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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Phone Conversation with Maj Gen Ernest Pinson, 
USAF (Ret) 

1. On 18 November 1985, I called Najor General Ernest Pinson 
about his involvement in Project 2.66 at Operation HEDWING. This 
call was initiated in response to Hepresentative Markey's inquiry 
on the subject. We talked for about a half an hour. 

2 .  General Pinson said all of the men who flew through the cloud 
were volunteers. He and the men from the Air Force Special 
Weapons center (AFSWC) planned tne project and agreed that it 
could be safely done. The AFSWC men volunteered themselves. 
They then spoke to the Tactical Air Command (TAC) pilots about 
the project. General Pinson told them why this was needed, what 
was going to happen, what were the hazards, what sort of 
radiation levels could be expected and the biological effect of 
this exposure. General Pinson told the TAC pilots that he would 
be the first pilot into each nuclear cloud. He put no pressure 
on the TAC pilots whatsoever. Pinson wound up with more 
volunteers than he needed. 

3 .  He advised the TAC pilots and AFSWC men not to wear lead 
vests or use filters in their aircraft. i-ie said this provided 
neglible protection and a false sense of security. He did not 
want the men to become dependent on these devices when they 
offered no real protection. 

4. General Pinson said this project was not in any way a human 
experiment, nor were the men guinea pigs. The project's goal was 
to measure radiaiton levels, not to study the biological effects 
of low level ionizing radiation. The expected and observed 
radiation levels were too low to produce a noticeable effect. 
Manned aircraft were used because previous attempts using drone, 
missile or  cannister collection methods had proved inadequate or 
inaccurate. 
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5. 
b e f o r e  t h e  d e c o n t a m i n a t i o n  ( d e c o n )  crews began  t h e i r  work. 
S t a n d a r d  decon p r o c e d u r e s  were used  and  r a d i a t i o n  s a f e t y  m o n i t o r s  
were a l w a y s  present .  The a e c o n  and g round  crews worked unde r  t h e  
task f o r c e  exposure s t a n d a r d s  of 3 . 9  rem. 

6 .  He o r i g i n a l l y  a sked  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  Surgeon G e n e r a l  t o r  a 
maximum p e r m i s s a b l e  e x p o s u r e  ( W E )  l e v e l  of 50 R .  P inson  f e l t  
b e  was t h e  l e a d i n g  expert  in t h e  A i r  F o r c e  on t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  a n d  
t h a t  s u c h  e x p o s u r e s  would cause no  b i o l o g i c a l  harm. The 50 H 
l i m i t  was more t h a n  needed ,  b u t  h e  p r o p o s e d  t h i s  f i g u r e  t o  c o v e r  
any  e v e n t u a l i t y  what -so-ever .  The 50 H f i g u r e  was e v e n t u a l l y  
lowered  t o  20  R ,  b u t  even  t h i s  f i g u r e  was s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  General 
P i n s o n .  

7 .  T h e  g r e a t e s t  d a n g e r ,  h e  s a i d ,  was t h e  normal  o p e r a t i o n a l  
h a z a r d s  o f  f l y i n g ,  n o t  t h e  r a d i a t i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  one  p i l o t  d l e d  
when h i s  a i r c r a f t  e x p l o d e d  while  f l y i n g  i n  a r a i n  s to rm.  B e  was 
a i r b o r n e  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a d e t o n a t i o n  when t h e  a i r c r a f t  
e x p l o d e d .  The d e t o n a t i o n  was i a t e r  cance l led  due t o  t h e  
w e a t h e r .  R a d i a t i o n  was n o t  a f a c t o r  i n  t h e  p i l o t ’ s  d e a t h .  

8 .  G e n e r a l  P i n s o n  i s  p a r t  of the  DNA o v e r  25  rem program. He is 
i n  good h e a l t h  and h a s  a c l e a r  r.iemory. He was i n v o l v e d  i n  many 
n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g  p r o j e c t s .  He was a l i n e  o f f i c e r  p i l o t ,  and  
e a r n e d  d o c t o r a t e s  i n  p h y s i o l o g y  a n d  p h y s i c s .  

9 .  General P i n s o n  i n d i c a t e d  h i s  wi1:ingness t o  come and t a l k  
a b o u t  t h i s  s u b j e c t  t o  DNA o f f i c i a l s  o r  C o n g r e s s ,  i f  i t  was 
n e c e s s a r y .  

The p l a n e s  were t h o r o u g h l y  monitored by t h e  AFSWC personnel 
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