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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR O F  DEFENSE RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

OSD1.941111.030k 
11 October 1962 

MEWMNADI FOR (see Distribution) 

SUBJECT: Ninutes of the Fifteenth Joint Medical Research Conference 

YJ 
The follawing were present at the fif teenth conference in Room 4-B-737, 

the Pentagon, OgOO - 1130 hours, 10 October 1962: 
\ 

Col 
Col 
Dr. 
Dr. 
cox 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Col 
Dr. 

B/Gen Robert E. Blount, AyIII&M=; D/A 
Jack Bollenad, M'RST-SC-LS, D/AF 
Ralph W. Bunn, ARO-OCRD, D/A 
P. d .  Frese, Jr., OIIDRW 
Frank W. %&man; ABCslt, D/AF 
Karl H. Houghton, WCBO, D/AF 
R. A. IG3rn, Temple University Hospital (Chalrmsa) 
Carl 8. Pruett, ODIlRdg 
w o n  B. Eiulzberger, AMSIX, D/A 
car1 P. Tessmer, AMBIUZ, D/A 
Herbert L. Walter, ODASD(Hea1th 6 Medical) 

Minutes of the fourteenth meeting were approved as published. 

The chairman requested distribution t o  the conference members of DOD 

He also advised 
Instnaction 5129.40, dated 6 September 1962, establisbing D m  Advisory 
Panel on the Medical end Biological  Sciences (attached). 
the conference that all replies received t o  date from prsona invited t o  be 
panel matbere ham been favorable. 
selected members have been given g ~ ~ ~ l l ~ ~ i n a r g  clearances and formal invita- 
tions t o  j o i n  the p e l  ham been extended. 
the date of 30 Howmber 1962 i s  acceptable t o  the host laboratory, Aerospace 
Medical Besearch Laboratories, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. The 
chaimm instructed the 8ecretaria.b t o  proceed with arraageamnts f o r  the 
first meeting of the Advisory Panel on that date. 

As of this date, al l  but one of the 

Colonel Houghton reported that 

lhasnnrch ae the service6 wi l l  not report the results of thedr reviews 
of the report of. I34 Task-20 un t i l  1 December 1962, discueslon of this i t e m  
was deferred u n t i l  the December conference. 

Dr. Hartman reviewed a report by Dr. Zaret, Assoclate Professor of 
ophthalmology, Hew York Unlveraity, on extensive retinal lssione emd other 
eye -e produced eqtwlmentally In rsbbit eyes expoeed t o  h e r  beams 
and on two cases of re t inal  m m n t  ruetained by htrmans accidentally 
e w s e d  t o  6uch bema. Delecueelon revealed that little work hbs been done 

get in service laboratories on the biological effects of laser baama. 
It wa8 agreed that such investigation8 should be st-lated. 
f e l t  th8t the AwJr labor(rtory at Fort lbox had a potential  and suggested that 
agPrOaChe6 imp 8 derplatolo&iccrl aepect would he valmble, 
that Air Force had hwer research under way at Rosse, Sew York, but it was 

Dr. SPlzbeFger 

Dr. Hartman said 
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mostly in  the fields of physics and electronics. A i r  Force has requested 
a research contract proposal from Dr. Zaret. Conferees agreed t o  report 
a t  the next meeting on efforts in i t ia ted  by semrlce laboratories i n  this 
field.  

Dr. Hartman brought t o  the attention of the conferees a plea from 
the Society of Nuclear Medicine that Food and D r u g  Agency of HEM not be 
given authority t o  establish new and t ighter  controls over the use of 
radioisotopes in medicine, inasmuch a8 this would establish a conflicting 
jurisdiction with AEC which has fo r  many years exercised satisfactory 
supervision i n  this area. Dr. Tessmer and Dr. Houghton, both radiobiologists, 
agreed that AEC's administration had been satisfactory. This l ed - to  a dis-  
cussion of the impact of new PPA regulations and the new PDA l a w  on medical 
research. 
were due t o  become effective in 60 days, i.e., today. 
vigorously against these new rules, as have the Surgeons General of Alaqy and 
of Air Force. There is some question 88 to  w h e t h e r  the new regulations will 
actually be put into effect, hence it was f e l t  that additional protest from 
OSD at this time was not indicated. 

The FDA zqpilations published 10 A u g u s t  1962 in the Federal Register 
NIH has protested 

Similarly, i n  view of the fac t  that the new Law pertaining t o  FDA 
authority over use of experimental drugs in medical research is awaiting 
presidential signature, it was agreed that it would not be timely o r  appro- 
pr ia te  f o r  OSD t o  take a position i n  this matter. 
new authority of FDA w i l l  be followed closely by the servfce laboratories t o  
determine if ,  in fact, there is a definite hindrance t o  sound medical research. 
Any such evidence could then be used as the basis f o r  a protest as t o  the 
administration of the new l a w .  

The application of the 

Dr. Blount informed the conference that the report from Dr. Tigertt on 
the proposed program fo r  medical research i n  Southeast A s i a  will be delayed 
further due t o  the diversion of D r .  Tigertt 's  effor ts  t o  support an emergency 
hvestigation requested by the State Department. The study on the S. E. Asia  
program has been well started but its completion date is  contingent on 
resolution of the above emergency. 

Dr. Kern reported on a recent meeting held at  G r e a t  Lakes on respiratory 
Virus infections and urged closer collaboration between services in  th i s  f i e ld  
of investigation. 

Dr. Bollerud reported that the monograph on poisonous marine life by 
Rr. Halstead i s  now i n  repllmhary production. 

The question of future support fo r  the Library of Congress (Dr. Jacobius) 
project in cataloguing and abstracting research reports i n  aviation (aero- 
space) medicine w a s  raised once more. 
expressed interest  i n  providing further support t o  this program. 

Again, and finally,  none of the senrlces 

The conference discussed the many problems associated with the identifica- __ 
t ion and retention of medical and biological research personnel in the services. 
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It was agreed that some l i t t l e  progress had’been made but that the scope of 
the problem extended well beyond’medicine and biology, encompassing a l l  
engineering and scient i f ic  disciplines. Enabling action consequently w i l l  
probably come slowly. 

The date of the next meeting o f t h e  Joint Conference was  se t  as Wed- 
nesday, 14 November 1962, i n  room 1-E-780, the Pentagon, at  OgOO. 

The meeting was ad.journed by the chairman at  1130. 

Col, USAF-M 
Chief Medical Sciences Div. 
WRI) 

1 Incl 
DOD Instruction 5129.40 
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B/Gen R. E. Blount, AMR8DDc, D/A 
C o l  Jack Bolhrud, AFRST-SC-Is, D/AF 
Col Ralph W e  Bunn, ARO-OCRD, D/A 
R / A h  C. B. Galloway, BuMed, D/k 
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Col K. E. Houghton, OSG, USAF 
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Col Carl F. Tessmer, AMR&M=, D / A 
Dr. Herbert L. Walter, ODASD(B8sM) 
~ r .  F, J. weyl, o m  AD(R) 
D r a  E. G o  F’ubini, DDDRfkE (R&IS) 
&S Advisor, mea,  ~ b ,  1i0am 7106, slag 7 
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