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Colonel John R, Wood, MC

chie:;d Badical Research & Developwent
Bo

Office of the Surgeon Gemeral

Department of the Army

¥ain Havy Bullding

Weshington 25, D.C,

Dear Colonel Wood:

The folloving resms of a meeting with the Advisory Board of
the Divirion of Blology and Medieine, Atomic Energy Gammission,
and representatives of the Military Services is submitted for

your infornation,
[ 4

The Advisory committee to the Diviefon of Biology and Medicine
is headed by Dr. Alan Gregg., ‘'he other members of the cummittes
are Dr, Erpest ¥, Goodpasture, Dr, Detlev ¥, Bronk, Dr. Edward A,
Doisy, Dr., Curt Stern and Dr, Joseph T. Wesrn.

The Military Services were represented by Admirsl F, C, Greaves,
Captzin R, H, Haight, U°N,, Captain Charles Eehrens, USKN,, Brig.
General ¥William Powell, USAF,, and Brig. General James P, Cooney,

. Arxy,

The Atomic Energy Cammiscion vas represented by Dr. Shields Varrem
and his rtaff,

The xilitery problem was presented by Frig. General James P, Coobey
at followzr Thers is a great discrepancy in the thinking emong
padical men regarding the acute effecte of ionizing rediation om

the humen, As en exmmple, some three yoars esgo a quostionnaire was
circulsted by Dr, Robert Bewell, Frofessor of Rajiology at Stanford
University, to a large group of radiologlets throughout the country,
One of the questions asked wes, "What i85 ihe smallert dose of Jonising
radistion delivered acutely thet vill cause an immediste earwlty to
a soldler?” The ensvers varied from 25 r to 800 r, Obviourly, such
& ransro ie in error and such sn answer to a Field Commamier would be
very unsetisfactory. I1f & weapon vere to be ured tacticslly, one
might visualize a large group of military persommel vho had been sub-
jected to various dosages ranging from 50 r to 150 r. What vill be
the scute effect on such individuals, end vhen will they be ready for
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Colonel Jobhn R, VWood -2e Eovember 13, 1950

combat? Dr, Shislds Warrsn feels that ve alrealy have sufficient
data to answer this question, In this I concur, However, this
ansvar is unncoeptable to a large mumber of doctors and does not
heve the bacidng of any organiced group, It is felt that s problem
of such vital concern to the military sheuld have the consideration
and advice of a group representative of Ameriocan medicine, If

ruch a group feels that the best ansver is already available, the
rilitary should be so advised, If it is not aveilable, the mili-
tary should bo advised concerning methods of securing such an
anaver,

Dr. Gregg and the mambers of his committee were extremsly interested
in this problem end Dr, Gregg volunteered to asrume the rerponsiti-
lity of obtaining this enswer from a group of nationally knowvn medical
suthorities, The mflitary expressed their appreciation to dr. Gregg
for this suggertion.

Sincerely yours,

Jamcs P, Coonoy

Prigadier Genernl, MC

Chief, Radiology Branch
Division of Military Application

cct Adm, Greaves, USN
Capt, Haight, SN
Capt, Behrens, USN
B#ig, Gen, Powell, USAF

J PCooney/vks

S0 Addressee -

Adm. Greaves

Capt, Haight

Capt. Behrens

Gen, Powell

Gen. Cooney
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Fesume of the meeting witlh the Advisory Boaré of the Division of
Riologr und Medicine, Atomic Fnergy Commission - 10 November 1950.

1. The Advisory comrittee consirte of the following:

Dr. Alan Gregg - Chairman
Dr. Emest W. Goodpasture
Ir. Detlev W. Bronk

Ur. Edwerd A. Doisy

Ir, Curt Stemn

Ir. Joseoh T. WNearn

2. The Surgeons Genersl were represented by Brig. Gen. Jame«s P,
Cooney, USA; Brig. Gen., William Powell, USAF; and Kear Admirel F. C.
Gretuves, USN. Dr. Shields Farren represented the AEC.

2. The meeting wae opened with a report uhon the vurious reseurch projectis

in the medicel field belng currently sponsored by the AEC,

L., Im, Werren ctated thet the protlem of the ALC encompueced the whele
field of stonmic energy inplict {ions within the field of mecdicine #n¢ neces-
eerily includeC both military und civilian irterests. The firet iter. on
the egende wee to arcertein the viewpolints of the militery services with
rerpect tco the AEC reseerch nrogrem, particulerly as it effected their
nrot-lems,

. The Cheirmar celled uron the vurlour service representetives in turn
for such commenit as they decired tc make.

€. The Navy vierpoint was expressed by Admiral Greaves who etated thut he
believed the nrogrem as outiinec tc be satisfuctlorily broud and cowmpre-
henrive und obviourly decigned to anewer many of the probleme thet affected
the courtry se a whole. The Navy wee interested ir all these inveetig: tione
becruse it hae the same probleme, in cormor with the civilian componente

of ihe nution as well as rith the other branchet of the frmed Forces. 1Ihe

datr. resuliing fror the AEC reseurch orogran woulé be universally epnlicable.

Trere were some udditional problems which nre peculiar tc the Nevil Service
whiclt were being investignted &t navel incirilstions. One of these cor-
cermed contaminction and decontrminetion of shipe. Another problem, ue yet
unensrerec vvs thel concerned with: permissible exposure deie if anc wiger
nuclerr energy is used o provide the novwer in submarines and other shine.
It vnf pointed ocut thet the problem wes of concern because of neceseity for
the crewe tc continue the operetion of the ship without the probeble chance
for replucements of those who might becoune over-exposed. '
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7. Captain Betrene and Capteir Haizght elsbornted upon what wae knowm
rbout permirsible dosages ond the difficuliies of epplying those dzta
to the problem, the main consideration being operctional effectiveness
an? proper dieposition of personnel who have received a substantial dose

of rudietion.

. General Cooney presented the Army viewpoint by etzting the great die-
crepancy among recognisred euthorities on permissible dosager. 'The opirions
of these experte had been canvassed and was found to very from 25 r to

800 r. Suck data 1is of little value to the medical officer with troope
wvhe ie asked to determine the avuilebility of exposed men for combet duty.

@, The Army proposed human experimentstion on & group of 200 eervice
volunteers tc determine the effecte of operttional effectiveness to dosuges
of totsl body radiation within presumsbly low sufe zones.

10. 'Tis provoked genercl discuscion among all the members of the Advisory
commitiee. They felt that human experimentation was not justified and that
rufficient information coulé be obtained from animal experimentation and
interwoletion from clinical dutse.

11. The Chairman volunteered to obtain the opinions of quaelified authoritiies

in the field of radiology upon the value of present informelion in solving
the problem of the military services.

F. C. GREAVES
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