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NOTICE REGARDING COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS 
ON THE USE OF UNPUBLISHED MATERIALS 

Under the provisions of the Copyright Revision Act of 1976 (Public Law 94-553) 
unpublished works that were in existence on January 1, 1978, are not protected by 
statutory copyright, and have not yet gone into the public domain, are under Federal 
copyright protection for a term lasting for the author's life plus an additional 50 years 
after the author's death. For works made for hire and for anonymous and pseudonymous 
works the term is 75 years from publication or 100 years from creation, whichever is 
shorter. Moreover, all unpublished works created before January 1, 1978 are guaranteed 
at least 25 years of statutory protection and in no case will copyright in a work of this 
sort expire before December 3 1, 2002. If the work should be published before that date, 
the term is extended by another 25 years, through the end of 2027. This means, in 
effect, that much of the unpublished material in the National Library of Medicine's 
manuscript collections is under copyright protection at least until January 1, 2003. 
However, documents prepared by United States Government officials and employees as 
part of their official duties are not subject to copyright. Such documents are in the 
public domain. 

The Copyright Revision Act gives statutory recognition to the judicial doctrine of 
fair use. This permits the reproduction of portions of copyrighted materials, whether 
published or unpublished, for such purposes as criticism, comment, news reporting, 
teaching, scholarship or research without such action constituting an infringement of the 
copyright. Responsibility for observing legal restrictions on the reproduction of Library 
materials rests with the researcher and his publisher, not with the Library or any of the 
members of its staff. 

It should be noted that some persons who have given their papers to the Library 
have legally donated to the Government the copyright in some of their unpublished 
writings which may be in the Library. Researchers may obtain additional information 
concerning the copyright status of donated materials by consulting the curator of 
manuscripts in the History of Medicine Division. 

Additional information concerning restrictions on the use of specific unpublished 
materials in the National Library of Medicine may be obtained by writing to the Curator 
of Modern Manuscripts, History of Medicine Division, National Library of Medicine, 
Bethesda, MD 20894. 


