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17 April 1950 

SUBJECT: Special Veapons Effects. 

To: dsa is taa t  Chief of  Staff ,  0-4, Logistics, GSUSA, 
Washingtonc25, D.C. 

1. Reference is nade t o  Armed Forces Spscial Weapons Project con- 
f i d e n t i a l  l e t t e r  dated 13 July 1949, Subject: “AsswJtion of  cer ta in  
respons ib i l i t i es  in connection with a program f o r  study of  t : i l i tsry 
Effect6 of Atomic !feapons.* 

2. The Chief, AFSW?, has assumed the responsibi l i t ies  as outlined 
i n  the reference c i ted  above. 
termine c r i t e r i a  f o r  use by the services i n  estimating the effectiveness 
of atomic weapons against all types of t a g e t s .  
s en t i a l  t o  both offensive and defensive operations. 

The objective of t h i s  program € 6  t o  de- 

These c r i t e r i a  are  es- 

3. The attached inclosure l is ts :  

a. 

b. 

Projects supported by the APSW e i ther  w h o l l y  or prtidly. 

Projects contemplated by the  APSiP. 

4. Reports on the projects listed in the attached inclosure w i l l  be 
forwarded t o  your off ice  periodically. It i s  requested, however, that 
your of f ice  indicate w h a t  other information pertaining t o  special weapons 
e f f ec t s  it deslrea i n  order to ass€st AFSW i n  i t s  e f fo r t s  t o  co l lec t  and 
disseminate worthwhile information. 
quested should be indicatod. 

The number of copies of  reports re- 

5. In order t o  avoid undesirable duplication of e f for t  and unnecessary 
expenditure of government funds, as well a5 t o  insure a complete prosam,  
i t  is osscnt ia l  that there be established a complete interchange of in- 
formation among authorized agencies through thc Weapons Zffecte Division, 
~ S W P .  To enable the USWp t o  discharge this responsibil i ty,  it is ro- 
quested tha t  monthly reports on projects  and studies supFrtcd by tho 
Dcpartment of  the &my on the atomic weapons e f fec ts  subjects indicated 
above, and any other information pertaining thereto, be forwarded t o  the 
B S K ?  f o r  roviow and dissemination. 
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S ! r n / 2  17 April 1950 
SUtiJSCT; Special Weapons Xffects 
TO : Ass't Chief of Staff, G-4, Logistics, GSUSA, Washington 25, D.C. 

6. 

7 .  

Visits fro@ members of pout office to the BFSW azo encouraged. 

Identical lottcrs have been written to Assistsnt f o r  Atomic Snergy, 
Hodquarters, U.S. Air Force, and Chief Naval Operations, &YC!X: OP-36. 

i 
/ 0 /  E.D. Nichols 
I[. D. IIICiLS 
Major Goneral, USA 
Chief, BFSifP 

Incl : 
25 copies - 

BFSW? Spocial !@a20nS Effocta 
Program. 


