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DEFENSE ATOMIC SUPPORT AGENCY 
ARMED FORCES RADIOBIOLOGY RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

BETHESDA. MARYLAND 20014 

DDS 

MEMORANDUM FOR: ASSISTAW SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (Atomic Energy) 

ATTN: LCDR Wm, 0. K. Rentz 

SUBJECT: FRC Working Group Meeting 

1. There i s  to be another  meeting of t h e  Working Group on Tuesday, 

November 21.  A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  w i l l  be f u r t h e r  d i scuss ions  of new a r e a s  

which t h e  Working Group should cons ider  i n  t h e  fu ture .  

HAROLD 0. WYCKOFF 
Deputy D i r e c t o r ,  S c i e n t i f i c  



&)Medical Research Council 
M Park Crescent. London W1 

'telephone 01 -636 6422 
tdagrsm Medrwco W d o  London 

24th October 1967 

I :I t - 1  enclosin,~ a copy 01' : .  I ~ t t e r  which I have been asked to send 
' 1 1 .  aulilor of the Oak Ridge National I O  ] ) I .  Si I.. 

1.aI ' 3  r,itoi.:- i ~ p o t - 1  "ORNL-4101 ~ J I I  L)ose-Estimation Studies Related to 
1~'i.q ' ~ ~ ~ ~ s e c l  ( onstruction of an  Atlantic-Pacific Interoceanic Canal with 
\ L I < ,  I I'LL 1' !.' >, plosjves: Phase 1". 

I ICSS  in  his capacii I 

T!i is report appears to misinterpret recommendations made by 
t i l , .  . . Iedi~-.~I Research Council regarding radiation exposure of populations. 

The Medical Research Council view with some concern this 
;I l ~ p i i  rent niisinterpretation of their  recommendations and hope that in your 
c.ai\:,%.ity : I S  a member of the staff of the Federal Radiation Council, you 
j!l:' . le XIJIC? to prevent any misunderstanding of this kitld from gaining 
' '  ! ( . :  cui*rrncy. 

~ 

Yours sincerely, 

R. C. Norton, MB 
Senior Medical Officer 

1 1  I. I h u l  C. Tompkins 
I .ccleral Radiation Council 
Washington DC 20449 
USA 



Medical Research Council 

telephone 01-636 5422 1. 
telegrams Medresco Wesdo l.05, .,,-. 

' 20 Park Crescent, Lond 

' -,.. , .. 

- *  
, .. I am writing to you about the Report of the Oak Ridge National Laborator 

O:<SL-4101 on "Dose-Estimation Studies Related to Proposed Construction of ,!.' 

. . ': an :\tlantic-Pacific Interoceanic Canal with Nuclear Explosives: Phase l", wi:h:, 
,'pa i.:,icula:. reference to  the quotation ~-~ of ~ action levels recommended by the 

i :.~.i .~. '. 
I '. ', 
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.~ 

I 
. .. 

.' ' .'.;\I L ,. :c.:il i :<,.;<:arch Council. ,>. 
._ . ... 1;. ,.'I. 

8 . .  , i  ... i izive been asked to d r a w  your attention to an apparent misunderstandin, 
. line mngnitude. These R,IIlC action levels do not in fact refer  to plamed -i. 

ly to the wholly ~- L'>.,,,.s[irc nl' populations - as your study appears to do - but a 
c i i i ,  ,.,*on: h,tutl t ion of rgmedial ':~cti,bns when an unplanned -ae"_ an unintended environ- 

As your report emphasis- . . _  e: t -  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , i , ~ , I ~ , c ~ t i ~ . ~ ~ t t i i i ~ ~ ~   ion has alrcil'lly 'occurred. 
.i.i,..; ';y nriii fairly, such situatI,, , , .-i do not involve decisions as to what dose 
id i l i ,  ~ wouitl  have been intended, i l l i t  what levels of environmental contaminatiorr, .<: 
01- . , ses  arising from accident;i.; exposure would necessitate the actuation of .;- 

-.: ;t.ula I' remedial measures  i o  ';,.event higher doses being received, accepting 
a i  ~.emcrr,ial. measures  in t i ~ c ; ~  I : : , < , \  i re s  may involve s o p e  component of risk-whic' 
11 vary according to their  a ~ i l a l ~ i l i t y  or extent of application. F o r  planned :: 

.L'sposures of .members of the general  population the Council fully accepts the ,': , ,  

bition takenay the International Commission on Radiological Protection. 

- .  

i I am advised that the,Council regards  it as very important that thei . . .... - 
m c ~  ~innienciations should be correctly interpreted and that action levels til;: :'..: 

tiicy have recommended f o r  unplanned radiation exposure of the general p o p l a t i  
should not be quoted as referr ing to, ' ,or in support of, planned exposures. 
~. 
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. ,  3, 'C. Norton, MB 
Senior Medical Officer 

,:. C;. Struxness 
,tic;.gc Xational Laboratory 

i:. I l lioge 
, .,;,essee 

i -5:; 

i,'ct;>ics to: The Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare, USA 
Dr Shields Warren, Federal  Radiation Council, USA 
D r  P a u l  C, Tompkins, 11 tI 
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