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DIRECTOR OF DEFENSE RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING 

WASHINGTON, D C 20301 

Honorable Durward G. Hal l  
House of Representa t ives  
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear  Dr .  Hall: 

This l e t t e r  is i n  r e spokse  to the questions you asked m e  in  our  
telephone conversat ion on the 2 l s t  of Apri l  about o u r  radiobiology 
r e s e a r c h  p rogram.  

I apprec ia te  your  in t e re s t  in  this program and a g r e e  with you that 
the Depar tment  of Defense m u s t  continue i ts  radiobiology r e s e a r c h  
work on  the effects of ionizing radiation. 

A m e m b e r  of m y  s taff ,  LTC Rober t  J. T. Joy, Medical Corps ,  USA, 
i s  avai lable  to  c a m e  to your  office at your convenience and explain 
all the de ta i l s  of o u r  c u r r e n t  plans and programs.  (Tel:  OX 79215).  

After you have talked with Dr .  Joy, I would b e  most  grateful  i f  you 
would send to m e  a l e t t e r  which would give m e  the benefit of your 
thoughts and advice on this p rogram.  

Sincerely,  

John SI.  Fos te r ,  Jr. 
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TO: 

OFFICE OF THE DlilECTOR OF DEFENSE KESEAKCH AND ENGINEERlf4G 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301 

Covering Brief  * 

Direc tor ,  Defense R e s e a r c h  and Engineering 

FROM: Deputy Direc tor  (Resea rch  and Technology) 

Problem:  To answer  questions asked  you by Congressman Durward 
G. Hall about t h e  DoD radiobiology program and the future  of 
AFRRI. Dr .  Hall  telephoned you on  21  Apri l  1970. 

Discussion: A DDR&E. ad hoc commit tee  reviewed the DoD radio- 
biology effor t  in  September  - December 1969. Dr.  Chr is  
Zarafonet is  of t he  Universi ty  of Michigan w a s  Chairman.  The 
commit tee  concluded that  radiobiology nuclear  weapons effects  
r e s e a r c h  (NWER) was  essent ia l ly  complete but that the preventive 
and therapeut ic  aspec ts  of ionizing radiation i l lness  had not had 
enough work.  They recornmendcd that the DoD program emphas ize  
the medica l  a spec t s  and tha t  the AFRRI b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  f rom DASA, 
suggesting that  t he  Navy Surgeon Genera l  b e  made the executive 
manager .  
in the A r m y  and A i r  Fo rce .  

-- 

They a l so  recommended phasing out individual p rograms  

Dr.  Hal l  h a s  been br iefed by the Direc tor  and the Surgeon, 
DASA. 
radiobiology r e s e a r c h .  

H e  s t i l l  has  quest ions about what you plan to do about 

This  memorandum offers  to have LTC J o y  br ief  Dr.  Hal l ,  
and a s k s  Dr.  Hall  to w r i t e  you a l e t t e r  giving you his opinions a f t e r  
h e  has  been br iefed.  

Recommendation: That  you s ign  the attached le t te r  to  Congressman Hall. . 
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