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INFORMATION PAPER 

SUBJECT: DoD Initiative--Human Radiation Research Review 

ISSUE 

DoDs efforts to research, document and disclose its involvement in human radiation research from 1944 to 
the present. 

BACKGROUND 

DoD actively engaged in an extensive effort to discover the facts about DoD-sponsored human radiation 
experiments over the last 50 years. 

With Secretary Perry's support, the Department is committed to a thorough and complete search of all 
available records and timely release of pertinent information. 

INITIATIVES 

0 January 7, 1994, Secretary Aspin appoints Dr. Harold Smith as DoD's focal point and calls 
for moratorium on the destruction of applicable records. 

0 Soon thereafter the DoD Steering Committee was activated to oversee activities and provide 
structure and guidance for the Department's actions. 

0 Detailed guidance was provided on identifling, locating, and retrieving experiment records 
and reporting results of searches. 

0 Over 20 major DoD components and agencies rendered initial and final reports. Each report 
contained two parts: 

Part I described the search process and identified organizations that may have 
conducted or sponsored experiments, names of experiments, and the location of 
associated records. 
Part I1 provided a description of the experiments identified in Part I. 

0 Based on the present requirement to err on the side of inclusion, the DoD has identified 
about 2,600 possible DoD-sponsored human radiation experiments. 

It appears that most of these experiments were therapeutic, diagnostic, or tracer 
studies where radioactive materials or radiation procedures were used to assist the 
experimentation but the effects of the irradiation were not a central part of the 
research. 
However, the DoD chose not to make a judgment regarding the purpose or intent 
of the possible experiment. Any record that contains three key ingredients, viz., 
ionizing radiation, humans, and experiments or that relates to intentional 
environmental releases of radiation is included in the database of possible 
experiments and submitted to the Advisory Committee on Human Radiation 
Experiments (ACHRE) for review and study. 
The organizational distribution of the experiments is as follows: 

A m y  832 
Navy 828 
Air Force 918 
Agencies 12 



0 In early 1994. the DoD placed a hold on approximately four million cubic feet of records 
at Federal Record Centers throughout the nation to ensure no relevant documents were 
destroyed. In addition, many relevant document collections were identified at DoD 
facilities. For example, 

700 linear feet of records were reviewed at Dugway Proving Grounds, Utah. 
At the National Records Center, more than 2,000 boxes of Office of the Secretary 
of Defense records alone have been reviewed for records related to human radiation 
experiments. 
More than 1,000 boxes of Office of the Army Surgeon General's records, covering 
the period from the late 1940s to the late 1960s, were reviewed. 

0 Based upon the information from the Services and Agencies, many of the experiments 
identified have one or more of the following characteristics: 

In some, DoD involvement/sponsorship was 'kecondary" to the prime motivation 
for the experiment (e.g., DoD involvement was limited to the documentation of the 
response of the patient to medical treatment). 
Many exposures were related to medical treatment (e.g., Navy submariners were 
treated for ear problems with radium capsules through the nose; the procedure was 
used extensively by the civilian community). 
Many studies took place at universities or hospitals as opposed to, for example, 
prisons, mental institutions and orphanages. 
Much of the documentation is available in the open literature. 

0 Some of the experiments that were closely examined by the ACHRE and the public include: 

University of Cincinnati research experiments conducted from 1960 to 197 1, where 
DoD funds were used for laboratory studies, and psychological and psychiatric 
tests of cancer patients who received whole and partial body irradiation for the 
treatment of their disease. 
Research experiments conducted in the 1950s involving Native Alaskans and using 
radioisotopic tracer iodine 13 1 to determine thyroid activity in men exposed to 
cold. 
Operation Stoneman 11, sponsored by the Navy Radiological Defense Laboratory 
in 1959, studied dose and radioactive contamination of service personnel 
(volunteers) who crawled through sand mixed with traces of radioactivity 
Biomedical experiments possibly conducted in conjunction with atmospheric 
releases of radiation, such as Hanford, Washington ("the Green Run"); Los Alamos, 
New Mexico; Oak Ridge, Tennessee; and Dugway Proving Grounds, Utah. 

0 The Advisory Committee requests for records focused on the development of DoD policy 
on the use of humans in experiments and biomedical experiments conducted in conjunction 
with atomic weapons tests that are under the purview of the Nuclear Test Personnel Review 
(NTPR) Program. 

0 Detailed experiment information were reported, in a standard format, to the DoDs central 
repository for human radiation research information--the Radiation Experiments Command 
Center (RECC). The RECC was initially headed by a Flag Officer and is now headed by 
an SES civilian. 

0 Operational since February 1994, the RECC's mission is to consolidate, categorize, and 
analyze DoDs information. The RECC, which has 20 contractor employees, is DoDs point 
of contact for radiation experiment matters. 

0 To date, the approximate cost of DoD-wide research has been $7.36 million. 



Department representatives appeared before five congressional committees investigating 
human radiation experimentation. 

The RECC is conducting a major research effort concerning policy perspective from 1944 
to present. 

DoD is a vigorous participant in the Human Radiation Interagency Working Group (DoD, 
DOE, HHS, NASA, CIA, VA, DOJ and OMB). 

Approximately 10,000 =-related records, consisting of an estimated 200,000 pages, have 
been collected in a central repository with copies forwarded to the ACHRE. 

The expeditious declassification of relevant material remains a high priority within the 
Department. Over 1,200 documents have been declassified. 

To date, researchers have logged more than 149,000 personnel hours investigating this 
subject. 

The RECC has been in contact with more than 7,000 inquirers. 

SUMMARY 

DoD's actions show its deep commitment to this issue. It will remain a high priority for Secretary 
Perry and the Department. 

POINT OF CONTACT 

Colonel Claud Bailey, Jr., USA, Deputy Director, DoD RECC, (703) 556-7300 or (703) 442-5675 


