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DEPARTMENT OF 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY Y W R  fllL REFEREN-1 

IN RLPLY REFER TO: 

Rehi- Admiral C l i f f o r d  A. Svanson 
Surgeon Seneral, U. S. Navy 

‘ ’  Washington 25, D. C. 

* 
I 

!!‘he enclosure describes b r i e f u  the development and some of the 

under supervision o f  the Research and mucation Serrlce, Depertment 
-~cconpl i shmcnts ,  o f  the Radioisotope Progrm which is carried on 

,. cf  lledicine and &gar?., U, S. Veterans Administration, 

/I I hope thet you may find t h i s  o f  some interest .  

f l”r3 YOUE respectfully,  

AB6iSt~nt 3hief Medicnl Direator 
Research and Education Service 

b‘ enc. 

\ ‘. 
! 
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,:le rcrGiriset~opc program o f  the  VcteranR B d n i z i s t r z t i a n  wna i n i -  

ti;itcG i n  t h e  Gm:.ior cf 1947. A t  tho 2rrsar.t time racl ioisotoyec nro 
c:: ln;.-pri, i n  rene-vcl; ,  d i agnos lc  Rnd t r e a t m n t ,  i n  14 h o s p i t a l s  a l l  
c lc  sn1;- hrnociirtad wiLh nedic31 GchoolG where r a d i c i m t c p e e  Izre CLIplcyc.'.. 
F:idioirqt.e;,c 1;rbqrator ies  and fac i l i  tier, are Seine i n c J . d e d  i n  t h e  con- 
s t x c t i m  j:l:ins of 23 new YA i i ocp i t a l s  (genera l  md ica l  and w r g i c a l ; .  
Of t ! ~ c ~ ,  10 t i i l l  be c o q l s t o d  by t h e  end of f i a c a l  p a r  1952. 
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Th? facilltjer: of t h e  r a d i c i s o t r p c  progrnm inc lude :  

1, h k i n i s t r a t i v o  o f f i c o  where the bus iness  s i d e  of the  progrna  
i n  curriod out and t!ie m d i c l o & x i l  sn fo ty  progrnm adminis te red  
a d  roccrds  kopt. 

2. Binchemical and b iophys ica l  l n b o r a t o r i e s  wi th  EqIecially con- 
s t ruc tod  honde, chemical honchosl e t  c c t c r a ,  f i t t e d  out  vith -.- 

t h e  nr7cessory i n s t r u n e n t s  and equipr.mnt. 

C l i n i c a l  room, o r  roonm, where p n t i o n t c  are brought f o r  ding- 
nest; c r tud ios  invDl\-inc a51rLnistrnticn o f  raclj c isotnpc 
mcl:a:ialr: o r  f o r  t r en tmtu t  wi th  such ma te r i a l s .  
i r ,d , inccc,  special buds hzve 

E;. 

In son~e few 
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1 4  Itcd ical 
s=ic :1 t i f ic  6 

31' 1948 
E 19-19 
FY 135.0 
p'i 1951 ( t o  dc to )  

crc: 

C n n g d t  tint 

26 1:oiical 
Sc icn t i i ' i c  16 

Pcr so l~ncl*  * 
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- Zr: . icrc: .ec . s  --- iirc hold once o r  t v l c o  n rcnr, a t  w::ich ti:.ic prr,;.rcsc 
T h C s C  P-rC i c rr;,or:~6. cc.4 r,roblcns o f  rmtunl i i i t o ros t  arc diccnr.r;od. 

..C .w..d..rJcd i r... 

3:dimicotopc Uliitc. 
x i  i.or.:':;t c:n uqiquo phnsc of  tiio o v o r a l l  pro,-rL?n. 

-L;- n pk;;.cicir.n mid a s c i o n t i c t  f r o u  each of tiie f o u r t o c n  (14) 
Thosc corforencos have proved of  c r c a t  value 

A j . 1 ~  f o r  t r z i n i n c  p r s o n n e l  of the ??A i n  t h roe  c1-iffcront bu t  
c l o c c l : ~  r e l n t c d  subjects hns tccii dram up, x d  t hc  f i r 6 t  phnscs of ir.- 
structio::  !-:;vn 3ccn i r s i t i c tod .  

(2)  

(3 )  3 d i c l o c i c p . l  Dofciiso ( I lon i tors ) .  

IicdiCp.1 Xq'octc o f  RnrlicloCicnl ncfaneo,  nnd 

Tfir t rn i i i i ng  progrn? i c  ndn in i s t c rad  wi th in  tlm Rcsearch an2 LducrL- 
t i o i i  Sorvics .  
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c i v i l  defense p repa ra t ions  wi th in  i tfi own establ ishments .  
cf 40 nnd 80-hours of i n s t r u c t i o n  were conducted i n  an  attempt t o  
a s c e r t a i n  i f  t he  s h o r t e r  courso w i l l  be adequate,  Half of t h e  time 
scheduled was devoted t o  p r a c t i c a l  work o r  exerc ises .  Classes  
were l i m i t e d  t o  15 t o  24 menborsc 
of inGtruc t ion  w i l l  be requi red  t o  i n s u r e  adequate  b a s i c  ins t ruc-  
t ion. 

Courceo 

E x p r i e n c e  proved t h a t  80-hours 

I t  i s  expected t h a t  four VA h o s p i t a l s  (l!srtinoburg, Hines, 
Houston and Long Beach) w i l l  be dosignated as VA "RRadefli t r a i n i n g  
c e n t e r s  t o  which porsonnel  fmm I'd hospi ta l f i  not having Radioino- 
tope  Un i t s  nay be s e n t  t o  be t r a i n e d  t o  serve 08 monitors  on VA 
"Rndof t ems 

- "iicdical Asrmct s o f  Rndio loc ica l  Defensq. 

P lnns  have been made t o  g ive  b a s i c  i n ~ t r u c t i o n  t o  medical ra3io-  
l o g i s t s  find s e l e c t e d  phys ic i ans  of t h e  VA who have llnd t h e  courBe 
i n  "IeCicnl Aspects of Atonic  Warfare." Perhaps as many EW 105 
of thnne t d r i n g  tho  course  i n  "I4edical Aspects o f  Atomic Warfarell 
w i l l  be s e l e c t e d  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  "Medical Aspects  of Rndiologicnl  
Defenna.tl These courses w i l l  c o n s i s t  of 32 hourfi b a a i c  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  
wi th  classoR l i rni tod t o  25 ind iv idua l s ,  w i l l  be conduoted at VA 
h o s p i t a l s  with Radioisotope Unitg,  p r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  4 d o d g n a t o d  as 
ilAadeftl Tra in ing  Centers. Those courscs w i l l  bo i n i t i a t o d  mon  
a f t e r  January 1 ,  1951, and w i l l  be conductod by tho  Radioisotope 
Unit  R t d f  members and aseoc ia teo .  

tl:.icdical kmloCt6 o f  Atonic  Iiilrfaro. 

Plaric have 'Seen made t o  g ive  o r i o n t a t i o n  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  as 
ncqv FA p b c i c i a n s  as p r a c t i c a b l e ,  i n i t i a l l x  only  t o  t h e  medical 
c t n f f s  of t h e  14 VA h 3 s p i t a l s  having r ad io i so tope  u n i t s ,  nnd 
l a t e r  t o  phys i c i ans  from o t h e r  VA 1 m G p i t a l s .  1'hoRo coursos  w i l l  
conc io t  of  8 t o  l0-hours formal i n s t r u c t i o n  with c l a s o o s  Xmi to5  
t c  50 p c p l o  and will bo i n i t i a t o d  du r ing  Jamary 1951. 
s t r l f f  of  tho Radioisotope Unite  xi11 not be rosporlsiblo f o r  t t o  
cm0lict  o f  this i n s t r u c t i o n  thoy  w i l l  servo as i n c t r u c t o r s  whore 
app r o p  ri ~i t o 

Whilc t h e  
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