
Dear Mr' S e c r e t a r y :  

1 h a v e  bzcn  a d v i s e d  t h a t  J l r .  Gruri t  I,. Mclchuis, y a u r  D. 'par t iner i f ' s  
r c p r c s c n t a t i v c  on t h e  Buard o f  E d i ~ t o r i a l  Advisors  01 o u r  d e p a r l -  
ntental month! y p u b l i c a t i o n ,  Kzdiolo-qical -__ t!ealth __. Data -- and R W ~ S L S ,  
h t s  b e e a  t r a n s f e r r e d  from t h e  Defense Atoxic  Support- Agcncy and 
i s  no l s n g e r  i.n n p o s i t i o r :  t o  s e r v e  on t h e  BoarJ.  I$? T W L F  jrtdccd 
p l e a s e d  t o  havc 111.. 1lekllL:i I: i's ) o u r  repreir:,l:;Stivc and we r T i ! : h  t c s  

r e c o g n i z e  h i s  va.lued s e r v i c e s  w h i l e  a menbcr. 

Members o f  t h i s  g roup  a r c  d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r i e s  of t h e  
Depar tmen t s  o f  A g r i c u l t u r c ,  Conm,-rce, a:?2 Uefe;ise,  t h c  C l i a i r n i m  
o f  t h e  A t o m i c  Energy Commi~ssion, and t h e  Comnissioner 01 t h e  FOOLI and 
Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  Thc Chajrnian i s  Fir, J n m c s  G .  T ~ r ~ i 1 1 ,  J r . ,  
D i r e c t o r  o f  o u r  Nat ional .  C e n t e r  f o r  Radiological  t l c a l t h .  Thc C f i l l ~ c r  
i s  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  component o f  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e ' s  Bureau 
of D i s e a s e  Y r e v e n t i o n  and Environmental  C o n t r o l .  

The role  o f  a Board  member i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  one of  aclvisi.ng u s  c o n c e r n i n g  
o u r  p u b l i s h i n g  of d a t a  on environmeutal  r a d i a l i o n ,  such a s  n a t u r a l  
background ,  X r a y s ,  i s o t o p e s  and f a l l o u t  and a s s i s t i n g  i n  d i r e c t i n g  
r e l e v a n t  d e p a r t m e n t a l  d a t a  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  t o  OIJI- a t t c c t i o n .  T h i s  
p u b l i c a t i o n  f u n c t i o n  s t ems  from a 1959 P r e s i d e n t i a l  d i r e c t i v e  to o u r  
Department  to assume p r imary  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  vi t h i n  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  
Branch f o r  the c o l l a t i o n ,  a n a l y s i s ,  and i n t e r p r c t a t i o n  u f  t h e s ?  d a t a .  

May w e  i n v i t e  y o u r  nomina t ion  of a member of your  Department t o  
r e p l a c e  D r .  Hekhuis .  
you may wish  t o  c o n s i d e r ,  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  who i s  boLh s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  
compe ten t  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  and s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  i s s u e s  i n v o l v e d .  

I w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  f a v o r a b l e  r e sponse  t o  t h i s  r e q u e s t .  

We would s u g g e s t ,  among t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of c r i t e r i a  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

Honorab le  R o b e r t  S. McNamara 
S e c r e t a r y  o f  Defense  
Washington,  D. C.  

A.:;;:. , S e c r e t a r y  !J 

5173 


