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SUBJECT: Status of Human Volunteers in Blo-medical Experimentation

TO: Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health & Medicirne)
Office, Secrectary of Defence
Washington 25, D. C.
ATTH: Colonel Sheldon S, Brownton

1. In carrying out ita responsibilities with regerd to tre public
release of atomic energy information under the provisions of Deparitment
of Defense Directives Nos. S5~540C.2, dated 22 September 1952, and 5230.4,
dated 26 November 1952, the Office of Public Information requires Head-
quarters, Armed Forces Special Weapons Project to review and comment on
raleases involving the military application of atomic energy. The scopez
of review of documents taken by this headquarters is limited to the
following:

a, Comment is made from the security classification standpoint
of the military application cf atomic energy.

b, Comment is made on technical inaccuracies from the stand-
point of the military zpplication of atomic energy.

2. In implementing this policy, the Surgeon, Headquarters, AFSWP,
is freguently reguired to rsview documents containing Bioc-medical ex-
perimental data obtained either by laboratory studies or from atomic
weapons tests. Some of these documents contain data obtained by, and
make reference to, the use of human vclunteers as test subjects,

3. The Surgeon also reviews all proposals for Bio-medical research
projects prograired at atamic weapons tests by other agencies as well

as initiating and sponsoring such proposals. Some of these projects
include the use of human volunteers.
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Subject: Status of Human Volunteers in Blo-medical Experimentation

4, At the present time, this headquarters is reviewing a
technical report entitled "Flash Blindness" which mentions the fact
that human volunteers were employed during atomic weapons tests
conducted in 1951. Subsequent reports from later tests on the same
subject contain comparable references as well as referring to at
least two instances in which volunteers were injured as a consequence
of taking part in field experiments. Because of the implications
invelved due to these injuries, it is felt that a definite need
exists for guidance in the use of luman volunteers as experimental
sub ject.s.

5« It is therefore requested that this headquarters be acavised
if such guidance is available and, if so, that a copy of the policy
directive be made available for reference. If such policy guidance
has not been formulated, it is recommended that such be done and
given the widest possible dissemination to preclude the occurrence
of unintentional viclations or incidents by research investigators.

FOR THE CHIEF, AFSWP: £}a}ﬂ_\

G L. BRANCH
‘Colonel, USAF

A0tg. Chief of Stare
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M/2: Iz Nov 33 it was learned that there e:cisted a T/S documens sigzed
by the Secretary of Defense which listed rarizus reguirements apd cri-

[

terta which had %3 he met by inditiduals coatemslating the use of muman
7alurteers iz Jio-amedical or other Ljpes cf exgerizentaticn., Since this
informaticn was of particular imporzazce o this office in classifying
ard/or relsasing izformaticn cn the Flash 3lindness programs at wearcns
tests, attacsts were made to learn of the nature <of these requisements
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Ca 1L Janmuasy 1654, Lb. Ceclonel Zrswning and Majso csenlaren
wikth :the Ixecusive Assigtant o the Assistant Secretary of Defanse
(Eealta and Medical) at which tizme i was learmed that altlcuzh this
documen®t datzils 7ary dafinita and ‘scecifiz sters which =:st be Taxen
befors voizmtaers 237 Se used in exserimentaticn, no sericus atiamst
Tas teen mace 0 cisseminate the infssmation %0 thcse exserimenmters whs

Bad a derinsta need-to—-mnow. The lewest level at whizh it had been ci--
culared was that oI tae tires Secrstaries ol the Serrnices. The Assistant
SecTetary acd n0is axscutlive agree that tle document should be downgraded
but have not been able to obtain concurrence from Dr., Hamnah nor frem
the Judze Advocate. It was suggested that this office prepare a lettier

for the Assistant Sacretary in which was detailed cur need for this informa-

ticn and the marner in which we were hendiczpred through igoorance of
St g0 1g
* the provisicns of this document. It i3 infended thab this lettar shell
point up the psed for o relaxaticn of 2ke griz in winich this docuzens

is ncw held, at least on 2 definite pneed-ic—xnow basis.
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