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A 29 SEP 1954
Ry dear Senator Holland:

Your request of September 1k, 195k, for information with regard to
the use of citrus juices in the prevention of pilot blackout in high
altitude flying and asccelerated angular flight operations has been
acocorded an exhaustive search of ths files of the Research Division
of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery.

™he results of this search are as follows;

here is no indication that any of ths Ressarch Activities
undsr cognisance of the Burcsu of Medicine and Surgery have
ever performed any studies or research with regard to the
effect of citrus juices on sviators' immnity te blackout
in high speed aircrait operations.

The above mentioned search for information revealed only
one proposal by a naval medical officer to effect a stady
of thia nature in July, 1542, Bafore this proposed study
could be implemented, the medical officer concerned was
tranaferred overseas end there 1s no evidence that any
work was performed on this projeet nor are thore any ree
ports which would indicate any degree of progress on this
proposal,

Some of cur Aviatiom Medical Laboratories located at & distanve from
Washington pessibly may have some information on this subjeet, Thess
laboratories sre deing contected and in the events that this additional
sexyth produces sny substantial information, you will bs informed

ascordingly.

1 sincersly hope that the informatien contained in this latter will be
mfficient for your purposes.

Sincerely yours,

J. H. S¥ITH, Jr.
Assistant Scveretovy of the Navy for Air

v
Honorable Spessard L. Holland
United States Senats

Washington, D. C.

WAILED VIA I S MAIL
Prepared by: Captain 0. D. Yarbrough (MC) USN THis pATE Z-20
BuMed-71, Building 3, Room 6, Tel: 62836 vs) G
28 September 195k
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AVlnifed Hlafes Denafe

September 14, 1954

Respectrully referred to

Honorable James H. Smith, Jr.
Assistant Secretary ot the Navy for Air

+h thamss o™ such -avoranle consideration as

s o cemmunication norewith sibmitied warrants,

~1 for a rerort thoreon., ain auplicate to

coompany retrn A inclosury

By direction of

PR

U SPESSARD L. HOLLAND, U. S. S.



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
BJREAU COF MEDICINE AND SURGERY

WASHINGTON 25, D C IN REFLY REFER T
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2K Sept 195L

ME2OT ANDUM

From: Chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery
To: Secretarv ol the Navy

Subj: Reoly to Senator Spessard L. Holland's letter of Seotemter 10U, 195L;
brief concerning

1. Background: Senator Spessard L. Holland received an inquiry from

Mr. Hagan,Parrish, of Lakeland, Florida, relative to the use of citrus
juices id the prevention of blackout in pilots who do high altatude

:1lying and fast diving operations.

2, Searc:. o: available files tfor information in regard to use oi ciirus
juices in the prevention of blackout of high speed aircrart pilots reveals
no inrormation, One proposal not implemented found., Aviation Mediceal
Laporatories contacted tor possible further information on this subjects




