/ . /4»{0\ - o
‘ DNA1.950224.032
.\ 75/ 30dD
37% /J’ ﬁ,,/;/ o
g A ( Z&ud #r)
- S CMLWR SP : 14 February 1949
sc &
£3
> @ SUBJECT: Facilities for Field Testing of RW Munitions
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sY = The Pentagon, Washington 25, D. C.
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- e 1. The Chemical Corps, having been given primary cognizance within the
:E Y National Military Establishment for development of means of dissemination of
2 f} RW agents, has & reguirement for a proving ground suitable for conducting small
' 8 2 scale development tests and large scale field tests of RW agents and munitions.
It is therefore desired to obtain the test facility within the continental United
tj, States for this purposse.
[~
\Q§ 2. Requirements for a suitable field test facility are: ?:r sa
[+]
a. Large cleared area, traversable by jeep or equivalent vehicle and{ E’%
H-
™ cepable of being closed to entrance by humans and/or domestic animals. This -
-T\: area should be approximately 150 square miles and consist of: \\‘\ \ 32
1 | s | “
':\ ) QE (1) 4 single area of 25 square miles required for functioning \N <
N \\ i tests of inert air-dropped munitions. {g $E
\ 1
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) S (2) Ten areas l;rl,; x l-% miles each required for static tests of 35(_
'\' : munitions filled with radioactive agents, 2
' ’ \m
N
X (3) A 100 square mile area required for large scale operational g\f
1 . . . . s s
. W .. tests with radioactive filled munitions. “\5
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(4) Contaminated areas must be capeble of isolation for a period
; . long enough to insure complete decontamination by weathering
M and decay.

(5) Level terrain with rainfall run-off non-existent or controllable
to prevent contamination of water used by man and animal.
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b. An Air Force base capable of handling B-36 and smaller types aircraft
gquipped as carriers. This air strip should be not more than 50 miles from the
.Ytest site and connected to it by land that is unhabited by man or domestic animal,

_\{md controlled by the United States Government.
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¢c. At the Air Force base there will be required:
(1) Shielded filling plant for drop test munitions.
(2) Shielded assembly plant for drop test munitions.
(3) Magazines.
(45 Decontamination facilities, including showers and change house,
(5) Disposal area for waste and spillage.
d. Neér fhe test site there will be required:
(1) Machine shops for fabrication of experimental munitions.
(2) Shielded filling plant for static munitions.
(3) "Hot" laboratory for synthesis of agents,
(4) Magazines and storage areas.
(5) Decontamination facilitieé, including showers and change houss.
(6) Laboraﬁory for repair, calibration, and interpretation,

(7) Animel handling, housing, and laboratory facilities (animal work
_ . to be done by the Atomic Energy Commission),

(8) Adequate family and BOQ housing, recreational facilities, school,
and utilities for test, administrative and housekeeping personnel.

e. Surrounding the whole of the area described in a through d above,
there should be a safety belt of land, & minimum of 25 miles in width.” This safety
belt should not be inhabited by man and/br domestic animals.

f. The field test facility must have satisfactory access to a suitable
labor market, or have sufficiently extensive living facilities that potential
employees cun be induced to live at the test facility.

g. The site chosen must be assigned to and remein permanently under the

control of the Chemical Corps.
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3. Vhile the best site in the United States for this purpose is desired, it
seems out of the question to locate, condemn, purchase, and assemble the land for
a completely new test site due to the time and cost involved. As a result of dis-
cussions with AFSWP, it appears that the following Government-controlled sites
should be surveyed to determine which will most nearly fit all requirements.
Additional suggestions are invited.

a. Casper Air Force Base, Wyoming.
b. Dugway Proving Ground, and the adjoining
¢c. Wendover Air Force Base, Uteh (and Hill Air Force Base, Utah).
d. Indian Springs Air Force Base, near Las Vegas, Nevada.
e. Naval Ordnance Test Station, Inyokern, California.
f. Williams Air Force Base, Arizona,
E- Hollomen Air Force Base, near White Sands, New Mexico.
h. Walker Air Force Base, New Mexico (and Guadalupe).
4, Due to the time delay incident to determining the site, meking the
necessary arrangements, and establishment of facilities, prior to the imitiation

of tests; and the requirement for early test of munitions, it is essential that
the site be selscted at the earliest practicable date.

5. It is requeéted that AFSWP assist in the coordination of all agencies
concerned in obtaining a site for the field testing of RW munitions.

FOR THE CHIEF, CHEMICAL CORPS:

WILLIAM M. CREASY
Colonel, Cml C
Chief, Cml C Res & Eng Div




