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H E A D Q U A R T E R S  

JOINT T A S K  F O R C E  S E V i h  
OFFICE O i  THE COM,MANGFW 

WASRINGTON Z, D. C. 

1 4  March 1954 

E'm.WhDu!d FOR :dco:J: 

SUIjJdCT: Meeting a t  Kwajalein on 1 4  Karch 1954 

1. Present: 

Major General p. B. Clarkson 

ijr. Le&Y 
Dr. Dunham 
Colonel htaupin 
3r. DuMing 
@mmanter Cronkite 

*, Rear A d m i r a l  Clarke 

2. General Ciarkson explained t h a t  with respect t o  the re turn of 
evacuated natives t o  t h e i r  hone a t o l l s ,  there were three aspects t o  be 
considered: .? q? 

(1) How long does D r .  LeSoy need the natives for medical obser 
vation. Further, how soon would D r .  LeRoy think they could return t o  
t h e i r  home a t o l l s  provided there w r̂s no s ignif icant  radiat ion l e f t  on 
t h e  a t o l l s  ana no further contaminGtion would be experienced. 

( 2 )  The condition of the a t o u a s  t o  contamination, assuming 
there  would be no fur ther  contamination from succeedirg shots. 

( 3 )  I n  view of the precautionary measures t o  be taken i n  the fu- 
ture, no fur thar  contamination is expected. However, i f  through some 
unforeseen happeninz there should be contamination in this area, a t  least 
there would be no evacuation worries about these a t o l l s  if the  natives 
a r e  r r r t  returnad t o  t h e i r  home a t o l l s  un t i l  completion of CASTLd:. 

3 .  General Clarkson s ta ted tha t  based on advice of h i s  medical and 
radiological saiety persmnel,  the U t i r i k  &tivzs could be returned t o  
U t i r i k  a t  ang time tha t  D r .  Lexoy nas through with them if ?e were ir? t he  
s i tua t ion  where there were t o  be no fur ther  shots. I n  view of t h e  contarn- 
inat ion levels  a t  Ronplap and the exposure already e-uperienced by the  
natives f m  that a to l l ,  it m u l d  be unwise t o  re turn  them f o r  a t  least 
60 days after evacuation even tho- there  were t o  be M fur ther  shots. 
General Clarkson s ta ted  t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  based on the  advice available 
to  him it  would be unwise t o  return any of the natives u n t i l  the operation 
was completed anc: th i s  was his  decision. 2 



SUBJECT: Meeting a t  Kwajalein on 14 March 19% . 

L, Dr. LeRoy presented the medical aspects i n  regard to the natives 
now under his observation a t  Kwajalein. 
memo prepared by Colonel Maupin, JTF Staff  Eedical Officer. 

t o  de-Pray a d ~ t i o n a l  expenses incurrad by the Trust Terr i tor ies  ard other 
than noma1 service support expenses incurred by Naval S ta t ion  Kwajalein. 
General Clarkson s ta ted  tha t  any animals (pigs, chickens and dogs) t h a t  
were l o s t  to the natives would be replaced. He said tha t  he had asked 
the Kigh %missioner  of the Trust Terr i tor ies  t o  e f f ec t  this replac- 
ment and tha t  the Task Force would stand the expense. 

These are covered i n  attached 

5. General Clarkson explained again t h a t  J F  funds would be used 

ap 

6 .  
the naLives that had not been solved. 
easilf handle the Air Force personnel from Rongerik should they be sen t  
t o  Kwajalein f o r  medical observation. 

Clarkson intervie;.ued a Trust Terri tory Representative a t  Kwajalein, 0. 
Tobin. Gemral Clarkson informed M r .  Tobin that as soon as Dr .  LeRoyts 
group had no fur ther  need f o r  t he  natives f o r  medical observation, it nas 
Admiral Clarke's desire t o  move them t o  EBEIIE. Mr. Tobin said t h a t  ZB33 
was crowded and tha t  water supply nas not adequate, 
Elr. Tobin tha t  water would be prwided and tha t  he f e l t  it was desirable 
t o  r w v e  the natives from b a j a l e i n  Island where they necessarily had t o  
be res t r ic ted  t o  a small compound. 
amon& t h e i r  own people on SB3YL. 
i s  f e l t  tha t  the Trus t  E r r i t o r i e s  Representative feels tha t  t h e i r  present 
h o u s i e  on Kwajalein i s  be t te r  than i t  muld be on 
explained t h a t  i n sp i t e  of this, i t  was f e l t  that i t  was essent ia l  t o  move 
them t o  m&Y,Z as soon as they need no fur ther  close medical observation. 
tLr. %bin was informed by General Clarkson t h a t  this must be done. 

A d m i r a l  Clarke s ta ted tha t  he had no problems in taking care of 
He fur ther  s ta ted  t h a t  he could 

7 .  F o l l o ~ i n g  the meeting Kith Adniral Clarke and Dr. LeRoy, General 

Admiral Clarke assured 

He fe l t  t h a t  they wu ld  be much happier 
Tents have been erected a t  2 B S  and it 

Genera Clarkson 

1 Incl:  
Col Kaupincs Uemo 

Commander 



L - E X ' I L G  AT IXkJkLEInl 14 harch 1954 

Present:  IIiaj Len Clerkson, D r .  Graves, PADL Clarke, Dr. 
Leroy, Dr. Dunham, Col Laupin, Dr. Dunning, 
Comdr Cronkite. 

Iiatives from U t i r i k  have shown no ebnormali t ies  and 
none are expected. ?hey need be re ta ined  no longer  as f a r  
as  P r o p a n  4 i s  corxerned. 

Rongelap na t ives  correspond very wel l  f rom a blood ? i c tu re  
s tandpoint  t o  Japanese groups D&E who were about 1.5 miles 
froru ground zero. In t h i s  group of Japanese 2 t o  3 percent 
l o s t  some hair, 10;s had sore  mouth, and 5;; .had hemorrhages 
u d e r  the  ski!?. Ir. the na t ives  very l i t t l e  expected except 
i n  t h e  aged. Po teo t i a l ly ,  some may develop symptorrs within 
the  next two weeks. There a r e  not  beta  burns as ye t .  Such 
burns could appear i n  the  3rd week following exposure. There 
may be Some abor t ions  i n  women i n  the  f irst  three  montils of 
pregnancy. I n  the s i m i l a r  Japanese groups about 25$ of preg- 
nant women miscarried. It  i s  r.ot p o s s i b l e  t o  g e t  information 
on pregnancy as t h e  na t ives  w i l l  not  d i scuss  it. They plan 
3 t o  6 weeks ir. observing tile Rongelap na t ives  depending upon 
f indings.  

The medical team i s  s t i l l  very desirous of  examining the  j. ''1 > I . 
Ariericans fron! Rongelap. Tiiey would requi re  one t o  two weeks - I  I., 

p a r t i c a l a r l y  the  3 Americans wttn 9bR. Tiiey were t o l d  t h a t  
t!ie 3 hien aose ind iv idua ls  would be dov:n soon and t imt we a r e  
av:alting word f ron  the  A ' S  r i t h  respec t  t o  the otiier 25. Basic 
da ta  f ron  the  xliericans on metabolism i s  e s s e n t i a l  because of 
inabi  1 i t y  to obta in  accurate  na t ive  da t a  and the  m e r i c e n s  vroulZ 
give an exce l ien t  cont ro l  group because of c o n s t a t  d i e t ,  no 
lanEuage d i f f i c u l t y ,  and negat ive f ind ings  being important It'rom 
a sta!:dF.oint of l a b e l l i n g  aosa,e i n  hunms. 

:Ionolulv. t o  t z l k  v:ith D r .  augher i n  Yiashington v i a  telephone t o  
rill hill- i n  on gzps i n  ciata p r io r  t o  his appearance before 
the  comissioi i .  

It vias decided t h a t  Dr. LeRoy and D r .  h n n i n &  proceed t o  

1, p.eetinE was ileld l a t e r  i n  the o f f i c e  of' c@I.LirvSTA p,ki- 
ALTsIl. with !.aj Gen Clarkson, D r .  Graves, PADL Clarke, C o l  Llzqin,  
Dr .  3lmi in t~ ,  &pit. Sooy and l a .  TobirL antllr.opolo&ist f o r  tile 
T r i l s t  Ter r i to ry .  9e  ~72s  to ld  that tile na t ives  froc, U t i r i l r  could 
n o t  be retdrned t o  UtFr ik  un t i l  the  end of the  s e r i e s  but could 
be rerccved t o  any o ther  place such a s  Ebeye o r  hajuro a t  any 
time. He s t a t e d  t h a t  a water shortage ex is ted  a t  Ebeye but 
was assured by Adm Clarke t h a t  adequate water would be provided 
shoulfi they aove t o  Ebeye. 1.k. Tobin was to ld  that i t  may be 
sevei.61 months before t h e  Rongelap na t ives  could be returned.  



The da te  of r e t u r n  a f t e r  the end of the series w i l l  depend 
upon the  r ad ioac t iv i ty  i n  t&ie a t o l l .  

tne  co l l ec t ion  of  the ur ine  and feces  Dy the Los Alamos 
group. RAam Clarke stated tha t  he coulc provide housing 
f o r  this group as well as for tne  20 kmericans should 
tne: vi: ratorne2. 

In fomat ion  has been received t n a t  Dr.  Bugher approves 

r 



JOEiT TASi FbE2 LTZ 

Sari Francisco, Calif. 
kK, Le7 (rn-1 c/o pb: 

&BJi?.X"T Xedicd CoRf'erence a t  Kwajalein 

TJ : Conrmanaer 
Joint Ta5K Force Seven 
Ai3 1q (kick.;, c/o Fostmzster 
SZI? Francisco, Chlifornia 

- 

1. Conferences were held a t  Kwajalein on 5 and 6 hpri l195/+ 
a t  which Col Clinton S. Liauph, bu!, Usa, Staff Sur&eon, JTF 7; 
Col Karl ii. Houghton, G, liW, Surgeon, TG 7.4; CDh Lugene P. 
C,mnlute, a, Usi;, Project 4.1; Cah i i i l l i a  J, iiall,  BLC, US, S u r  
geon, IiavSt&vaj; Lt Col Louis h. ~ X O W ~ E ,  LC, L%, Surgeon, hF%€; 
L t  Col G. X. XcDonnel, XC, USA, %al te r  Reed hnq- .hspit&l and other  
members of Froject 4.1 p a r t i c i p t e a .  

5. 

2. The condition, progress, treatment, managexw.t, and dispo- 
s i t i on  of a l l  patients having symptom and physical findings due t o  
radiation were discussed in detail .  

a. Fbngelap natives. 

The condition of these patients i s  good a t  t h i s  t k e .  
The upper respiratory epidemic has been mild and has shown no syner- 
g i s t i c  action W i t h  the  radiatior! symptoms towara an overal l  deleterious 
ef lect .  
coryza treatment. 
and p la t e l e t  counts which indicates that m h n u m  ef fec t  of radiation 
damage has been seen and thz t  regeneration is t a g  place. Eost of 
t he  s k i n  lesions are subsiding ana few new cases a re  beine seen. 
most recent skin manifestations have bean on the  f e e t  end i n  general 
have been more swere t h e n  t h e  other  types. 
dorsum of  the feet (none having been observed on t h e  soles)  consisting 
of b l i s t e r  fornation ana swel lhg .  
des::uuamation taxes place with $rune depigmentation. &dost Of these 
lesions heal  prornptiy w i t h  conservative therapy. 
of S k k  involvement resu i t  i n  depigmentstion ana 2 parchment-like 
appearance 01: the s a .  

The epiaemic has responded t o  s b p l e  outpatient type of ,I: 

There i s  a s u E h t  increase in white blood c e l l  

The 

Involvement i s  on the 

Follow5ng rupture of t he  blisters 

In general a l l  areas 

; It was f e l t  tht these pat ients  were pro&ress* 



I, 

sa t i s f ac to r i ly  and no chm&es in treatment or managemw-t were recorn-ended. 
Considering the progress of these pat ients  so far+ it i s  the  opinion 
of t h e  gmup tha t  observation fo r  treatment of radiation affects  and 
investigation fmm a sc i en t i f i c  standpoint can be discontinued i n  about 
three t o  four weeks barring mforesea  complications. 
fac t  that this group received a dose of radiation rhich mas marginal 
f r o m  a standpoint of severe morbidity, jus t i f ica t ion  cannot be made for 
exposure to signif icant  additional radiation. Therefore, based on the 
concept tha t  the  recoverg period should correspond in time t o  the  p e r  
missible dose f o r  accumulation, it i s  recommended that these pat ients  
not be exposed t o  radiation a c e @  fo r  essent ia l  diagnostic o r t h e r a -  
peutic radiation f o r  a period of eignt yeas. 
of t h i s  study it is f e l t  that follow-up examinations of the patients 
should be made a t  approximately six month intervals  t o  observe the  
course of the  sldn lesions, epilation, and general physical condition. 
It is recommended t h a t  medical responsibil i ty for t he  natives subse- 
q u F t t o . t h e  departure of the Task Force be determined so t ha t  m e d i c a  
records may be supplied them and recommendation for follow-up may be 
made. 

In vim of the 

FolloKing completion 

b. U t i r i k  Natives. 

These pat ients  received a l i gh t  dose of radiation on the  
order of 1C roentgens. 
dence of bums. 
March and they were released t o  t he  custody of ComNavStaKwaj who moved 
them t o  Ebeye for convenience of administration on 30March 1951. 
survey of the ishnQ for Rdioac t iv i ty  a t  the Completion of the t e s t  
w i l l  govern the  time of retum. If the  levels in water, food and 
cxternal gamna radiation are acceptable, no contraindication for t h e i r  
return will exist. 
tamination of an acceptable degree in the  l o w  milliroentgen per hour 
nmge, it is recommended that these natives be observed during the time 
that periodic exaurinations are made of the  Fbngelap natives. 

They developed no systemic symptoms nor evi- 
The investigation of  this gmup was completgi on 29 

I f  on return to U t i r i k  there  s t i l l  Qdst-s con- 

C. Americans from Fbngerik and the 3 Navy & b a t  operators. 

This group of patients received a radiation w s e  of f r o m  
Their condition i s  excellent a t  t h i s  fo r ty  to one hunared roentgens. 

time. 
Physicahy have consisted of reduction in t he  number of white blood 
ce l l s  and pla te le t s  of a mild t o  moderate degree ana recently two cases 
have developed skin manifestations indicative of radiation bums of a 
superf ic ia l  nature. No def ini t ive treatnent has been indicated so far  
nor i s  any recommended. It i s  fe l t  that Observation and investigation 
w i l l  be completed on 15 April1954 by Pmject  4.1 bafiing unforeseen 

A t  no time have there  been any subjective symptom. The findings 

2 



complications. 
ation cannot be justified.. 
should correspond in time w i t h  t he  p e d s s i b l e  dose:for accumlation; 
it is  recommended that these patients not be exposed t o  radiation except 
f o r  e s s m t i a l  diagnostic o r  therapeutic radiation f o r  a pedod of six 
years. It is fur ther  recommended that they be returned to the  US. and 
sent t o  a medical c a t e r  f o r  a complete and detai led medical mrkup 
p r io r  t o  return t o  duty. 
that all pat ients  regardless of service should go t o  t h e  same meiical 
f a c i l i t y  and that the Kal ter  Reed Axmy Medical Center is the  agency best  
suited t o  perfom the examinations. 
available t o  be fomarded t o  t he  medical center. 

I n  v i m  of the  dose received, fur ther  e q o s u r e  t o  radi- 
Based on t he  concept tnat the  recoveq period 

For consistency and uniformity, it is f e l t  

Detailed c l in i ca l  records rill be 

d. h s r i c a n s  from the Bailpko and Philip. 

Appmxjmately 38 cases of radiation bums have developed amng 
t h e  personnel of these tm ships. 
radiation qeceived was less than lOE. 
have been noted. 
healing causing no discomfort and requiring no treatment. 
a r e  being documented by history, photography, and biopsy. 
indicated for them t o  undergo &msive investigation by Project 4.1. 
No other follou-up is  recomended. 
medical records of the awunt of radiation received, and the  Rite-ups 
of t he i r  case h i s t o n e s  dll also be incorporated therein. 
mended t h a t  C E  7.3 make the c l i n i c a l  records and documentation available 
to P m j a t  4 . l t o  be included in the  overal l  report of radiation i n j u r i e s  
t o  Task Force Personnel. 

Film badges indiC&a that whole body 
No subjective s p t d c  sp@ome 

A l l  pat ients  a re  in good condition and the  bums a re  
These cases 
It is not 

Notat ion w i l l  be made in t h e i r  

It is recom- 

Colonel, (LE) USA 
Staff Surgeon 
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B/Egt Bi l l i e  F. *ndrers. Buffalo. Ma. ' 4 

M l C  J O h  J. L. A-9 DafSBbUgs Xll. 

A/LC Lwmnae L. l i e ~ l ~ .  kmpton, cslif. J 
A/lC aiadld L. Baker, Concord, P.H. J 

J '  

N l C  Ramon J. Bertolino. Hokomia, Ill. J . 
A/BC Dslr! A. Black, Elpria. Ohio 

J ic  Laurence Bushkin, ct~icago, 111. 

A / l C  Oris Cacle, B e m r t .  Term. 

2 
/ 

S / S g t  Albert B. Campbell, Widwent City, Okla. J' 
A/3C Edward B. Cooper, Dee Holnes, Iowa r / -  
4 l C  Gem 0. Curbow, Brownwood, Texas J 
A / l C  asSmond Harmer, Jr., Yilliamstown, P.J. J 

WWG John A. Kaprai, Vestfield. Mass. / 
A/ lC William J. Wooney, Philadelphia, Pa. / 

a/2C Lzmont B. Holey, Wilburton, O k l r .  / 
A/ lC Wallace iL Neil, Kansan City, KO. I, 

S/Sgt Richard C. Pettengill,  Laurence, ~56s. r/ 
M//%t Ronald E. Fletech, Warren, Winu. J 

a/lC Robert L. Xopr, 3ickens. S.C. ,!I 

a/2C Jamea E. Schwomeyer, Indi 

T/Sgt Somuel E h i l l e ,  Hew York. P.Y. 
, -  

-. 
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a. The group desired ta see the condition of the ~ L U S Q S  and s z -  
>:n<<.ngs where the ilongelap people are now Living. - 

b. Plans were being made to return than to their kLme, bit t h e  
i c  of re tun  is not know. 

c. Mr. Neaa mu313 esk them in the near future t o  give SiiR an 
I i.cal.ion of how m y  of them desired t o  return to Ronge-iap so that ac.3.- 
x . t e  pre.mration could be made t o  provide accomnodations qui-ralent t o  
i:-ze Lhey havs now. 

4. rS/soT Painter took photographa of the houses nou o c c q i e d  by t.x 
s~,gel,-p natives. 
k.~, :specially in mgard to the CtLspositIos of these houses. 

~ > l o r d  Fleming, Lt Colonel Sehaittkb, Lt Colonel Gray, Lt Colonel R a p ~ d ,  
.i'X Rcller, MI.. xirk, Mr. TQI~ Harcbson, and Mrr Ne- were joined by 19, 

These photogsphs w i l l  be available fo r  ary ?-&re FL,n-- 

5< The gmup retnrnsd fmm NIT to  DARKCT Island. Captain Cohan,  



I. 

-. 

2 
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f, A ship will ham to  be pr<mided for this operatione It appears 
that an U T  would be very suitable, and adequate, for transporting the 
Tonstmctbn mterlal to Rongelap, and for carrying the natins fron: l k ~ u r s  
lo Rone;ehpo Very probably separate frigs vill ne requiredc 

go HU? should prefabricate aoraQanenta as much ar practicable 
--t Parry  prior to shippine, w i t h  a v b w  tarard using native Labr to assist 
i n the f h a l  erection of the buildings at Rongelap. 

11, The follodng additional factors  should be gjwr consiierztlo- 
2 future plaxling, 

(1) Native labor should be used as much as Frc'zticaS"lc 2, 
eas estimated 20 to 30 effective laborers could be obtairei. frox 
ongel2.p @OUp 0 

(2) An hitiel supply of food must be pmvideih b s u s t ~ k ~  
he colony until it has been m-established on a self-suaWaing basis: 

(3)  During the preliminary construct&on survq, spedal 
t t e n t b n  should be given to the condition of the boats whick  were ab=- 
m e d  t-y t h e  bngelap people when they were hastily evamatrd &ring  

-RSTLX:, 
.o asdstfng in their mpbcement. 
ave boats, 

3:f these boats cannot be repalred, consideration n.-zt lx $ver 
It i s  apparent that the:€ pe3p-b m r t  

(4) If the people are relocated during the Cty season, EX;!.. 
icient water must be pmvlded to fill the cisterns which it211 have to 3.e 
?,-t of the rehabilitating program. 

3rmn has died so far, This man was buried on EJIT, Mr Neas believes 
( 5 )  r z ~ r i n g  the Odyssey of the fiongehp people, only O;?E 

.iat they trill desire to bring back the body with them fo:* r e b i a ? ,  at 

. sngel2iL 

7, I n  accordance with oral hstructions from the Chief of S t a f f ,  
-1, ~ 3 1  now have cognizance of matters pertaining to t h o  wnement of 
ie Rorge-Ap natives w k  ta their native island, 
> J-1, any Wormation needed for this planning now he l l  bj ._7-30 

5-3 Id11 aake at*ailaXe 

\I. 1% COL1f.IP.N 
Captain, I f .  S. Xavy 
Deputy AC of S, 5-3 

3 


