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Psrtfculnrly  p l t a r i n g  t o  a research minded Lndivldual wab the spirited 
endoreemcnt of the requcgt for A teoearch labcrstor'y ,eC the new Naval Med- 
i ca l  School prepared by CDRyC. S. Stephenson, MC, USN:9 "No record has bean 
found of an insrftotion, aayvhurr, in clrc a111on dollar class which doer 
not have I well organlzed program of research. Yer the Medical Dcpartmcnr 
of t h e  Navy rpanda over four m i l l i o n  do l lars  B year f o r  suppl ies  and equip- 
ment and har no functioning rerearch progrsrn. True, vc have had sporadic 
f i t u  of reocatch, buc none have f u l f i l l e d  the meaning of the word, and in 
the main have d i e d  of nonuupport, lack of appreciation o f  the v i f u ~  of the 
rcocarch, or purely t o  carry out the habit spasm policy of rotating person- 
nel .  Compared with industrial research a8 i t  is chnducted by thc & t e a t  dec  
f r i c i l l  and chemical foundations, a l l  medical research I s  m06t haphazard, io. 
d i v l d u a l l s t i c ,  and, hence, not highly efficient", B W D  needs alony more 
Stephcneonsl 

Experimentation wtth human subject#, and the quertion of informed con- 
sent WOB much In t h e  msdfcrl and lay press in 3974, but nine years before 
t h e  Research Division was formed, such experimentation wss agreed upon for 
physfolaglcnl rerearch with the  submarine escape device, the "lung", and i n  
deeprea diving act ivity conducted a t  the EDU a t  the Navy Pard, Washington, 
b.C, In 1932 BWI3 W L - Q L ~  GO the  StcNav, glving in deta i l  the protocof for 
the planned experimento and requerting approval. l o  SecNav approved the  re- 
quest for the work, w i t h  the understanding that  a l l  eubjsctr should bo fn- 
formed volunteers; that the detai led protocol be apprnvad i n  advance, and 
chat every precaution be taken t o  prevent accidents, Zt: should be noted thr 
the.work W E  entirely supported by the Rutcsu of Conetruction and Repsir 
(BuCbH) but chat BLmED had a t  least one medical officer asaigned with appro. 
prfate aeefacaate, and that there wao an advieory c o n d c t e a  v i c h  a BUHH) 
representative on i t ,  ln the early days, CAPT E. W, Brown, MC, USN, 

But permiaefon for animal experimentation was not so easy. The author 
w i l l  be forgiven,  I t r u s c ,  for augmenting che formal history gleaned from 
the co ld  o f f i c i a l  letter8 and formal report6 by adding I personal experience 
We had been doing nn t x t e n d v e  biochemical experiment on dogs breathing ox- 
ygen under preileure i n  the chamber a t  &DU, attended by a i r  breathing medical 
perronncl, and werc quite well along when Irene Cestlc came to  Washington 
end made on emotional plea before a committee of Congrcsa to stop all oni- 
mal cxperlmrntacion in the  U. S. Thfa antivfvissctfonist tirade frightened 
t h e  Chief,  BuC&R, who ordered our work dlrcontinucd. 
of hard and dangerous work under h i s h  presbure were about t o  be loat, and 

Knowins that  the moatha 

-andurn NG43/S-E(2S)CO/clh dated 9 December 1939 t a  Chief ,  BUHED, 
SubJect: 
enC108ing A statement by LT A, R. Behnke, J r r r  HC, USN, proposing the lab- 
oratory. 

~ O R ~ ~ M ~ P  l a t t e r  of 5 A p r i l  1 9 3 2 ,  S92(041)  t o  SecNav v ia  BuNav d:h CNO, 
Subject :  
"lung" and in deepeec, Jiving at: EDU, 

Raseerch IAhnratOty for the new WS, c iunsd by h'. Chambers and 

Iiaaards t o  pereonncl in phyeiological  research wfrh submnrlnc? 
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