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oood afternoon, gentlemen, On behalf of &moral Donnelly, the  

A c t i n g  Chief of the  Defeme A t a i c  Support Agency, I wish t o  express 

our  approciation for t h i s  opportunity of speaking w i t h  you on sore 

of tho aspects of the  Department of Defense atomic weapons program. 

( U R U S  IFIBD) 

EVOLUTION OF DASA 

As you may recall, President Roosevelt set up the Manhattan 

Engineer Project for developrent of the  a t a i c  bomb. 

A t a i c  Energy Corission was created t o  exercise Qoverment monopoly 

of both m i l i t a r y  and c r r c i a l  aspetcts of atomic enorgy. 

thereaf tor ,  a l l  functions doaling with mi l i ta ry  application of atomic 

onergy, which wore not takon away f ro8  the  m i l i t a r y  by l a w ,  were vested 

In 1946, the  

Shortly 

in tho Arwd Forces Spec181 WOapoM Project .  

rodoslg~uted tho Defelyo A t a i c  Support Agoncy (or MSA) and nce ived  

L u t  year, AISWP was 

a now charter,  which I ' l l  d i 8 C U 8 6  later. (UNUASSI?Il!D) 

NATIONAL -1ZATION ?OR A l o y I C  

With t h i s  background on tho l a w ,  let 's turn  to the  Na Lo& organ,- 

t a t i o n  for A t o m i c  Energy. I think it I8 important t o  realize tha t  t h i s  

organication has evolved and doveloped over the  past 14 years. It may 

seem qu i t e  CaplOX; u a ratter of fact, it 18. Rowever, I have shom 

hero only some of the u j o r  elepents.  

Chart You w i l l  note, on the  left side of t h i s  chart, your Joint  Con i t t ee  
u2 
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N e x t ,  the A t o m i c  Energy Cammission and the  Department of Defense, 

both executive agencies reporting d i r e c t l y  t o  the President. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Without elaborating fur ther  on the organization and responsibilities 

of the AEC, I should l i k e  t o  point out those offices or agencies of the 

AEC w i t h  which the DOD is most concerned on a day-to-day and week-to- 

week basis .  (UNCLASSIFIED) 

To meet the majori ty  of Department of Defense requirements within 

the AEC is the Division of M i l i t a r y  Application. 

requires t ha t  the Director of t h i s  divis ion be an act ive m i l i t a r y  o f f icer  

(presently Major General Starbird of the Army). 

staff is mil i ta ry ,  a l l  of whom work f o r  the AEC. 

t a r y  application is concerned with a l l  weapon aspects including: 

The A t o m i c  Energy A c t  

The ma jo r i ty  of h i s  

The Division of M i l i -  

Research and development - test - manufacture - storage - custody- 

and inspection of atomic weapons. (UNCWSIFIED) 

The Division of Mili tary Application establishes policy guidance 

for and directs the a c t i v i t i e s  of two AEC f i e l d  offices:  the Albuquerque 

Operations Office in New Mexico, and the San Francisco Operations Office 

in California. The Albuquerque Operations O f f i c e  (called Au)o) supervises 

the a c t i v i t i e s  of the Sandia Corporation, the Lo8 Alamos Laboratories, 

and the production and assembly plants  of the AEC. It  has authority t o  

l e t  contracts ,  and supervises the AEC's custodians at atomic weapons 

storage sites. 

a c t i v i t i e s  of the weapons laboratory of the University of California 

The Sarr Rancisco  Operations Office supervises the 



The M i l i t a r y  Liaison Committee (MLC) appears next. This committee 

w a s  established by law and consis ts  of the chairman and two senior of f icers  

from each of the three eervices. The Director of the Division of Mil i t a ry  

Application and the Chief, M S A  are advisors t o  the MLC. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

This cammittee is the normal channel of formal communication between 

the DOD and the AEC. However, i n  the exercise of its l i a i son  function, 

it encourages and facilitates informal contacts between agencies of the 

DOD-and the AEC a t  corresponding levels. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

On behalf of the DOD, it advises the  AEC on a l l  atomic energy matters 

it deems necessary t o  r e l a t e  t o  m i l i t a r y  applications of atomic weapons 

or  a tanic  energy. This 'includes: 

Development, manufacture, use and storage of atanic  weapons, 

a l locat ion of special  nuclear material  fo r  m i l i t a r y  research, and control 

of information r e l a t ing  t o  the manufacture or  u t i l i z a t i o n  of atomic 

weapons. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

The MLC a l so  keeps the Secretary of Defense and other appropri- 

ate agencies of the DOD informed on a c t i v i t i e s  concerning the above 

mentioned matters. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

It  fur ther  keeps the AEC currently informed on a l l  DOD matters which 

the Commission deems t o  r e l a t e  t o  the development or  application of a tanic  

energy. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Now a look at the Department of Defense organization. 

On the staff of the Secretary of Defense, you w i l l  note the  Director 

(UNCLASSIFIED) 

of Defense, Research and Engineering, Dr .  Herbert York. The major 



(1) To act as principal advieor t o  the Secretary of Defense 

on r c ion t i f i c  and technical mattorr; and (UNCLASSIFIED) 

(3) To rupervire dl nroa rch  and engineering a c t i v i t i e s  of 

the DOD. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

You w i l l  note throughout tho following comments tha t  t h i s  of f ice  

play. a r 4 o r  ro le  i n  the testin# and development of atomic weapons, 

ao re11 u delivery vehicle.. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

The Assistant t o  the Socrotary of Defense (Atomic  Energy), Mr. Loper, 

1.-the principal s t a f f  a ~ r i r t m t  t o  the Secretary of Defense on atamic 

energy r a t t o r r .  A. much, ho: (UNCLASSIFIED) 

1. Recommends policior and guidance governing DOD planning and 

program developrnsnt . (UNCW8IlIXD) 

2, Develop8 ry8te . r  and c r i t e r i a  f o r  the execution of approved 

plan6 and policies.  (UNCWSIFIXD) 

3. Review8 program6 of the m i l i t a r y  departments fo r  carrying out 

approved policies.  (UNCLASSI?IBD) 

4. Evaluates the admlnirtration and managemnt of approved 

policies and program. (UNCLABSIPIED) 

5. Advirer and aBSiSt8 other o f f i c i a l s  of the DOD on atgqlic 

energy aspects of the DOD pol ic ie r ,  plane, and progranre. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

6. Develop. pol ic ier  and procedures fo r  the tronomlseion of 

information t o  the JCAE and coordinates such information, where appropri- 

ate, with other o f f i c i a l s  and agencies of the DOD and with the Chairman 
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X e  also wpresents the Department of Defense in d i a c u s r i o n ~  with 

other net ionrl  and internat ional  organitations on . t a l c  energy utters 

of mutual i n t e r e s t .  This Assistant to the  Secretary is a180 Chairman 

of the  Mili tary Liaison C o n i t t e e .  (UNCLASSIFIED) 

The Jo in t  Chief6 of S taf f ,  a8 you w e l l  know, are the  principal m i l i t a r y  

8dvimor8 to  the  Secret- of Dafense, the  Nation81 Security Council and 

t h e  Pre8ident. In  t h e  atomic weapons f i e l d ,  they recolaend r e q u i r a e n t s  

both I n  types and ntmbers to t h e  Secretary of Defense. (UNQIASSIFIED) 

Next, appear the JCS Unified and Specified C%m8nders t o  whom the  

a t a i c  weapons are allocated. 

the Defense A t a i c  Support Agency t o  the  Unified 8nd Specified Caranders 

and the Services. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

This elide also 8hW8 the re l r t ionship  of 

Previourly, the  A m d  lrorces Special Weapons Project reported t o  the  

As a direct resu l t  of t h e  DOD reorgani- three Service chief8 separately.  

zation, the  APSWP w a s  redesignated, on 6 May 1959, the  Defense A t o m i c  

Support Agency, and now reports through the JCS t o  the Secretary of 

Defense. (UN~SSIFIBD) 

The mission of t h e  DASA, ba8ically the  8 u e  as APSWP's old mission, 

is t o  a8ri.t the various elements of t he  DOD by providing technical,  

logistic and t ra in ing  advice and service8 in t h e  f i e l d  of atomic weapons, 

and to  supervise Department of Defense atomic weapons test a c t i v i t i e s .  

(vnctlssSIFIBD) 

To accomplish i t 8  mission, DASA is organ 

and Jo in t  T 
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and the national storage sites. T h i s  comprises a to t a l  authorized 

strength of approximately 8,400 personnel, 2,000 of whom are c iv i l i ans ,  

the m a j o r i t y  being non-technical personnel. The mil i tary manning I s  

apportioned among the Services. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

The headquarters organization has a strength of approximately 

300 people. The command of t h i s  organization is rotated among the 

Services. I t  is currently commanded by Major General Donnelly of Field 

Command pending the determination of Admiral Parker's replacement. 

predecessors were A i r  Force and Army generals respectively. The organi- 

H i s  

zation provides fo r  two deputies, each being from a Service other than 

tha t  of the Chief. Key posit ions are held by m e m b e r s  from the different  

Services. Presently, the Deputy Chief of Staff  f o r  Operations is A i r  

Force; the Deputy Chief of Staff  for Research and Development is  Army; 

the  Deputy Chief of Staff  f o r  Weapons Effects and Tests is A i r  Force; 

and the Deputy Chief of Staff  for Damage Assessment Plans is Navy. 

(UNCLASSIFIED) 

Similar Service representation is  dis t r ibuted throughout the 

remainder of the s t a f f ,  (WNCLASSIFIED) 

DASA is also charged with the responsibi l i ty  f o r  providing admin- 

i s t ra t ive  and l o g i s t i c  support t o  the Joint Atomic Information Exchange 

Group, (JAIEG). The Chief of J A I E G  is one of the Deputy Chiefs of the 

DASA. The JAIEG acts as the represeatative of the DOD and the AEC in 

formulating arrangements and providing the channel with other nations 

f o r  transmitt ing and receiving cer ta in  t y p e s  of atomic information. 



Subordinate cammands consist  of: 

char t  JTF-7, which has the responsibi l i ty  f o r  supporting AEC tests 
U6 

and conducting DOD nuclear tests, is presently reduced t o  a planning 

s t a f f  headquarters located at Arlington Hall ,  Virginia. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

The present nuclear test ban and the need for test ranges have 

resulted in the Eniwetok Proving Ground being turned over t o  the Pacif ic  

Missile Range. 

presently in doubt, JTF-7 w i l l  be reduced still fur ther  w i t h  a view 

t o  i ts  f i n a l  elimination. Should a f u l l  scale  test operation again 

be authorized, JTF-7 w i l l  either be reactivated or a s i m i l a r  organization 

w i l l  be formed t o  conduct the tests. During the l a s t  overseas tests, 

JTF-7 ' 8 strength reached approximately 10,000 personnel. 

Since resumption of ful l -scale  overseas testing is 

- 

(UNCLASSIFIED) 

Field Command is located at Sandia Base ,  Albuquerque, New Mexico, 

and commanded by A i r  Force Major General Donnelly. The Commander of 

Field Command is always from a Service other than  tha t  of the chief ,  

Its s t a f f  headquarters and t ra ining activities are j o in t ly  manned by the 

Services. Within Field Camand we have the Sandia Atomic Weapons Depot 

which provides spare par ts  support t o  a l l  Services on AEC-procured item. 

W have s i x  National Stockpile Sites which are each manned by a s ingle  

Service -- 

Although manned by a single Service fo r  erne of administrative con- 

t r o l  of personnel, they are a part of Field Cam 

4 
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As a generalized comparison, they  operate i n  a manner s i m i l a r  t o  

a depot. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

8 

DETAILED MISSION 

In  my detai led discussion of the DASA mission, I w i l l  cover what 

we consider are the four major areas of responsibi l i ty ,  namely: 

Staff  assistance t o  t h e  OSD and JCS; 

Assistance t o  t h e  Services; 

Weapons e f f ec t s  tes t ing ;  and 

Weapons development. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

- 

In providing s t a f f  assistance t o  the OSD and JCS, we advise and 

assist i n  the preparation of plans f o r  dispersal  and dis t r ibu t ion  of 

atomic weapons; provide administrative and technical management of the 

Jo in t  War Room Annex; maintain current information on the s t a tus  of 

production, modification, stockpiling and retirement programs t o  include 

the review of AEC schedules t o  insure conformance w i t h  DOD requirements; 

and act as the cent ra l  coordinating agency with the AEC on matters per- 

taining t o  the research, development, production, stockpiling and testing 

of atomic weapons. In addi t ion ,  the Secretary of Defense made provisions 

i n  the charter fo r  Chief, DASA t o  render other assistance 88 required. 

(UNCLASSIFIED) 

The assietance which DASA renders t o  the Services f a l l s  i n to  three 

general areas: technical,  l o g i s t i c ,  and training. Specif ical ly ,  we 

consolidate requirements and procure for the Services a l l  AEC produced 



t ra in ing  weapons, equipment, spare par ts  and other material; provide 

technical information on atcrmic weapons and c r i t e r i a  fo r  standardizing 

inspection procedures; furnish guidance on accountability and responsi- 

b i l i t y  fo r  RD material; and conduct or ientat ion,  famil iar izat ion,  and 

qual i f icat ion training. We a lso  assist the Services, as required, in 

t h e i r  own t ra ining programs by t ra ining instructors ,  providing 

instruct ional  material ,  and making recommendations as t o  t h e i r  course 

content. Lastly,  we provide stockpile management services as required.  

(UNCLASSIFIED) 

Within our sphere of responsibil i ty fo r  atomic weapons tes t ing ,  we 

obtain requirements f o r  atomic weapons e f f ec t s  information for use in 

operational planning and t o  meet research and develcpment needs of t h e  

DOD; prepare, i n  coordination with the Services and other agencies con- 

cerned, a ful l -scale  test program; and prepare plans for the m i l i t a r y  

phases of tests and budget for items not normally included in Service 

budgets, Af te r  coordinating wi th  the Services or canmanders of Unified 

or Specified Commands, 

capolition and control of forces t o  conduct tests or t o  support the 

AEC in conducting the DOD portions of t e s t s .  A t  the conclusion of 

tests, we prepar= reports and analyses of t h e  r e su l t s  and disseminate 

data t o  appropriate agencies. As requested by the Services or JCS com- 

mands, we provide technical l i a i son  and assistance for any operational 

evaluation t e s t s  involving nuclear detonations, and we coordinate lab- 

we make recommendations t o  the JCS as t o  the 



chart To show our part  in test planning and implementation, here is t h e  
u7 

typical  cycle. Star t ing at the top, the Services submit their  require- 

ments t o  the M S A .  Then, the Service requirements are reviewed and con- 

aolidated t o  prevent duplication of e f f o r t  and provide maximum resu l t s .  

This review re su l t s  i n  the formulation of the general objectives. From 

th i s  follow the spec i f ic  Objectives, which are f i n a l l y  integrated in to  

a weapons effects program. A l l  of these steps are accomplished wi th  

continuing contact and coordination with the Services. To f a c i l i t a t e  

t h i s  coordination, we have established the Weapons Effects Board which 

is composed of DASA and Service representatives, The panels of t h i s  

board consider the Service requirements f o r  e f f ec t s  information in terms 

of the information available and the various technical considerations 

relevant t o  obtaining more information. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Once a Service-coordinated test program is established by the D N A ,  

it is submitted fo r  program approval and funding t o  the JCS,  Director 

of Defense for Research and Engineering, and the Bureau of the Budget. 

The approved investigation may be conducted e i the r  through laboratory 

methods or  by ful l -scale  tests of nuclear weapons or  devices. The choice 

here is based on determining the most su i tab le ,  effect ive and economical 

way of obtaining required information, 

have been hal ted,  the laboratory methods are a l l  we have used f o r  two 

y e a r s .  (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Since actual f i e l d  test operations 

The actual program may be executed, individually or j o in t ly ,  by 

the AEC, Joint Task Force Seven, Field Command M A ,  or  individual 
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contractors. Headquarters, W A  analyzes these reports ,  and then, 

j o in t ly  w i t h  the Services, m a k e s  a f i n a l  evaluation. The evaluation 

either meets the Service requirements or  it opens new areas for  

additional e f f ec t s  research. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Although t h i s  cycle is ohown as continuous, it does not neces- 

s a r i l y  require each individual step.  DASA, as the  primary coordinating 

agency, is able t o  cambine s teps  as appppr ia te .  (UNCLASSIFIED) 

-Now, a discussion of the DASA r e s p o d b i l i t i e s  in the  area of 

atomic weapons developuent. This  chart lists the six phases of 

developnent 89 delineated in the AEC-DOD Agreement of 1953. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Phase 1 - The idea f o r  a new weapon may originate wi th  any of the 

Services o r  AEC. DASA is responsible fo r  providing the primary DOD 

l i a i son  and consolidated guidance t o  the AEC. Important here is t ha t ,  

i f  j u s t i f i e d ,  the idea advances t o  the next phase. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

If Phase 2 is authorized by the DOD, a Feasibi l i ty  Study is con- 

ducted by DASA i n  conjunction w i t h  the  interested Services and the AEC. 

DASA acts  as chairman fo r  the Phase 2 Study Group, and prepares the 

formal report. Provided the r e su l t s  are favorable, and the JCS then 

state an operational requirement for the weapon, the interested Service 

may request the Secretary of Defense t o  authorize phase 3 Development. 

(UNCLASSIFIED) 

If he approves, the secretary of Defense requests the AEC t o  

proceed w i t h  Phaee 3, the Development Engineering Phase, in cooperation 

with the DOD, which is represented usually by the cognizant Service 



and RAW. As soon as possible a f t e r  Phase 3 authorization, DASA submits 

the formal m i l i t a r y  charac te r i s t ics  t o  the Mu: for action and, in turn,  

they are forwarded t o  the AEC as the official  design specifications. 

In  accordance w i t h  these m i l i t a r y  characteristics, the Phase 3 Jo in t  

Working Group coordinates the simultaneous development of the warhead, 

adaption k i t ,  and delivery vehicle. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Phases 4 - Production Engineering, 5 - F i r s t  Production, and 6 - 
Quantlty Production are primarily AEC respons ib i l i t i es ;  however, DASA 

continually evaluates the product t o  be sure i t  meets DOD specif icat ions 

and requirements. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

The determination that weapons are technically ea t i s f  actory f o r  

f u l l  release t o  s tockpi le  t o  include simultaneous transfer t o  the DOD, 

when authorized, is the responsibi l i ty  of the AEC, A f t e r  the weapons 

are accepted i n t o  s tockpi le ,  the DOD is responsible f o r  maintaining 

their functional readiness. T h i s  is accomplished wi th  AEC technical 

assistance as required. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

AEC has the over-all responsibi l i ty  for qual i ty  assurance of the 

stockpile.  

t i ons ,  qual i ty  evaluations and surveys, systems tests of new material  

and the s tockpi le  sampling program. Data obtained as a r e su l t  of these 

various a c t i v i t i e s  provides information on the qual i ty  and r e l i a b i l i t y  

of weapon materiel. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

The Quality Assurance Program includes ver i f ica t ion  inspec- 



MMAGE ASSESSbfENT PLANS 

I spoke earlier of tha t  par t  of the  DASA mission which a t ipu la tes  

other assistance as required. " (UNCLASSIFIED) I1 

Several years ago the Secretary of Defense foresaw the need for 

a MID damage assessment capabili ty t o  support the preparation f o r  and 

prosecution of w a r  plans, 

September 1959 t o  establish a DOD Damage Assessment Center. 

time later, MSA w a s  designated the responsible agency t o  organize the 

DOD/Damage hsesement Center. The general operational concept f o r  the 

DOD/MC has been approved by the JCS. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

This culminated in a MID direct ive in 

A short  

The mission of DOD/MC is t o  conduct pre-attack and post-attack 

damage assesrament in support of the JCS and other appropriate auth- 

o r i t i e s .  This, of course, means damage assessment t o  m i l i t a r y  forces 

and economic resources, not only of the Continental U.S., but a l so  

those of the enemy and our allies. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Current plans are t o  have a development center in l imi t ed  operation 

This w i l l  be in the Pentagon, or  at least in the  by July 1961. 

Washington area. 

m n t a l  center w i l l  be the establishment of an emergency capabfli ty 

for damage assessment in the AJCC t o  serve the JCS in a post-attack 

phase. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Concurrently with the establishment of t h i s  develop- 

An additional function which has been assigned t o  t h i s  section is 

the preparation and maintenance of the  Jo in t  Atomic Weapons Planning 

Manual. This manual is being prepared t o  help simplify the operations 



. 

performed i n  analyzing various t y p  ta rge ts ,  

manual w a s  instrumental i n  the decision t o  designate M A  08 the agency 

t o  establish the MID-MC. (UNCLASSIFIED) I 

The developaent of t h i s  

-- - . . . . -  I _ .  -.. ._... . *  I . ,  - - .,..- > L ../ . - . _. . . 

BUDGET 

chart The Chief, DASA has been delegated cer ta in  authori t ies  by DOD in 
#9 

money and material  matters. By t h i s  authority,  Chief, DASA formulates 

h i s  own budget, based on h i s  requirelllents t o  support h i s  mission. T h i s  

budget is eubmitted t o  the Office of the Secretary of Defense and the 

Bureau of the Budget for review and approval. I t  is supported before 

Congress by Chief, DASA and is carried as a one-line entry i n  t h e  Depart- 

ment of Army's budget. Congressional appropriations are apportioned by 

BOB through OSD t o  the Department of the Army. 

are then made t o  MSA by the OSD. 

Directed allocations 

Th i s  places DASA requirements outside 

of Army cei l ings and, consequently, outside of budget and funding admin- 

i s t r a t i o n  of the Department of the Army. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

chart 
#lo 

This slide shows the breakdown of the budget programs f o r  FY 61. 

L The t o t a l  program amounts t o  77.4 million dollars.  

Research, Developnent , Test  and Evaluation Account f o r  63% - 
$48.7 million. 

Operations and Maintenance - 28% - $21.6 million. 

Procurement of Equipment and Missiles - 7% - $5.1 million. 

M i l i t a r y  Construction - 2% - approximately 2.0 million. 

(UNCLASSIFIED) 



S m Y  

As you m i g h t  imagine from the enormow size of our otockpile of 

atomic weapons, sa fe ty  plays an important ro le  within M A .  We review 

the m i l i t a r y  characteristics of the mapons under developuent t o  Insure 

I 1  they provide for mufficient safety, and we play a conjunctive0 ro le  in 

the preparation of safety rules which apply t o  weapons systems placed 

i n t o  operational use. 

Chart 
u11 

The Services prepare safety s tudies  for each reapon system pr ior  

t o  i ts  being placed i n t o  operational use. In each case, a representative 

from our Field Command par t ic ipates  with the Group which prepares the 

study. The study is processed through the par t icu lar  Service channels 

and serves as a basis for a draf t  JCS paper wri t ten by tha t  Service. 

This  paper contains the proposed controls and procedures which w i l l  

apply during a l l  phases of operational readiness, t ra in ing ,  l og i s t i c  

movements, maneuvers, and exercises. 

o f f i c i a l  commrsnts t o  the Service. After that ,  it I s  processed througb 

T h i s  paper cams8 t o  us for our 

the JCS, the Secretary of Defense, coordinated 88 required with the  AEC, 

and, i f  necessary, forwarded t o  the President. 

forwards the s a f e t y  rules  t o  the Services and CINC's f o r  implementation. 

On approval, the JCS 

As you can see, the review procedure empheeizes the  high leve l  a t  

which s a f e t y  rules are considered and the importance which is placed 

upon them. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

15 



I 've mentioned what we do i n  an e f fo r t  t o  prevent accidents. Now, 

I 'd  like t o  t e l l  you what happens if, i n  s p i t e  of o w  best e f fo r t s ,  some- 

thing does go wrong. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

The following things must be done i n  each case. A lot of interested 

people must be t o ld  what has happened; and proper action m u s t  be i n i t i a t ed  

t o  minimize the effects. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

To do t h i s ,  we use a special  reporting system, which provides cover- 

age for both nuclear accidents and incidents. (UNCLASSXJFIED) 

Accidents are defined as unexpected events of a serious nature 

involving a nuclear weapon or canponent. 

loss or  ser ious damage, detonation of the weapon, radioactive contami- 

nation, and public hazards. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Included i n  t h i s  category are 

Incidents are less serious events, involving human e r ro r s ,  mal- 

functioning of equipment, and conditions causing some, but not serious,  

damage t o  the wapon. These accident and incident reports are prepared 

as soon as possible after the event and provide necessary information 

t o  the Services, DAM, the AEC, the DOD and the Jo in t  Nuclear Accident 

Coordinating Center. This center ,  called JNACC, w a s  established at 

Field Connnand t o  provide a centralized agency f o r  coordinating response 

t o  requests fo r  assistance and maintaining information pertaining t o  

nuclear accidents. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

In responding t o  requests for assistance,  the JNACC acts  as a 

cent ra l  hub, With headquarters a t  Sandia Base i n  Albuquerque, the 
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Director of JNACC maintains an alert system dich perrite i m d i a t e  

contact with any of the Nuclear Assistance Teams mrintained by the 

Serv iws ,  and w i t h  the A t o m i c  Energy Commission, and MSA. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

The JNACC organization can draw on a technical and operational 

resource of approxinately 450 accident teams whose capab i l i t i e s  

IncluBe : 

Monitoring of A l p h a ,  Beta and Gemma Radiation. 

Plutonium control. 

Chemical monitoring. 

$xplosive ordnance diaposal. 

Radiat ion eicknese treatment . 
Special weapons disposal. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

It i a  in te res t ing  and gratifying t o  note that there hee never been 

a nuclear contribution t o  any exploeion resu l t ing  fran an accident, 

even though high order detonation of the BE has occurred on f ive  occasions. 

On seven O C C ~ ~ I O M ,  weapons have burned without detonation. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Statistically rpeaking, a l l  thoae nuclear weapon accidents which 

have occurred t o  date involve but a very s m a l l  f rac t ion  of the national 

etockpile. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Gentlenmn, in cloeing I would l i k e  t o  express our appreciation 

We hope it has for tPi8 opportunity of briefing you on our agency. 

given you a clearer picture  of who we are and what we 8re~ capable of 

doing. 

attempt t o  answer them fo r  you. 

If you have any par t icu lar  questions we would be glad t o  

(UNCLASSIFIED) 
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