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A diagnosis of ovarian cancer has usually meant a hysterectomy and other 
surgeries for women, followed by numerous biopsies of surrounding tissues, 
but a study released yesterday found doctors who used lessextreme 
treatment obtained identical survival rates as those using the standard 
treatment. 

Under existing guidelines covering diagnoses of ovarian cancer, doctors 
perform an abdominal hysterectomy-removing the uterus, fallopian tubes and 
the ovaries-and then take multiple biopsies of the lymph nodes and stomach 
wall. 

But a survey of Illinois doctors treating patients diagnosed as being in 
the first two of four stages of the cancer with less extensive surgeries 
and fewer biopsies found nearly identical survival rates, the study said. 

The study, written by Roger Hand of the University of Illinois at 
Chicago College of Medicine, appeared in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association. 

The study covered 2,669 women treated in Illinois from 1983 to 1988. 

The five-year survival rate for 632 patients diagnosed in the first 
stage of the disease who were treated with selective surgery and 
chemotherapy was 80 percent. For patients in the second stage, the survival 
rate was 63 percent. Both rates were slightly above the rates experienced 
by patients who received more extensive surgeries and biopsies. 

For those patients diagnosed with more severe cases of ovarian cancer, 
the researchers cited improved survival rates when chemotherapy using a 
platinum compound was employed as an adjunct to extensive surgery. 

In another development, the Food and Drug Administration approved a drug 
that will dramatically shorten treatment for patients with a rare form of 
cancer called hairy cell leukemia. 

The drug, cladribine, will be given to people with the often fatal 
cancer of the blood and bone marrow in a continuous treatment over seven 
days. Current treatment for the diesease, which afflicts about 3,000 
people, mostly male, takes several months. 
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