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Pear Dr. Gall:

As you requasted, | write to Inform you thet It Is my
considered opinion that to subject the patients with cencer who
wars trezted pullistively with whole or partial body radiation
to Interviews by tnvestigetory committees would nat be In the
best madice! Intarests of these patients, [n my opinion to conduct
such interviews would be definitely deleterious to the physical
and emotlional status of these patlients and medically is definitely
contralndlceted!

Pattents with cancer ond thalr families 1ive In & precerious
position emotionally end physically. Yo subject them to lnvestl-
gatdry Interviews would upset what equilibrium and tolerance of
thelr condition they have dovoloped, would aggraovate anxiety and
well could precipitate pathologicel depression, Such emotlional
stresses are cacognized es belng extremely deleterious to the J\ ’
physical condition of cancer patients,

Additlonally such interviews might well lead thesa patlents
to Jose falth In ths competence end motivetion of the physicians
responsible for the medical management of their discase -« an
evantusl ity which could not but have sericus detrimental affects
on the smotional and physical stetus of these patlents. From my
discussions with the physicians ond the psychologist responsible
for the modfcal management of these patients, § am convinced that
the compasslionate concern end medicel care provided by thase con-
scientious men end women has besn excallent, and It has been so
Judged by Independent reviews by other qualified experts, § know
of nothing more davastating to a sick cancer patient than to have
hls trust and falth In his physiclan placed In jJeopardy or destroyed!!
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Finally, letters | reviewed from & of the 12 patlents under
consideration have unequivocally Indicated thelr unwillingness
to participste In Investigatory Intervicws! | was Informed that .
the other three patients also havo writtoen Indlcating simileor ,
3 unwillingness to particlpate In such Interviews, HNot only would |
It be uncthical to force these paticnts to bhe Interviowed, It
would be |nhumena!

Evidence presented to ms Indlcotes that already publlclity
assoclated with the accusations .concerning this progrom has hed
very adverso effects upon at least two of these patients == &
truly tregle sltustion! |

My oplnions In this matter have been formed as a consequence
of discussions with the responsible professional staff of the
progrom¢ Dr, Eugene L. Saenger, Dr. Edward B, Sllbersteln, Dr.

Harry Horowltz, Dr. Benard S, Aron, and Hrs. Carolyn N. Vlinget;
roview of the following documents: letter of 1/3/72 addressed to
Senator Mike Gravel from Dr. Robert W, McConnell, Prosident of the
Arericon College of Radlology; a ‘Progress Report of the Wimle

and Portlol Dody Redlatloh Tharopy for Polllation of Cancer Petlents,
cte,, dated 12/13/71, prepared by Dr. E, L. Saoenger; o memorctidum
prepared 2/2/72 by Hrs. Winget; and a revlew of letters from patlents
concerning thelr participation In Interviews. | belleve that the
Information gained by these discussions snd reviews 1s adequoate

to Justify my oplnion,
{ will be pleased to amplify ony comments, should you wish

™ to do so. '
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