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Telecon: D r .  Eugene Saenger  and M r .  Otha Lin ton  

R e :  Le t te r  from Sena to r  Mike Gravel  t o  D r .  McConnell concern ing  
r a d i a t i o n  the rapy  p r o j e c t ,  U n i v e r s i t y  of C i n c i n n a t i  Medical 
C e n t e r  . 

Dear D r .  McConnell: 

You have probably  l e a r n e d  about  D r .  Eugene Saenge r ' s  exper iments  
i r r a d i a t i n g  cance r  p a t i e n t s  w i t h  p a r t i a l  and whole body exposure 
under a Department of Defense c o n t r a c t .  Three s t o r i e s  have 
a l r e a d y  appeared i n  t h e  Washington P o s t ,  and I have p l aced  t h e n ,  
p l u s  a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  t aken  d i r e c t l y  from two o f  D r .  S a e n q e r ' s  
r e p o r t s ,  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  on October 15.  This  i s  516370-73, 
October  15,  1971 .  A copy is enc losed  for  your convenience.  I t  
i s  my i n t e n t i o n  t o  propose  an amendment t o  t h e  Defense Department 's  
Appropr i a t ion  B i l l  which would t e r m i n a t e  D r .  S a e n g e r ' s  experimen- 
t a t i o n  u n l e s s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  answers have been provided t o  s e v e r a l  
q u e s t i o n s  . 

A n i m a l  Data: Don' t  expe r imen ta l  animal  t r i a l s ,  a s  a r u l e ,  
p recede  human expe r imen ta l  t r i a l s  i n  t h e  t e s t i n g  of new 
medica l  t h e r a p i e s  and d r u g s ?  What animal  t r i a l s  u s i n g  
p a r t i a l  o r  whole body i r r a d i a t i o n  t o  t r e a t  cancer  were 
completed b e f o r e  D r .  Saenger began h i s  human experimen- 
t a t i o n ?  Did D r .  Saenger  b e g i n  t h i s  s p e c i a l  t he rapy  b e f o r e  
or a f t e r  Defense Department s u p p o r t ?  

HOW does D r .  Saenger fo l low up h i s  own p a t i e n t s  t o  f i n d  o u t  
i f  h i s  treatment has  been h e l p f u l  or harmful  t o  them? Does 
he  measure t h e  tumors he  hopes t o  reduce?  

Con t ro l  Groups: What c o n t r o l  groups does Dr. Saenger  have,  
o r  has  he  a r r anged  f o r ,  a t  o u r  g r e a t  cancer  r e s e a r c h  
i n s t i t u t e s  so t h a t  he  can de te rmine  how t h i s  s p e c i a l  
treatment is working? 

Pr iva te  P a t i e n t s :  Does D r .  Saenger t r e a t  any p r i v a t e  
cancer p a t i e n t s ,  or o f f e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  on p r i v a t e  p a t i e n t s ;  
and i f  so, does  he  recommend e i t h e r  p a r t i a l  or whole body 
r a d i a t i o n  the rapy  for  paying  p a t i e n t s ?  Does he  know any 
d o c t o r  who does?  

T r i c k e r y :  Is t h e r e  any t r i c k e r y  of  t h e  p a t i e n t s  i nvo lved?  

a )  Do t h e  p a t i e n t s  r e a l l y  unde r s t and  t h a t  t h e  exper iment  

b) D o  you c o n s i d e r  t h e  r e l e a s e  t h e  p a t i e n t s  s igned  t o  be  

i s  l a r g e l y  t o  h e l p  t h e  Department of Defense p r e p a r e  
f o r  n u c l e a r  w a r f a r e ?  

s u f f i c i e n t  ev idence  t h a t  they  unders tand?  
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c )  Do t h e  p a t i e n t s  unde r s t and  t h a t  t h e  exper iment  may 
c a u s e  severe d i s c o m f o r t ,  such  as hours  of vomi t ing?  

d )  D o  t h e  p a t i e n t s  unde r s t and  t h a t  p a r t i a l  o r  whole body 
i r r a d i a t i o n  may s h o r t e n  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  and if so ,  by 
how much? 

e) D o  t h e  p a t i e n t s  unde r s t and  whether  o r  n o t  t h e r e  e x i s t s  
any b a s i s  f o r  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  may r educe  
t h e  s i z e  of t h e i r  tumor or r educe  t h e i r  p a i n  as 
D r .  Saenger  s u g g e s t e d  i n  t h e  Washington P o s t  on  
October 8 ,  1971? 

I a m  l o o k i n g  f o r  your  o p i n i o n  on whether  or n o t  t h e r e  i s  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  for  t h i s  t y p e  of work i n  t h i s  t y p e  of c o u n t r y .  
I e x p e c t  t h a t  you w i l l  wish  t o  i n s p e c t  D r .  S a e n g e r ' s  r e p o r t s  
and i n t e r v i e w  s t a t e m e n t s  y o u r s e l f .  I have copies of them 
which cou ld  be d u p l i c a t e d - f o r  you,  b u t  I a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  you 
can  e a s i l y  o b t a i n  them d i r e c t l y  from D r .  Saenger  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l .  

S i n c e  a non-exper t ,  l i k e  m y s e l f ,  can t u r n  only  t o  r e s p o n s i b l e  
p e o p l e ,  l i k e  y o u r s e l f ,  f o r  a d v i s e ,  I hope you w i l l  g i v e  t h i s  
i n q u i r y  more t h a n  c a s u a l  a t t e n t i o n .  S i n c e  t h e  Defense Appro- 
p r i a t i o n s  B i l l  may come up a t  any t i m e ,  I would a p p r e c i a t e  an  
i n t e r i m  r e p l y  from you. 

S i n c e r e l y ,  

Mike Gravel  


