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OORDINATE WITH 

There i s  attauhod for t h e  inforanaldon of the  l I i l i t a ry  Liaison Connnittee I 

a oopy of AEO 28, "Applioatlon of Radioautlve M 8 t Q r i d S  for U i t a r y  Use." i 

This paper was a u b l t t e d  for comment t o  the  Oenmal Advisory Conealttee and 
t o  the Advisory C o d t t e e  for B10logy and k d I C b a  

Under date of February U, 1948, Dr. Oppenheimsr reported the views of the  >, 
General Advisory CorPmittes 88 follorn: 

"W have oxadnod 8 staff study (dlFc 28) d l s o u s s h g  proposed ', ' 

programs for  tho  Atomic BnsrgyCodss ion  f.n the application of 
radioactive materiala t o  rPilitary \18ea 

ttIt l a  the  impression of the C d t t e e  that the proposals 
presented t o  the Qsasral Advisory Committee h p l y  an emphasis on 

of mapons, and of mil i tary use of such materials. Further, the 

point of v i e w  these questions are most Important i n  deterniining 
counter~neasures. 

problems h 8 S  bwat than those Of pr8panttiOn, Of diSWrS&., 

ComnbttOU bslfsV08 that  from 8 defensive, 88  UBI1 88 OffenaiVe, 

"Tho Committee recommends, therefore, that the CLlmmlssion create 
an ad hoo Panel f o r  the purpose of examining the  present s t a tus  of 
poss ib i l i t i e s  of emploflng radioactive materials in warfare and of 
suggesting useful field t e s t s  of proposals andmapons relating to 
the problem of dlspsreel. Dr, 
W, A, Hg-ee, Jr,, Dr, 0, B, Kistiakowsky, Dr, E, 0. Lawrenue or 

 is Alvarez, Dr. Louis R i d e n o u r ,  and o m  o r  tlro high-ranking 
of f icers  who have had appropriate cornbat sxperienas. It muld 
appear advantageous if Brigadier Qeneral James )bCormock, Jr., 
could aot a6 Secretary of the Panel, l h i s  reuormnendatlon r a f l so t s  
our conviction tha t  unorthodox approaches to  this problem need t o  
be encouraged and explored. 

It uoulci suggest f o r  thiis Panels , ,/' 

tlIn our opinion the work of the  Panel should prsoede the 
determination of the AEC's program I n  rsdlologloal warfare." 

Under date of February 18, 1948, Dr. Shields Warren reported the views of 
the Advisory C d t t e e  for  Biology and Medicins a6 follows; 
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. ?At .‘J;tsl mating February 14, 1948, t h e  Advbory Committee for  
Biology and ysdioine diecusrred t h e  medical and biologia aspect8 
of RH and considered the reaomendation of the General Advieory 
CoEPittee with regard t o  esteblierhment af D pandl t o  study this 
field. The CoPrmittee noted that  the General Advlsory Coxnittee 
had not included In th io  suggested panel persons \cognizant of the 
effects of moh weapons, and felt that a study neglecting e f fec ts  
would be Incomplete. 
ledicine,  therefore recomaends tha t  the Panel on RW suggested 
by the  General Advisory C d t t e e  be enlarged t o  inulude persons 
cognizant of radiat ion effects. The panel, perfiaps, muld be 
divided in to  two aubcommittees, one considering problem of pro- 
duction, pzckaging, dsllvsry,  etc., and a seccnd subccmrdtkte t o  
consider medfcal and biologic e f f e c t s .  
gration of moh a study with a complete study of biclogic warfare 
was a l s o  stre8aed, including par t icular ly  the use of radiat ion t o  
hduw mutations, biologio agenh whiuh might greatly enhance 
their virul en eo , 

The Advisory Comdttae fox‘ Biology and 

The importance of inte- 

In  the l i g h t  of t h e  commsnta quoted above, the CommIsrPlon would l i k e  to 
return to the proposal forwarded t o  you on October 14B 1947, f o r  t he  appc 
mnt of a Panel i n  this field. We would now revise our concept o f  the p 
pose of such a Panel dlong the l i n e n  recommended by the General Advisory 
Committee and the Advisory Cormnittee f o r  Biology and Medicine. 

3% believe that  the proposed Panel cculd be appointed j o i n t l y  and that it 
could ra,port jo fn t ly  to  the Canmission and t o  the &litary Establishment, 
if t h a t  be t ho  deccire of the  Armed Forces, 

We would assign t o  the Panel tho i n i t i a l  t a sk  outlined kn the  recammenilat 
of ‘the Oeneral Advisory Committee and the  Advisory C o d t t e e  for Biology 
Mediclne, with the added task of recommending the scope and memberstrip of 
more permanent Advisory Boardaong the lines recommended by &. &Lean , i r  
AEC 28. 

The Commission requests your renewed a t ten t ion  t o  t h i s  prcblen and your 
comment8 on tho proposal which we have outlined above, 

Sincerely youra, 

Ok’l’l’KD STATES ATOMIC ENRRC#T COMS: 

/s/ David E. Li l ien ths l  

I 

David E. Ll l ien tba l  
,4- Chairman 

Enclt Copy 22, AEC 28 
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