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To: Assistant Secretary of Defense (Hezlth & Medicine) 
Office, Secretary of Defenze 
Washington 25, D. C. 
AT'RI: Colonel Sheldon S. Browntor. 

1. In carrying out i t s  rezpons ib i l i t i es  w i t h  regerd t o  t t e  public 
release of atomic energy infonr.ation under the  provisi0r.s of Depar*x.ent 
of Defense Directives Nos. S-54OC.2, dated 22 September 1952, a d  5230.4, 
dated 26 November 1952, tho Office of Public Information requires  He2.d- 
quarters, Armed Forces Special  Weapons Project t o  review and comment on 
releases  involving the  m i l i t a r y  application of atomic energy. 
of reviev of d o c u e n t s  taken by t h i s  headquarters i s  l i n i t e d  t o  the  

The scope 

follovring: 

a. Comment is made frcm the secur i ty  c l a s s i f i ca t ion  standpoint 
of t h e  m i l i t a r y  appl icat ion of atomic energy. 

b. Coment i s  made on technical inaccuracies frcm tl'e stw,d- 
paint of t he  mi l i t a ry  appl icat ion of atomic energy. 

2. Ln implementing t h i s  policy, t h e  Surgeon, Headquarters, A F S P ,  
i s  frequently required t o  rzview documents containing Bio-medical ex- -. 
perimental data obtained e i t h e r  by laboratory s tudies  o r  from atomic 
weapons t e s t&.  
make refe-ence to ,  t h e  we  of human volunteers as t e s t  subjects. 

Some of these documents contain data  obtained by, md  

3 .  The Surgeon a l s o  reviews all proposals f o r  Eo-medical research 
projects progrzmed at  atomic weapons t e s t s  by other agencies a3 well 
a s  i n i t i a t i n g  and sponsoring such proposals. Some of these projects  
include fne use of human volunteers. 
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Subject: Status  of Human Volunteers i n  Bicwedical Fxperimentatio:: 

4. A t  t h e  present time, this headquarters i s  reviewing a 
technica l  report  e n t i t l e d  "Flash Blindness" which mentions the  f a c t  
t h a t  human volunteers were employed during atomic weapons t e s t s  
conducted in 1951. Subsequent reports  from l a t e r  t e s t s  on the  same 
subject contain comparable references a s  well as referr ing t o  a t  
l e a s t  two instances in  which volunteeFs were injured as  a consequence 
of taking pa r t  i n  f i e l d  experiments. 
involved due t o  these in jur ies ,  it i s  f e l t  t h a t  a def ini te  need 
e x i s t s  f o r  guidance i n  the use of human volunteers as experimental 
subjects. 

Because of the implications 

5. It is  therefore  requested t h a t  t h i s  headquarters be aavised 
if  such guidance i s  avai lable  and, i f  so, that a copy of the pol icy 
d i r ec t ive  be made avai lable  f o r  reference. If such policy guidance 
has not been formulated, it is recommended t h a t  such be done and 
given t h e  widest possible dissemination t o  preclude the occurrence 
of unintent ional  v io la t ions  o r  incidents  by research investigators.  

&- E CHIEF, MSWR 

h G  L. BRANCH 
'Colonel. USAF 
Yl0t.s. Chief of s t a r t  
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C p  1 t 2 (white lstterkead) to addressee 
CT 3 (grttn) ta AG 
c r  h (pllc4) t o  AG 
CT 5 ( p u )  to.AG . "- ., . 
C 7  6 (white) St~'gfca19 8eadk5 FFLe 
CT 7 ( w h i t e )  dur-pcnls crmeback cap7 for fU9) 
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