0SD1.950209.047

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
MILITARY LIAISON COMMITIEE
P, O. Box 1814
Wasbingtonw 13, D. C.
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17 July 1958

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Members, Military Liszison Commitree

INFORMATION ITEM: MIiL Meetimg 29 July 1958
SUBJECT - Effects of Atomic Radiation (U)

REFERENCE : Letter to the Chairmmm, Militery Lisison Committee
Erom che Gemersl Mamsger, Atomic Epergy Commission,
dated 15 July 1958, concernimg the sbove sybjecr,
w/l toslosure; Statemewns by the AEC, (Case 22714~
43,1}

REMARKS :

A copy of the above referencs, with its inclosure, i# forwarded
for yowr tmfcrmation snd smy action congidered sppropriste withim your
Department .

FOR THE CHAIRMAM:
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Cy above ref. w/imclosure
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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
Wizkingtom 25, D. C.

COPY KO. 145?

Jul 13 1958

Homorable Herberxt B. Lopex
Chalrman

Military Liaiscn Compittee

U. 5. Atomic Emergy Commission

Dear General Loper:

There is esclosed, for the information of the Militery Lizison Comnittee,
e copy of 3 statement by the Atomic Energy Commissiom om the Report of
the 0. N, Scienrific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Rzdistion. The
Commission proposes to issue this statement to the genersl news media

at the gasme time that the Scientific Committee's repoxt 18 veleased to
the public. It is cur present understanding that this will be sometime
during the weeks of August 11 or 18, 1958.

Simcerely yours,

/8/Paul . Roster
General Mamager

Enclesure:
Statement by the Atomic Energy Commission
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UNCLASSIFIED COPY NO. 27

STATEMENT BY THE U. 5. 4TOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
ON THE REPORT OF THE UN SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
OR _THE EFPECTS OF ATOMIC RADIATION

The report of the United Nations Scientific Committee is a thorough-
goimg sclemtific gtudy of the whole subject ¢of the effects of stomic
radisation. It generally cormfirms the ststements in the Juns 1956 report
of the United Ststes Natiomal Academy of Scismncas with respsct to the
possible hazards from radiatiom exposures from both mam-mede szd natural
sources of radistiom. It reiterates that all usmecsssary exposure to
atomic radisiticn should be aveided.

The Committee has made egtimates of che possible effects of fallout
radiation in causing leukemia, bome camcer, snd major gemetic defects.

It is importamt to mote that in 30 far as leukemis amd bome cancer are
comcerced, the Committee h&e polnted out there iz mo certaimty that Fall-
out will produce any additiomal cases of elther dissase. AL the same time,
the Committee has taken paims to estimate the greatest number of cases
which might result from fellout umder the most pessimistic assumptioms.
The estimates for gemetic effects caused by fallout would constitute a
small fractionm of probable effects caused by matural radiation.

The publicatiom of the Committee's report 1s especially gratifying
to the Atomic Energy Commissiom since this committee of scientists had its
genesis in proposals made by the United States. 1Tm uxging the establish-

ment of the Committee, the proposition set forth by ~he United States'



Representative im toe Tenth Genersl Assembly was that, "By dissemimeting
our present knewledge and by geining edditiomsl kmowledge we canm free
ourselves from fear of the unkmnowm."” To this emd, mimy Membars of the
Unjited Nations have contriltumtad reports on radistiow amd ivs biclogicsi
effecte, The United States irgelf hwas been the largest simgle comtri-
butor of the reports received by the Coummittee amd hsez comtributed a
gt1ll greater proportiom of the documentation on radicactive fellout,

As is the case with every techmological advance, man must learn
to live with nmew risks evem az he sccepts new bemefits conferred upom
k. The Atomic Energy Commission Ls plesssd to more the Committee
belief that rsdiation problems meed wot bar imcressing pescefunl use of
muclesr emergy. On this matter of such vital sigmificence, the report
states that, "In the light of gemersl scientific experience, the
Committee confidently expects that contimuing resesrch on an increasing
scale will furpish the kmowledge urgently needed to master those risks
which we know to be associated with the development amd scope of the uses
of muclear emergy for the welfare of msmkind.™

The Atomic Emergy Commissiom spprecistes the effort that the
Compittee put imto the task of dealing with the meny uncertsimcies in
our present kmowledge. The report states that, "Aoy present attempt to
evaluate the effects of sources of rsdiatiom to which the world popula-
tion is exposed camn produce omly tentative estimates with wide margins
of uncertainty." The Atomic Energy Commissiom comcurs im the Committee's
recommendations for further imtensive study im mamy fields to narrow

these yncartainties.
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