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Dooy Genornl Topor:
Thin 12 in rewnly to your lettor of O Auzust 1952,

The mother hes been glven gpoclal conaideration ln ~a abtbompt
ta cxrrive at recsonable ond practlcesl recommondatlons.

There 1s o {irm reguirement for o pollicy such as the Armed
Forees now pursue in connection with exposwuwres in lmotope loborestories,
ntomle teate, and 4in evch gituntlons as ~re simllar to those encountered
in perco timo vhere pereounel of the Armed Forces mipght possihly be ex-
i poeed to lonlzing radiations, Tho vnlue of such records as were kept in
the Monhittion Ingloeer bBistrict sand In the atomlc teste hove proved
~ vitnl in the evoluntion of nlleged aervice-connected disrbilitien hy
votorana. It 1 therofore noted witl eatlefaction thab 1t lg not 1ino-
tended to chanpme thie pollicy re repords heolth protectlon of personnel
' of the Armed Torces In such sltnntions,

The maintonrnce of detalled statistlcal records of rondlologleal
eXposures rocelved by personnel gerving within the Armed Forcee, whon 1t
involves oXpooures recelved In any manner other thon that described in
the preceding parograph, admittedly poses a henvy burden upon the vorlows
services. On the other hand, in evaluating the claims of the individuel
veteran who may have been exposed, the value of such information moy be
of vital significance, Unless suitable records are ovallnble, it 1s
d1fficult to see how 1t will be possible to evalunte cloims to the beat
advantape of elithor the vetersn or the Government.

It 15 the present policy of the Adminletrotor of Veteraus
Affoire to nrge that no change in present policles and prrctices within
the Armed Forces be made. In recognlilon of the hesvy burden placed upm
5 the Armed Forcos, paqticularly in case of enemy employment of wenpons
that mey result in in)ury to personnel as o result of 1oni7ﬁng radlotion,
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it 1 propomed that n cereful study of this matter be undertaken within
the coming year in order to arrive at o policy which will be consistent
with practical accomplishments. In thile study the coopernbtion of the
Armed Forces Special Weapong Project and the Vetorans Administration
would be indicated and they shouldrconsult with the Dlvleion of Medicine
and Biology of the Atomic Energy Commission, and of the Joint Panel on
the Modicel Agpects of Atomlc Warfare, Resesrch cnud Developmout Board.

Slncerely yours,

\RL: R. GRAY, Jr.
Admlnistrator
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