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| Dea¥ Art:

This is a brief preview of the itenms up for considerntion at

the XBAC meoiing scheduled for June 13. The imporient topics are:

a. thet should be the ONR poliey in ressrd to AEC -
participation in research contracts? D

b, ¥hat should OBR do when the ¥atlomal Science R
Fomdation Bill is pasted by Congress? -

¢. The ONR offer to conduet basic research for -
the ¥ational Hilitary Estahushment. ~.

¥ith regnrd to (a), the AZC-ONR agreement resarding Joint
interest in basic research covers the pubjects related to nuclesr
rhysice such as physicas, chemistry, mathenmatices end rediodiclegy.
According to this agreement, estadlished in 1947, OFR would undertske .
to Tirce contracts for the AZC vhen Emtually approved and accept trans- W)
fer of funds from ARG under the same conditlons, Howaver, circumstances 7.
vere such that the ABC support hag.been almost entirely in the fields DS
of nuclear physics and radiodology.. In the nuclear physics program
currently operating at an anmonl expenditure mmte of adout $7,000,000, g
AZC contritutsd $4,300,000 as comared %o ONRYs $2,700,000, and the T
prosnect for 1950 and 1951 remeins the seme insofar as ONR's contribu- Co
tion is concerned due to ceiling limitations., In the radiobiological
field, CIR has accepted funds from AEC to place new contracis as well
as to supmort Jointly existing OKE conirnets, s Office of Yavel Bew
search handles Jad®§ ne many contracts here for AXC as are Jointly
supported.] The AEC has started this yenr o make-its own basic resea.rch

contracts and expects by fiscal 1951 %o have’ 1te own Progral on 8 more
or less permanent basis, The question “ia %o what extent . should OFR

retain support of basic ‘rasgarch {n' rmdlobiology and nuclear rhysics,
and this question: -shodld’ 'be anmred 1n the light of the proba'ble

-

nvailnble deget of OHR, —; 0

B ¢ 'beliqve yon k:ww m's position with respect Yo the prooosed
¥ationsl Science Foundation, I the Bill Is passed 1% 1s hardly likely
the Foundation can sleri operations until Detween ona and #wo yesrs.

Whenever t.he l'mdatipn 1u ready, ozm vonld. be nrmre‘i to discuss

e ST




A e At 5L the nu-;
"‘""‘% iil (? ggh “for its praunt opemting level in résearch en the

\5 Agamu ABaY Mo¥é ‘sephasie could de placed on’items’ importent 4o the*
“vhlla fointaining an apprepriats limited amount for e .

Frelieneive’ rnaarc-h program \f111 thia ‘osition be supported by

This 1g in
EHE '-11119 with BDB policy. ‘since RUB wighes, aa far as possible, to allocate
NG mh resnonsibility,” Enclosed 1g copy of latter to the Cheirmen, Come

- mi%tee on Bosic Physieal Sciences, which 1111 erplain the reasons for
this step, In this connection, the point on which wa showld appreciade
- 4nformal discusslon and consideration is to what extent OFR shomld be
. ~- receptive 'to acting for the Hational. !ﬁitary Patadlishment on besic re-
search, This letter point of #ourse goes further than the request for
_primary respons{bility sinse primary rasponeibility is not% intended to
" interfere with programs of the other Services, At present the Office
of Dafanss within vhich tho RUB worke 48 not permitted authority to o
., opsrate in any such way, Should an effort be mnde to secure such « . .
. authority for the Office of Defense and thereby center tasic researah S
.~ contracting and genersl supervision of besic rescarch in ons offioa™
"instend of laaving 14 to the three ailitary departments 1ndmendeniiy.

- Perhapa this will serve to outlina the questions I would - |
particularly like to discuss with you, and 1 an mos$ appreciative of
the opportunity to do so.- You have been closer to tha ONR progranm.
than most of the prosent memders of the Comnittee and, in addition,.
your experience and poin% of view seen to me to be especially helpfﬁ;.
Following our discussion of these matters, I should hope to bring you¥
point of view dack with ma for the Cormittec meeting in any forn you
may vwish, - o

I am looking forward to sceing you on Friday, dbut do not iet
ne t-keo too mueh of your time. .

Sincerely yours, “\

Alan 7. Vaterman b oo %0 R
_ Deputy Chief end Ohief samzhﬁ
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7 June 1949 i
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Feiel Dp, A. B Compton
- . Washington University
© ;o 8%, Loula, Missourl

' A Dear Art:

This 1s 2 brief preview of the iltems up for considerstion at
the RBAC meeting scheduled for June 13, The important topics are:

a. Uhpt should be the OER policy in regard to AEC
participation in research contracts?

b, Yhat should ORR do when the ¥atlonal Sclence
Foundation Bill 18 vassed by Congress?

¢. The ONR offer to condued basic resezrch for
the Fationa)l Hilitary Eatadlishment,

t7ith regnrd to (a), the ARC-ONR sgreement regarding joint

interest in bBeeic vesearch covers the subjects related to ymuclear
physice such as physice, chemlistry, mathenatics and radiobiolegy.
According o this agreement, estadlished in 1947, OFR would undertake
to place contracts for the AEC vhen mutunlly approved and zecept transe
for of funde from AZC under the same conditlons, However, circumstances
were guch that the ARC support has.been almost entirely in the fields
of nuclenr physics and radiodlology.. In the nuclear physics program
currently operating nt an annoal expenditure rate of about $7,000,000,
AZC contritoted $4,300,000 &5 coupaered %o OHR's $2,700,000, ~nd the
prospect for 1950 snd 1551 remins the sepe insofar ns ONRYs contribm-
tion i concerned due to ceiling limitations, In the radiobiolozlcal
field, OIR hmg eccented funds from AZC to plege new coniracis as well
gs to suonort Jointly existing ONR contmcts.i a Nffice of Kawml Hew

yi e search handlee Sed#d ng many controctes here for AXC as are Jointly

H supported.] The AEC hag started this yenr $o make itz own basic research
contracts and expecis by f£4acal 1951 to have its own DTOET2D Oh n more
oT less vernanent basis. The quastiun i 40 what extent should OXR
retain support of btasie “reaearch in' rndlobiology and nuclesr physics,
and this question -ghould’ 'ba answaraq. .'ln th.e light of the prodadle

avallatle hudget cf onn.,

1 'belicve you k:n,w D}E‘s position with respect to the pronosed
Yational Sclence Foundation, . If the Bill Is pnssed it is hardly likely
the Foundation can stexrt opemtiona until hetween one and two yemrs,

Whenever the Foundatipn 13 ready, OnR :oultl be prepafed to discuss
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Tk rapﬂfcr r. 8. sailatly’ ‘basic rnéarch % the Foundation. but the Haﬂr
u:mu to*!,;gh% for 14s present opers}ing level in research en the ' ..

: 'luu Abad More dmphasis could de placed on items importont to the-

- ; vy progran‘vhils maintaining an appropriate limited amount fora

R ” cﬁ!prlhaulin rnaarch progra.m \fill thia pocition be supported by

AR The H’avy haa aeked. the RIIB. through the Gommittae on Baslc
Physiml Sciences of HDB, for allecation of primary resronsibdility
“for baslo research in the physiocal seliences to the ¥avy. This 1s in
'; 111ne with DB policy, since RUB wishes, sa far na possidle, to allocate
" such resvwonsibility, Enclosed 18 copy of letter to the Cheirnen, Cou
mittee on Iosle Fhysieal Sciences, which v1ll erplain the reasons for
this step, In this connection, the point on vhich wa should apvreciate
infornal discusslon and consideration 1s to what extent OFR should be
" receptive to acting for the ¥ational Hilitary Botablishment on bunlc re-
search, Thia latter point of dourse goes further than the request for :
primary responsibility sinse primary responeidbility is no% intended to Y
interfere with programa of the other Saervices, At present the Office e
of Defense within whleh the RDUB works 4s not permitted authority %o
. operate in any such wey, Should an effort be mnde to secure such - : vl
authority for the Office of Defense and thereby center tnsic research -
" gontracting and generanl supervigsion of bBasic research in ons offica”
Ansterd of laaving 1% to the three nilita.*y departments independen¥ly,
— Perhaps this vi1l serve to outlina the questions I would .
particularly like to discuss with you, and 1 an mos$ aporeclative of °
tha opportunity to do so.- You have been closer to tha ONR progran
than most of the present membars of the Comnittee and, in addition, S
your experience and point of view sean to me to ba especially helpf\).’g.
Fellowing our discussion of these matters, 1 should hove to bring youd
point of view dack with me for the Committeo meeting in any forn you s R
may wish, T ' S

s N

I an looking forward to seceing you on Friday, dut do not 10‘3
ne t-ke too meh of your time. _

Sincerely yours, . b
\ '.' - 1‘.“-.'

Alan 2. Vatemman ' . -
Depnty Chief and Ohdef Seifmtiﬂx
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