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Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank you for agreeing to convene this 
hearing today. As you know, I have been working very hard to uncover 
the facts with regard to the radiation tests performed at Cincinnati 
General Hospital in the 1960s and 1970s and I believe that this hearing 
will help to uncover evidence previously unknown and put some logical 
order to the information already available to us. 

I would like to thank the witnesses who have agreed to testify 
before us today. My heart goes out to a l l  of the family members of the 
patients we will discuss during this hearing. I know that reliving 
the illnesses of your loved-ones some twenty years ago has brought you 
real pain. Three of you will sit at the witness table today, but I 
know many more of you would have liked to share your stories. I would 
like to ask for unanimous consent that all of the written statements 
submitted to the Subcommittee and our offices be included in the record 
for today's proceedings. 

witnesses who will present their candid views of the radiation studies, 
Dr. Egilman, Dr. Stephens, and Dr. Cox. I would like to thank Dr. 
Soper from the Department of Defense for presenting testimony on the 
DOD record retrieval process and President Steger for his testimony on 
the University's efforts to help investigate this matter. And I would 
like to thank Dr. Saenger for his willingness to present his views on 
the radiation experiments and to answer the many questions this 
Subcommittee will pose. 

What we know to date, Mr. Chairman, is that some 87 patients 
received whole and partial body radiation in experiments funded in part 
by the Department of Defense. .We know that the patients involved were 
diagnosed with various forms of cancer believed to be terminal. We 
also know that while they may have consented to the treatment, many or 
perhaps all of them were unaware of the Department of Defense interest 
in their conditions and many or perhaps all were unaware of the 
potential side effects of the radiation. We also know that written 
consent forms were not used until the mid 1960s.  

I would also like to recognize and voice my appreciation for 
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But lets get to the heart of the matter. We also know that the 
orginial University of Cincinnati proposal to the Pentagon, the 
contract between U.C. and the Pentagon and the first five reports about 
the project from U.C. to the Pentagon all describe the purpose of the 
project in terms of the Pentagon's needs - -  particularly its need for a 
biological test of radiation exposure - -  and & in terms of therapy 
for patients. Each of the first five reports (covering the period from 
February 1960 to April 1967) labeled the project as "Metabolic Changes 
in Humans Following Total Body Irradiation". "Theraputic Efforts" do 
not even become a part of the title of the reports to the Pentagon 
until 1968 when the title becomes "Radiation Effects in Man: 
Manifestations and Theraputic Efforts." 

Note also that this project was conducted while the contract with 
the Pentagon and the Pentagon's money continued. whole body radiation 
under this project neither preceeded nor outlived the Pentagon 
contract. 

The two primary issues that I believe we need to resolve, Mr. 
Chairman, are (1) Did the patients knowledgeably consent to the 
experiments? And, ( 2 )  Was this type of treatment appropriate for the 
types of illnesses suffered by the patients. By this I mean, absent 
the $8,000 - $10,000 per patient in Department of Defense funding, 
would whole body radiation have been an appropriate medical therapy? 

If we find that the answer to either of these questions is "no" then 
I believe we have no choice but to conclude that the radiation 
experiments were SIMPLY WRONG and that the government owes a huge 
apology to the victims, their families and the nation as a whole! 

Again, Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the hard work you and your staff 
have put into preparing for this hearing. I believe that the testimony 
we hear today will enable us to craft a fair and just compensation b i l l  
in the weeks and months ahead. Thank you. 


