
A p r i l  1, 1949 
General McCornack 

Col one1 Cooney 

It app3ars  t o  me t h a t  t h e  recommendatio2 made by t h e  Noyes Panel o f  
10 January 1949, ”The field t e s t i i i g  of de.rices in approximately t h e  
f i n a l  f o m  b e f o r e  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n ,  such t e s t i n g  o f  n e c e s s i t y  t o  be 
nade w i t h  t r a c e r  q u a n t i t i e s  (i. e., perhaps t e n s  of c u r i e s ) , ”  may have 
been m d e  wi thou t  s u f f i c i e n t  da t a  t o  j u s t i e  such a recommendation. 

It i s  assumed t h a t  
w i l l  
o r  Zr-Cb.  
b a l l i s t i c s  of  t h e  f inal  ma te r i a l ,  t o  t e s t  i t s  eaEe o r  d i f f i c u l t y  of  

such a t e s t  v r i l l  b e  made using materiels which 
ewntuelly be used as  t h e  f i n a l  weapon, such as rad io tan ta lum 

It i s  presumed t h a t  t h i s  is necessary  in o r d e r  t o  t e s t  t h e  

decontamination, and i t s  behaviour  on t h e  s o i l .  Therefore ,  it would 
n o t  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  o b t a i n  a t r u e  p i c t u r e  by using r a d i o a c t i v e  m a t e r i a l s  
v i t h  a s h o r t  h a l f - l i f e .  

Before t h e  d i s s a n i n a t i o n  o f  evon t e n s  of  c u r i e s  of w d i o a c t i v e  m a t e r i a l  
wi th  a h a l f - l i f e  of approximately 130 days i s  made, it appears  t o  me 

unfavorable  pu5 l i c  r e a c t i o n  ernd p o l i t i c e l  i n p l i c a t i o n s  which might occur :  
t h t t  t h e  f o l l o w h e ,  quefi t ions should b e  answered i n  o r d e r  t o  guard a p i n s t  

1. What i s  t h e  mater  shed of  t he  proposed s i t e ?  
even tua l ly  aDpear i n  t h e  wa te r  ir Texas o r  Oklahoma? 

W i l l  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  

2 .  What i s  t h e  geo log ica l  s t r u c t u r e ?  

3 .  What a r e  t h e  meteorological  cond i t ions?  Are t h e r e  dust  s t o m  
-..- in  t h i s  a r e a ?  

- .  . 
-a%. 4. How much craz ing  is done i n  t h e  surrounding count ry?  W i l l  t h e  

( C a t t l e  

. -  

material  be blown by t h e  winds i n t o  t h e  grazing a r e a ?  
dying in E m f o r d  Area r a i s e d  t h i s  quest ion.)  

5 .  What e f f e c t  w i l l .  t h e  disseminat ion of  Mr agen t s  have on inhabi -  
tfmts of adjacent  a r eas?  

I should l i k e  t o  reconmend t h a t  e c o r n i t t o e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a n a t i o n a l l y  
h o r n  h e a l t h  p h y s i c i s t ,  meteoro logis t ,  r a d i o l o g i s t ,  s a n i t a r y  enginaer  
and g e o l o g i s t  be a?pointsd f o r  f ’ur ther  COCE i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  recomenda- 
t i o n  o f  t h e  Noyes Board regarding t h e  uae of  t e n s  of c u r i e s  and whether  o r  n o t  
a fill field t e s t  involving a megacurie amount should b e  at tempted w i t h i n  t h e  
c o n t i n e n t a l  United S t a t e s .  


