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30 December 1963 

MEMORANDUM FOR (See Distribution) 

SUBJECT: Minutes of the Twenty-ninth Joint Medical Research Conference 

The following were present at the twenty-ninth conference in Room 
4-B-854, The Pentagon, p900-1130, 11 December 1963: 

B/General Robert E. Blount, AMR&DC, D/A 
Colonel Jack Bollerud, AFRSTA, D/AF 
Dr. F. J. Frese, Jr., OAD/R, ODDR&E 
Dr. Frank W. Hartman, AFMSP, D/AF 
Colonel T. E. Huber, OCRD-ARO, D/A 
Dr. Richard A. Kern, Temple University Hospital, Chairman 
Capt John A. O'Donoghue, MC, USN, BuM&S, D/N 
Capt Carl E. Pruett, MC, USN, ODCNO(Dev), D/N 
Lt Col Robert E. Robards, AFRSTA, D/AF 
Dr. Marion B. Sulzberger, AMR&DC, D/A 
Colonel John M. Talbot, MC, USAF, *PA, D/AF 
Lt Col Richard R. Taylor, AMR&DC, D/A 
R/Admiral W. Welham, MC, USN, BuM&S, D/N 

The chairman, Dr. Kern, called the meeting to order. The minutes of the 
twenty-eighth conference were approved. 

At the suggestion of the chairman, the executive secretary had reviewed 
the minutes of all conferences since May 1962 to determine and report 
upon any old business that should be brought before the conference. 
summary of this report is attached. 

Reference item (d) of this report, Dr. Kern reminded the conference that 
this is an ever-recurring problem and that the protagonists of federal 
legislation and control have as their ultimate objective the total abolition 
of the use of animals in medical research. 
is a need for those in medical research to take positive action in pro- 
posing a bill of their own establishrng the principles for the care of 
laboratory animals, to offset the possibility of legislation which would 
hamper legitimate medical research. 
priate for the W D  to sponsor such a bill. 
properly originate with an agency such as the National Academy of Sciences - 
National Research Council. 

At the conclusion of the report by the executive secretary, Dr. Kern 
officially signed the Foreword to the revised pamphlet on DOD medical 
research facilities, which is to be published shortly. 

A 

He personally feels that there 
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Under new business, Colonel Talbot reported that M/General Eohannon, 
Surgeon General of the Air Force has taken steps to get the USAF 5th Epi- 
demiological Flight, stationed at Clark Field, the Philippines, into 
medical research activities in the Southwest Pacific. Their efforts will 
be coordinated with similar activities of the Army in Southeast Asia. 

Colonel Talbot also reported on the status of research on protection against 
"flash-blindness.'' This program, which lagged for awhile, has been re- 
activated and is exploring five possible approaches: (1) a gold impregnated 
visor; (2) monocular eye shields; ( 3 )  irreversible phototropic-chemical 
goggles; (4) mechanical and chemical windshield devices; and (5) electro- 
mechanical devices. Colonel Huber noted that the Amy Research Institute 
of Environmental Medicine at Natick, Mass., is also investigating photo- 
tropic-chemical goggles, but their approach is somewhat different. 

General Blount noted that about fourteen months ago, chloroquine-resistant 
strains of malaria had begun to appear in various parts of the world. These 
strains can, however, still be treated successfully with quinine. In view 
of this, the Army Medical Service had initiated efforts to insure the 
maintenance of an adequate national stockpile of quinine. So far, these 
efforts have not been successful because GSA controls the stockpile level 
solely on the basis of annual use, and since the use has been negligible 
for the past several years, the level has dwindled from some 11 million 
ounces to less than 5 million ounces. The Army w i l l  continue to act as 
DOD agent in an effort to correct this situation. 

Dr. Frese reported briefly on a recent trip to severalbio-medical re- 
search laboratories made by some members of the NASA-WD Panel for SSRT, 
of the Aeronautics and Astronautics Coordinating Board. 

Dr. Kern said that since this would be his last meeting with the conference 
he had several comments he wished to make: 

(1) The proposal of Dr. Eiseman to the conference (see minutes of 
twenty-sixth conference) had been relayed to the Armed Forces the 

Epidemioloa Board with a view to the possible use in wartime of the mem- 
bers of the AFEB Commissions in such a capacity. 

(2) Dr. Kern believes that the research billets available in the 
Services could be filled more easily if some sort of a "research career" 
pamphlet were prepared and distributed to the medical schools. 

( 3 )  The AFEB has recommended to the respective military Surgeons 
General that the emphasis on medical research be increased. 

(4) He noted that the planned increase of research in BW-CW areas 
has not developed, principally because of a lack of testing capabilities. 
This problem can only be resolved at the highest governmental levels. 
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(5) The DDR&E Advisory Panel on Medical and Biological Sciences 
must have its charter renewed every two years. The members of the Joint 
Conference should begin to evaluate the efforts of this panel, and, if 
warranted, prepare the justification for its renewal. The matter of 
possible rotation of panel members should also be given serious consider- 
ation. These matters will be brought to the attention of the new chairman 
of the panel, Dr. Gerald M. McDonnel. 

(6) Finally, Dr. Kern expressed his thanks to the members for their 
continued support during his tenure as Chairman of the Conference. 

On the motion of the Chairman, the members of the Conference unanimously 
passed the following resolution: 

Since in recent months there has been a widespread appearance of dmg- 
resistant strains of the causative agent of malaria in such areas of the 
world as Laos, Cambodia, South Viet Nam and many South American countries, 
there is a pressing need for the Department of Defense to increase its 
research efforts in the field of malariology. 

Therefore, the Joint Medical Research Conference strongly recommends to the 

effort to increase research aimed at the control and eradication of malaria, 
specifically in such areas as chemotherapy, chemoprophylaxis, insect vector 

q*- < Director of Defense Research and Engineering that there be a vigorous 

control, oral and applied repellants, and immunological possibilities. ! 

w- 

There being no further new business, General Blount asked for the floor 
and was recognized by the Chairman. General Blount said that he had been 
asked, as spokesman for the members of the Conference, to incorporate in 
thee minutes the following tribute to Dr. Kern: 

"On behalf of the Medical Services of the Armed Forces, I wish to express 
our gratitude for the spirited leadership that Admiral Kern has provided 
this Group. 

"He has been responsible for establishing a mechanism for the recognition 
and definition of the problems faced in military medical research, as 
well as for the progress made in areas of mutual as well as diverse interests. 

"His revival of an expert Department of Defense medical advisory panel 
was a major step forward. 
the vigorous study of major military medical problems--his imagination, 
his resourcefulness and his enthusiasm have been an inspiration to those 
of,us.who have had an opportunity to serve with him. 

"As Chairman of the Joint Medical Research Conference he has shown a 
remarkable depth of understanding and breadth of vision. 
honesty and his moral courage have earned him our full respect. 
the warmth of his personality has made it a pleasure to work under his 
guidance .'I 

He has stimulated in each of the Medical Services 

His intellectual 
Finally, 

' I  
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The conference members voted unanimously to incorporate these remarks 
in the minutes. 

Dr. Kern thanked the members and assured them that he would always be 
available for service when needed. 

There being no further business, the Chairman adjourned the conference 
at 1130. 

The next meeting will be held in Room 3-E-794, The Pentagon, at 0900, 
8 January 1964. 

Col, USAFYMC 
Executive Secretary, OAD-R 

Distribution: 

B/General Robert E. Blount, AMR&DC, D/A 
Col Jack Bollerud, AFRSTA-SC, D/AF 
Col H. E. Griffin, OMD/M - ODMD/H&M 
Dr. Wrn W. Hammerschmidt, DSB, ODDR&E 
D r .  Frank W. Hartman, AFMSP, D/U 
Col T. E. Huber, OCRD-ARO, D/A 
Dr. Richard A. Kern, Temple University Hospital, Chairman 
Dr. N. Marcuvitz, AD-R, ODDR&E 
R/Ah William N. New, MC, USN, ODASD/H&M, OASD/M 
Capt J. A. O'Donoghue, MC, USN, W S ,  D/N 
Capt J. P. Pollard, MC, USN, ONR 
Capt C. E. Pruett, MC, USN, ODCNO/Dev, D/N 
L/Col Robert E. Robards, AFRSTA, D/AF 
Dr. C. W. Sherwin, DD/R&T, ODDR&E 
Dr. M. B. Sulzberger, AMR&DC, D/A 
Col J. M. Talbot, AFMSPA, D/AF 
Col R. R. Taylor, AMR&JX, D/A 
R/Ahiral W. Welham, MC, USN, BuM&S, D/N 
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEFENSE RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING 
WASHINGTON 15,  D.C. 

AGENDA FOR 29th MEETING OF J O I N T  MEDICAL ReSEARCH CONFERFNCE 
11 December 1963 

I. Approval of Minutes. 

11. Old Business: (based on review of all minutes since May 1962) 

Exposure standards and biological effects of microwaves - June 62 a. 
It was decided in August 1962 that JHRC should not initiate a 
symposium on above subject. However, no other DOD agency has 
done so, since that time. 

b. Clarification needed of new FDA drug regulations - Nov 1962 
Negotiations on a COD-HEW Memo of Understanding still in 
hands of respective legal representatives with little progress, 
due to unresponsiveness of FDA legal section. 

C. COD should undertake research program on design of facilities and 
equipment for military medical purposes. 

Review of efforts of each service in this matter conducted 
at February 1963 and March 1963 meetings. 
satisfactory at that time. 

- January 1963 

Progress considered 

d. Question raised as to DOD position on legislation regarding care 
of animals used in medical research. 

Army, as DOD agent, officially stated no legtslation required 
at this time. JMRC decided to maintain this position for the 
present. - July 1963. 

- July 1963. 

e. NRDL - DASA fuss regarding alleged proselyting and alleged fund 
juggling. - November 1963. 
Meeting between DASA and OAD(Research) delayed due to non- 
availability of key personnel. Scheduled for next week. 

f. Update and revise booklet on DOD medical research facilities. - 
December 1962. 

. Editing and proof-reading completed. Ready for-signature. I 
111. New Business: 

a. Two reports by Air Force: one on progress in "flash-blindness" 
research, and one on proposed research in Philippines. 

b. A report by Army on national stockpile of quinine. 


