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BvBJ'BtX: Meeting of the  Federal Radiation Council held on 10 September 1962 

1. Tbs Fedoral Radiation buncil met a t  1600 hours on 10 Soptenber 1962, 
a t  the HEW AeadquarterE, Roam No. M42. Mr. C.llebreffoe presided. Other 
lurbers in attenclauco were M follows: 

Mr. B t i l L p o n  commerce 
Dr. Bhaw Agriculturv 
ur. &own bbor (alternate) 
Mr. Xemtigen uld.ruoretary, BR 
m. rollpkins A t c r i c  Enorgy CoaisEion (alternate) 
Or .  Viemtmr 
Dr. C l u k  M d D r U g  

B p e c i a l  Amistarit t o  the President 

2. Th. purpo~ of the meatily VU t o  roview m "Interim cuu~ci l  State- 
-nt" @raft 9/10/62 attach&. 
to the publia of tho bu ic  objective of the radiation protection guides pm- 
pared by tho -81 Radiation Counoil md publishad in tho m r a l  Uogister, 
28 8 o p t d m r ' r s d l .  fhis WM doomed necusuy in order t o  a l l ay  public fears 
t ha t  lovela of r.dio.ctive iodin0 in IOU MUL h d  appropcbd and s l igh t ly  
0XcB.d.d tb. upper levela of Rango 11, urd, further, to state tha t  the Council 
did mt believe, nor mctmmsmd. tha t  countermeasures mbould be taken under 
p r u c n t  ciroumotukces. 

- thoma of tho draft VM a claaificatdon 

3. fh. Deput l rn t  of Dofmue m i t i o n  presented by Dr. Johnson r e s p e c t i v e  
t o  tho drrlt  VU that in E u b s t a n e o  it could be approved M red. 
final aation of the counCi1 nfter lengthy debate regarding public reaction t o  
certain phr-logy. The resultmt stat-nt was sawwhat briefer and nure 
precime. Concurrence WM eventually unmimous. 

This WUL the 

4. Tbe -ti= lasted fm 16600 to  SO0 h-. Tht labor W M  somewhat 
t o r t u o u s  coa6idering the mouse delivered. It is a bope that BOW constructive 
~ ~ l p i s  can be mnde because mer have so mumy worked 80 hard f o r  SO amy 
t o  accomplish vhat appear6 t o  be, at  b a a t  superf ic ia l ly ,  so little. 
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6.  Brief ly ,  the long me t ing  tying up a Director, Office of Science 
and Technology, a Cabinet member and a Special Assistant t o  t h e  Secretary 
of Defense (his designee) and numerous other persons holding important 
office demands Soea explanation: As a w i t n e s s  one is forced t o  postulate 
either a breakdown in the  mechanics of staff work, o r  an impasse at Staff  
level tha t  required resolution by the Council. I f  the latter we= the  case, 
then the  chairman and a l l  members of the Council should have been lade 
c lear ly  a ~ u e  that an impasse existed, and that  it w a n  w e l l  defined by a 
prepiow oxpression of opinion and position by each mmber. This d id  not 

t o  bo the  C M O .  

6.  O r d i n a r i l y  one m u l d  ossuw that  a draft  statement representing n 
comolidatod expression of numeroua agencies would be put togother by a staff 
w i t h  each s t a f f  mmbor in close liaison w i t h  his chief representing his wiahes 
pod wing through the eurUi.0 Of give and t lb  U n t i l  a docummnt a p p e d  that  
had r o w n r b l o  h o p  of approval by the oxecutive body. 
undoubtodly 0 0 C U I F . d  but the closed c i rcu i t  debate which centered around the 
opinion of the  chi- and that of Dr. Weisner ended in fatigue rather  than  
conviction. Th. Departant  of Defeme position wa8 in concurrence w i t h  tha t  
of Dr. Weisnor an\in substance w i t h  that  of the  “Interim Council Statellent” 
prepared by the working group. In f ac t ,  it wan evident t h a t  w i t h  s l i gh t  re- 
servation the nmbors of the  Council were a lso  in ngMsant  w i t h  the  interim 
statement; therOfOr0, annlysis indicates that the rwhanica of staff work 
did f u w t i o n  properly in that a workablo draft statement appeared that W a s  
acceptable t o  a l l  members of t h e  Council save t he  chairman. It is perhaps 
colplimntur to  him t a t  hs i m  ME of obvioucl oonviction rad pt r e w n -  
able f l ex ib i l i t y .  O m  wonders, h m v e r ,  if the p r i m  issue in his mind could 
not have boon resolved bofore the  meeting. 

To soma dogroo t h i s  

7.  E s c o l p s D d ~ t i O M :  

a. That the Pedoral ILadiation Council mnbers themaelves enforce a 
close liaison ktvoen e& wrb.r of tho working group md his respective agency 
representative in order to  imuro that his position bo c l e u l y  and wthor i ta -  
t i v e l y  defined. 
understood by tho working group. 

I t  is f u n d . a n t a l t h a t  t he  position of each agency be c l e a r l y  
(This has been done a t  the DepUtlnent of 

Ddome) 

b. That the Federal Radiation Council authorize and d i rec t  the 
chairman of the working group t o  obtain a writ ten statement from each working 
Psmbor of the exact posit ion taken by his  agency whenever an impasse Occurs 
in the preparation of Federal Radiation Co 
m u s t  a b o  inoluds the posit ion taken by tho 
Techno logy. 

leases. This obviously 
Office of Science and 
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c. That the Federal ltadiation Council adopt cer ta in  broad l ines  of 
.grseaent regarding the varioua controversial upeats of the biologic effect6 
of radiation, par t icu lar ly  fa l lou t .  Thew sspects include sc i en t i f i c ,  politi- 
c a l ,  stratepic, ecopopIc, paycholcgical, moral, and otbr8. Them w i l l  not 
be e u i l y  .pelled out epd w i l l  vary with tha oocuion, but mme c-n ground 
muat be found. 
v l r d r d  . b o w s  is mintafmd. 

Tbo working group can tackle this problem if the close liarison 

cololml Mc USA 
miof, bd ica l  Division 
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