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ﬁ ‘U DEFARTMENI OF DEFENSE
MILITARY LIALSON COMMITTER
¥. . Box 1814
Weaghinmgton 13, 0. C,
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17 July 1258

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Members, Military Lisisom Committes

INFORMATION ITEM: MLC Meeting 29 July 1958

SUBJECT : Effeccs of Atomic Radistion (I

REFERENCE : Letter to the Cheirman, Milftary Liaison Committee
from the Gemeral Mamaper, Atowd: Emergy Commissiom,
dated 15 July 1958, comncernizg the sbove subject,
w/l {pclosure: Statement by the AEC (Case 22714-
43.1)

REMARKS ¢

A copy of the above reference, with ite inclosure, 15 forwazrded
for your information amd smy action comsidersd sppropriste within your

Department .
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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
Washingrow 25, D, C.

COPY RO, __/;_5:’

Jul 15 19538

Honorable Herbert B. Loper
Chairman

Military Lisison Committee

U. 5. Atomic Energy Commission

Degr Gemersl Loper:

There is enclosed, for the lmformstion of the Militarvy Lisison Commitres,
# copy of a stetement by the Atowmic Energy Gowwissiom on the Report of
the U. N. Scientific Committee om the Effects of Atomic Redistion. The
Conmission proposes to issue this statement to the genersal news wedia

at the same time that the Scientific Committee'’'s report is xeleased to
the public. It is our present understanding that this will be sometime
during the weeks of August 11 or 18, 1958.

Sincerely vours,

/8f{Paul F. Foster
Geoersl Maneger

Enclosure:
Statement by the Atomic Emergy Commission
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STATEMENT BY THE U, S. ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
ON THE REPORT OF THE UN SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
ON_THE EFFECTS OF ATOMIC RADIATION

The report of the United Natioms Sciemtific Committee 15 & thorough-
going scientific study of the whole subject of the effects of stomic
radigtion. It generslly confirms the statements im the June 1%56 reporr
¢f the United States Natiomal Academy of Sciences with respect to the
possible hazards from radiation exposures from both mem-made énd maturgl
sources of radiatiom. It reiterstes that sll unmecescsry sxposure mo
atomic radiationm spowld be aveided.

The Committee has made estimates of the possible effects ¢f fallout
radistion in causing leukemisa, bone cancer, amnd major generic defects.

o It is important to note that im so far as leukemis smd bome cancer are
o concerned, the Committee has poluted out there igs mo certainmty that fell-
out will produce any additiomal cases of either disesse. Ar the same rime,
the Compittee has takem pains to estimste the grestest mumber of cases
which might result from fallout vnder the most pessimistic azsumptions.
The estimstes for genetic effects caused by fellout would comstitute &
small fraction of probable effects caused by matursl radiatiom.

The publication of the Committee's report is egpectially gratifying
to the Atomic Energy Commissiom since this committee of sciemtists had itg
genesis in propossls mede by the United States. Im wrginmg the establish-

ment of the Committee, the proposition set forth by the United Stetes'



Representatrive in the Tenth Genersl Assembly was that. "By diszeminsting
pur present krmowledge snd by grining sdditiomel krowledge we cam free
ourselves from fear of che unkmown." To this end, sumy Members cof the
United Natioms heve comtrituted reports om radistion amd its biclogicwl
effects. The United States ftself hes been the largssr simgle contri-
butor of the reports received by the Committee and har contributed &
gtill greater proportiom of the documentatiom on tadicscrive fallowu-.

As {2 the cése with every techmological advance, men must learn
to live with mew risks evem as he sccepts mew bemefits conferred upon
bim. The Atomic Energy Commiselon ie plessed to nores the Commitiee
belisf that zadistion problems need mot bar incresxsing pescatnl use of
nuclesy energy. On this matter of such vitsel significance, the repert
gtates that, "lo the light of gemeral sclentific experience, the
Committee confidently expects that contimning research on an imcreasing
scale will furnish the kuowledge urgently neaded to muster those risks
which we know tc be associsted with the development aud scope of the uses
of nuclear emergy for the welfare of wankimd."

The Atomic Emergy Commission spprecistes the effort that the
Commuittee put into the tazk of desling with the memy uncertaimties in
our present kmowledge. The report states that, "Any presept aktempt to
evaluste the affects of sources of radiarion to which the worlid popula-
tion i8 exposed cam produce omnly temtative estimates with wide wmargins
of uncertainty.” The Atomic Energy Commission comcurs im the Committee's
recommendstions for further intensive study im many fleldz to narrow

these uncertasinties.



