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Cincinnati General Hospital 

Dear Gene: 

I am responding to your inquiry regarding the advisability of patients 
Or their families being interviewed in relation to the Whole Body 
Radiation inquiry. Specifically, I concern myself with the three 
children who have received whole body radiation following local radio- 
therapy for Ewing's tumor. 

In general, I would disapprove of the parents of these children being 
interviewed and interrogated by outside agencies. I completely and 
absolutely disapprove of the children themselves being subjected to 

- such interviews. If it is essential that the parents of the children 
be questioned, then I would suggest that this be done under very rigidly 
defined circumstances. 

1.) The initial approach to the parents should be made by means 
of a letter from those desirous of making the inquiry. 
letter should state the exact nature-and purpose of the inquiry, 
the facts which need to be ascertained and it should state that 
=other aspects of the treatment or medical care are to be 
discussed. It should state how, when and by whom the inquiry 
is to be conducted. It should also indicate that the parents 
might,if they so wish,decline to submit to this inquiry. 
letter should be sent under a covering letter from us to the 
patient. The contents of our letter to be approved by those 
making the inquiry. In this way, the names and addresses of 
the parents will not be divulge& until such time they have 
agreed to submit to the inquiry. 
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. 2.)  The inquiry itself should be made by two physicians experienc- 
ed in the care and handling of patients with malignant disease. 
These might be Radiation Therapists or other specialists brought 
from out of town. They should be persons completely unconnected 
with the study and should be approved by us. The parents should 
not be out-numbered and no more than two persons should talk to 
the two pa'rents. 
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3 . )  The inquiry should be conducted in the home of the 
parents. 
and the interview should not last longer than 30 minutes. 
Every effort should be made not to upset the parents or 
to undermine their relationship with their doctors and, 
not put them to too much emotional strain by having to 
recall a very distressing and traumatic period of their 
.lives. Experienced physician interviewers will, of course, 
be aware of all these aspects. Tape recorders and cameras 
are not to be used. 

The report of the interview to be made available to us. 

The inquiring body must guarantee not to divulge the 
identity of the persons involved, or make such information 
public under any circumstances. 

They should not: be put to any inconvenience, 
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I think before proceeding with anything along these lines, we should 
obtain an opinion and ruling from the Ethics Committee of the Academy 

these bodies would have suggestions as to conditions under which the 
parents should be interviewed. It would certainly be a good idea not 
to-contravene any of the guidelines or standards which the AMA may have 
in relation to such matters. - 
I believe an inquiry conducted under the circumstances outlined above 
would not result in any harm to the patients or parents from a medical 
point of view. 
to determine and the mere fact that such an inquiry is being conducted, 
might serve to undermine somewhat the confidence that the parents have 
in those responsible for the medical care of their children. 

If Medicine, Ohio State Medical Association and perhaps the AMA. Perhaps 
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The psychological impact of such an inquiry is difficult 
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Please let me know if I can be of further help. 

Associate Di&Aor 
Radiotherapy Department 


