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December 23, 1971 

The lionorable Edwarb ?J. Kennedy, C M r n n  
Subcoml t tee  on IIcnlth 
United States Senate 
k s h i c g t o n ,  D.C. 20.510 

Dear Ted: 

appreciated havhg  a repor t  at t h i s  time on soice of 
t h e  ac t ions  t o  date ir. connccticn 13 th  tha  Urrlvcrsity 
of Clnc lcna t i  czincer research  proJect .  

I r e g r e t  any izzccuracic-s i n  ~y earlier l e t t e r .  
Perhaps they Ere not surprlsirAp, i n  view of t i ie  fzc5  ti.z-L, 
as far  as I know, no c o m l t t e e  au thor iza t ion  has t s h n  
pi'ace m d  up u n t i l  t h e  lsst m c k  o r  so m i t h e ?  r d n c r i t y  
staff  nor my stsi'f were being a p p r i s r d  of m y  ac t ions  . 
being taken by n a j c r l t g  s t a f f  rcexbers. 
following t h e  October 8 Yasninsto?i T o s t  a r t i c l e ,  as you 
know, t h e  paper c z r r l c d  a s t o r y  by S tua r t  AuerSec!: quot in= 
you as follovrs: - 

Thank you Por y0.m l e t t e r  of 3ecmber 17. I 

Inmfiistcly 

t'lI w i s  shocked an8 d is turbad  t o  l ee in  
from today's Wzzhingto;? Pos t , '  Kennedy wro&e i Defense Secrctery lk lv ln  Laird  yesterdcq, 'thhnt 
tho  Defence Dapartmnt  i s  zponsorlng r e szmch  I 

on r ad ia t ion  effec ' ta  on h ~ 7 3 f i  beings v:lt!:out 1 

InforrAng t h e  Indiv idua ls  Involved of  the nlli%xy ! 
purposes of t h e i r  l r r s 3 i ~ t i o ~ , 1  

irrcrcdible lnfrin~czinent of ind iv idua l  l i b e r t y  and 
establishes e dangerous precedent f o r  t he  reeuctsori 
of h w n  rlchts i n  our  society, '  Kennedy continu;C.'I 

As far  as I know, tMs hes never been coa t rae lc tcd ,  

wlI bel ieve  this pro jec t  represents  an - .I 

tiltsough I ani happy t o  note  tlic q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  you izclcG& 

inforination, I assumed, apparent ly  inco r rec t ly ,  t h a t  t h e r e  
had a t  least bccn a staff  visit and repor t  f ron  Cinc inne t l  on 
which your comen t s  were based. The inferezce  t h 3 t  th  
research  prowm wues i?t t h e  d l r c c t l o n  of t h e  Departnant of 

in your letter t o  Secrejxry L3hd.  liot having any o the r  I 
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Defense, r a t h e r  than a iong-stmdinc cancer research  progam 
of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  was zlso very unfortunate  and lnaccuratc .  . .  

As I have Indica ted  i n  ny earlier le t ters ,  t o  get  . i  
the  t r u t h  of the matte? before  t h e  co rn i t t ee  and tho  pu’31Ic, 
I f e e l  it i s  v i t a l  tha t  a thoroia$? stuciy and repor t  be r~dt. I 

~y p r i o r  pos i t i on  - t h a t  t h e  derand by s taff  nenbam, una.;t;?31.Ln~C 1 
by ccmmittee action, t o  i g t c rv i cn  pe t l en t s  an6 patiezts’ f rzLl ice  ! 
raised doctor-patig’+t r e l a t ionsh ip  q w a t i o n s ,  as ne11 8s c ~ = n t i c n s  I 
regarding t h e  o b l l ~ t l o n  of  t h c  I n s t i t u t i o n  sr,d of t!x doctors ,  
f o r  t h e  welfare of tke pe t i en t s .  Cer ta in ly  pro?er sc fq :usrda  
agains t  sbusc  or iEproper us2 of i?.r’ormt:on obtained s h o ~ ~ l c !  2 5  
se t -by  t h e  c o n d t t c e .  . U r , t i l  t h i s  has been done, my ??cczxi12c:i.c: f 

d n o ?  delay which I;Aflit r e s u l t  frcn providing such protcc t5  or1 
t o  t h e  p a t i a n t s  end zssur ing  3 fair  hearing t o  a l l  izvolved 

by profess iona l ly  qual i f ied  cx2er t s .  I n  t h i s  regard,  I repccl; i 

i 

-*.: and position I s  t k a t  any suck in tc rv i c ; ?  sho-dd te dsi%i*rfv! .. . 1 -.-+. 

would seem t o  be nore than j u s t i f i e d .  I 

. Sincere ly ,  

FlJr : vcs 

.. 

Robert Taft ,  Jr. 
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