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FCURTH ENDORSEMENT on NAVAIRDEVCEN ltr Ser 4631 of+ 10 Nov 1972

From: Chief of Naval Ogerations
To: Secretary of the MNavy (ASN(R&D))

Subj: Permission for the use of human subjects to evaluate
automobile occupant restraint systems; request for

Ref: (a) SECNAVINST 3900.39 of 28 Apr 1969

1. PForwarded, recomnmending app: al of the use oifi human
volunteers, commencing upon rec t of sucn approval, to
evaluate various automobile a¢ . t restraint systems utilizing
a horizontal linear accelerat.c sled.

2. The provosed program involves exposure of human volunteer
subjects to controlled linear acceleration force profiles safely
within established human tolerance limits. The subjects are

all experienced and have been exposed previously to impact-type
accelerations on the horizontal accelerator to be used in these
tests., Thnis Drogram is zart of an on-going contractual effort
batwe=n thz Nzval Air Davelorrent Center and the Derartment of
Transportation and thase tests are reguired to enable the
Derartment of Transportation to apcrove automobile occupant

restraint system da2signs., The develogment of more efifective .
restraint svsiems Zor automobile cccucsants will be of direct
benefit to Nawvy tarsonnel and their decendents and the technolocy
daveleoad is diragtls troinsfesrasbla fo ssrscnanel oprotscticn and
safety enginesring design consideratzcns for military aircrasic.

3. The basic corresvondence, with endorsements, has been
carefully reviewed. The Chief of Naval Material has recommended
approval. The Chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery has also
recommended avproval and commented that the risk to the health
of these volunteers is acceptably low and that the protocol for
obtaining informed consent, as well~as the medical supervision,
support and safeguards planned are considered to be adeguate.
The requirement to obtain the data which this project will yield
is further strongly endorsed; howvever, the comments ©I the
Chief, Bureau of Ma2dicine and Surgery concerning the agplica-
bility of these data to validation of anthropometric dummy
biodvnamics and/or mathamatical models are also endors=d by

the Chief of Naval Operat:ions. The Chief of Naval Perscnnel

has recommended aooroval of the utilization of acctive duty
personnel in existing billets for voluntary duty as expesrimental
subjects in this gprogran.
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%ﬁé? 4. The Commander, Naval Air Development Center is directed
g this endorsement to meet all the requirements imposed by

KA reference (a).
o, 5. A letter of implementation has been prepared and your

e signature is recommended.
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