal for 

experiments in which humans would participate. 

As you know, the Department of Health and Human Services issued in 1974 the 

definitive federal policy regarding controls to be exercised in goverment sponsored 

experiment in which humans are involved. Investigators in these experiments use rigorous 

protocols to insure that individual consent is truly informed, that Institution Review Boards 

are independent and assertive, and that all scientific and medical research standards are met. 



DoD is a full partner in the government's commitment to this standard. All, I repeat all, 

DoD-sponsored experiments in which humans participate are subject to these restraints. 

Secondly, (ADD A PARAGRAPH ABOUT HOW DOD RESPONDS TO 

AN UNSOLICITED PROPOSALS). 

ln the specific case of these experiments at the University of Cincinnati as well as 

all other experiments, we are continuing our records investigation. We are attempting to 

contact other researchers who may have participated in them. We are examining scientific 

and medical journals to see what information may be available in them. We are continuing 

to look through records within the Department's possession to see if heretofore unknown 

files exist, or if those records contain heretofore unknown information that might provide 

new leads. We have even asked the local media to share with us copies of documents it 

may have on this subject. In short, we are doing an extensive amount of detective work in 

the effort to fill in the gaps of the information we have. With this kind of information. we 

are not at all comfortable that we have all of the information that may exist. 

Finally, Mr. Chairman, the information that is uncovered will be turned over to the 

Advisory Committee on Human Radiation Experiments which was created by the 

President. This Committee is composed of imminent scientists, physicians. legal experts. 

and ethicists. Its purpose is to to advise and guide the government on the larger questions 

of ethical and scientific standards of any government sponsored experiments whcih 

involved the intentional exposure to ionizing radiation. 

We wish it was possible to come before this committee today and release every 

detail regarding DoDs involvement in human radiation experiments in general and in the 

University of Cincinnati experiments in particular. Certainly, the people of this country 

and the entire Cincinnati community deserve no less. The fact is that we do not now know 

all of the facts, but we share the commitment of the entire administration to conducting a 

search unlike any search conducted in the past and to fully disclose the facts as we find 

them. We will continue to commit the required human and financial resources to insure that 



this effort is undertaken with great care and thoroughness so that the American can make 

their own judgements based upon all the facts. 

With those comments, Mr. Chairman, I would be pleased to take your questions. 


