
MEMORANDUM FOR Assis tan t  S e c r e t a r y  of Defense (I-I&E) 
Ass is tan t  S e c r e t a r i e s  of the Mi l i ta ry  

Di rec to r ,  Defense Advanced R e s e a r c h  P ro jec t s  

Di rec tor ,  Defense Nuclear Agency 

Departments  (R &D)  

Agency 

SUBJECT: Senate Health Subcommittee Staff Review of DoD Use of 
Human Subjects in Medical Experimentat ion 

The enclosed l e t t e r  to DDR&E f r o m  Senator  Kennedy contains a 
reques t  that  DoD p resen t  a review of the use of human subjects  to 
the Subcommit tee  staff .  

We propose to comply with the r eques t  in the following manner :  The re  
wil l  be one spokesman f r o m  OSD(0DDRBiE) who wil l  speak  f r o m  a 
p repa red  text which has  been reviewed within the Mil i tary Departments  
and OSD. 
the  answer  is known, but will  in  any c a s e  b e  followed with a wr i t ten  
reply to avoid misunderstandings.  
ordinated in advance, f o r  anticipated questions. 

We understand the Senator  wishes to have the review within the next 
few weeks. Because of the s h o r t  t ime  available,  we propose to f o r m  
a working group to prepa re  the briefing and to speed its coordination. 

You a r e  reques ted  to designate  a n  action off icer  for  this working group, 
within 24 hours  of r ece ip t  of this  memorandum,  
ODDR&E point of contact by telephone, confirming by memorandum. 

The ODDRhE point-of-contact f o r  this review is Colonel Will iam S. 
Augerson, OAD/E&LS/Room 30129, Pentagon, Telephone OX 719215. 

Questions a r i s ing  during the review wil l  b e  given ora l ly  if  

Answers  will  be prepared  and co-  

Please notify the 

J V  ohn 
Thank you f o r  your  cooperation. 1.4 J 

John S. F o s t e r ,  Jr. 

E n c l  
Ltr fr Sen. Kennedy 

I 



DIRECTOR OF DEFENSE RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING 
WASHINGTON. D C 20301 

., 
3 G APR 19T3 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Chairman, Senate Health Subcommittee 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

This le t ter  is in response to your letter of April 18, 1973, requesting 
a review of the u s e  of human subjects for experimental purposes 
within the Department of Defense. 

The topic is of great  importance to DoD RDT&E and health programs. 
W e  a r e  most willing to  comply with your request. 
May 16 or  later as a date for  the briefing. 
difficult because most of those who m u s t  prepare the review a r e  
involved in scheduled OSD apportionment reviews. 

I would propose 
An ear l ier  date would be 

Thank you for  your interest  in our  work in this important area. 

Sincerely, 

. ys/ # o b  Toalrn. $ 8 .  

John S. Foster, Jr. 



OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEFENSE RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING 
WASHINGlW, D. C. 2&Ol 

Covering Brief 2 6 APR 1973 
.. - 

TO: Director of Defense Research and'Engineering 

FROM: Deputy Director (Research and Advanced Technology) (Signed) GDD 

Problem: To respond to a request f rom Senator Kennedy's Sub- 
committee on Health (Committee on Labor and Public Welfare) 
for a review of DoD biomedical research involving human 
subjects. 

Background: The enclosed letter f rom Senator Kennedy requests H 
briefing for  his subcommittee staff on the above subject. Senator 
Kennedy has shown great interest in human experimentation. His 
staff, in late 1971, misunderstood and misrepresented DoD (DNA) 
association with radiation treatment of cancer patients a t  the 
University of Cincinnati, which in turn generated a large public 
and press  reaction. In the spring of 1972, the Senator had Mr. 
Hy Fine (SASC Staff) review DoD u s e  of human subjects. The 
material provided appeared in the Congressional record as part 
of an extensive report  in an unsuccessful effort to  write a law 
governing DoD use of human subjects. Subsequently, the Senator 
succeeded in attaching an amendment to the Defense Procurement 
Bill, saying that no funds could go for  experiments using subjects 

* who were uninformed and did not consent. 

Discussion: The use of human subjects is essential to the biomedical, 
food, clothing, protective equipment and human resources pro- 
grams. The Military Departments have long had a policy which 
requires  informed consent of subjects, and provides many other 
safeguards as well. 
staff ,  the review must be handled with care. 
have been contacted about the date for a briefing (mid-May) and 
they agree. 

Because of past problems with the Senator's 
The Senator's staff 

I. 

The two documents for signature: 

(a) establish a working group to prepare the review. 

(b) respond to the Senator's letter. 

I 

* 



2 

,Rocommendation: That you sign the attachad memorandum (Tab A) 

5 - forming an OSD working group. 

That you sign and *end the kilter to Seaator Kennedy , 
(Tab B). 

Coordination: ATSD ILA) 

. 

Prep'd: Col Augcrson/mm/79215/24 Apr 73 
OAD(E&Ls)/ODD(R&AT)/3D~29 

R&E Control No. IO15 



COMMITTEE ON 
LABOR AND PUBLIC WELFARE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20510 

.. - 
A p r i l  18, 1973 

., 

The Honorable John S .  F o s t e r ,  Jr. 
D i r e c t o r  of Defense, Research and Eng inee r ing  
Room 3~1006 
The Pentagon 
Washingtm, D.C.  20301 

Dear Dr. F o s t e r :  

h a l d i n g  hearings 3n medical r e s e a r c h  i n v s l v i n g  human s u b j e c t s .  
The s i x  days of h e a r i n s s  t h a t  we have held have f s c u s e d  ,an 
a c t i v i t i e s  s p o n s x e d  by the  Department of H e a l t h ,  Educa t ion  
and Welfare .  I n  the coming weeks, we would l i k e  t 3  lo3k 
a t  a t h e r  F e d e r a l l y  f inanced  o r  sponss red  medica l  r e s e a r c h .  

a b r i e i ' i n g  f o r  the Subcmmi t t ee  staff  t o  cove r  the fo l lowing  
t o p i c s  : 

The Sena te  Heal th  Subcommittee, which I chair ,  has  been 

** 
I w m l d  ve ry  much a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you c s u l d  a r r ange  

1. The scope of t h e  Department of' Defense b iomedica l  

2. The n a t u r e  of t h e  p r o t o c s l  rev iew p r , w e s s .  

3. The s t a n d a r d s  fsr informed consen t  i n  such experiments .  

4. The s t a t u s  sf t h e  Department of Defense r e s e a r c h  

D r .  Lawrence Horowitz sf t h e  Committee staff has  been 
I 

research i n w l v i n g  human s u b j e c t s .  

. 
i n t o  psychDsurgery and b e h a v i s r a l  m o d i f i c a t i o n .  

i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  y s u r  o f f i c e  c s t x e a i n g  such a br i e f ing .  
w N 1 d  a p p r e c i a t e  your e a r l i e s t  p x s i b l e  c s s p e r a t i m  w i t h  
t h i s  r e q u e s t .  D r .  Horowitz 'tee c a n t a c t e d  a t  225-8337. 

I 

* 



The followbg quaetione were asked by De. Horowltz zt the meeting laet 
week: 

1. Pleaso provida the military department regulations which pertain 
Please include to  hazardoua duty such a e  heat ntrarie, centrifuge work. 

any forms, oummary of procodurea which might aid in understanding 
this work. ~ 

2. What work involvtng psychmurgcry and atereotsctic surgery of 
a noa-research nature i s  performed in Don? 

3. Please provide a summary and description of research in the 
h-iman reeourcea program which involves operant cordittoning techniques 
applied to human subjecta. 

i 

0. U 
Lri- 

4. 

5. 

What radiation reeearch i s  performed which involves human subjects? 

Please provide a summary dsecription of the DoD participation in 
University of Cincinnati radiation reaearch prograni. 

6. Why were not actual patiente who acquired malaria in Vietnam used 
to teat fo r  new drug efficacy in the malaria research program? 

menta to conduct experimentation on human subjects 7 

! 

i 
I 7. What le the legal baeis or authority for DoD and the Mil i tary Depart- 
j 

8. What  use is made of confined military prisoners for human 
experimentation 7 



Dr. Collhfi 
AF /RDPS (Wurnan Resources) 

i .  

I 

Colonel Augerson:ad 
23May73179215 

2 


