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OFFICE OF THE ASSKTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 23 ML 1974

Dr. Dixy Lee Ray
Chai rman
Atomic Energy Commission
Washington, DC 20545

In reply refer to:
1-5931/74

Dear Dr. Ray:

‘The attached copy of the District Legislature’s Resolution No.
38 ND-1, “Expressing the displeasure of the Marshall Islands

Nitijele to the Government of the United States for the treat-
ment of the chiefs and their people regarding their atoll,
Rongerik Atoll”, contains a concern over the “... radiation

in the soil, the forestry, the crops and the fish in the sur-

rounding sea or to determine whether Rongerik is safe enought
for them to return and live . ..” Consequently, a copy is
provided as a matter of interest to your agency. Also attached
is a blind copy of the Department of Defense response to the
Resolution.

Sincerely,
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFE.NSE - ,, .
WASH~G70N, D. C. 2C301

23 J’JL1974

In reply refer to:
1-5931/74.-

Mr. Atlzn Anien, Speaker

Marshall Islands Legislature
P.O. BOX 24
Majuro, Marshall Islands
96960

-.

,

.

Dear Speaker Anien:

[ wish to acknowledge for the Secretary of Defense his receipt
of the Marshall Islands District Legislature’s Resolution
No. 38 N.D.-1, “Expressing the displeasure of the Marshall

Islands Nitijela to the Government of the United States for the
treatment of the chiefs and their people regarding their atoll,
Rongerik Atoll”, a copy of which was forwarded in your letter

of June 25, 1974.

The question of determining if “... there is radiation in the
soil, the forestry, the crops and the fish in the surrounding
sea...” is a matter under the purview of the Ato,mic Energy

Commission, and f shall “forward a copy of your resolution to
that organization for their investigation of this matter.

Sincerely,

T. J. B~wl?y
. FQ3r Ad-’-”’1,USN —-...

Director, EaAL Asia E %Cific I??.gfon
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RSHALL ISLAIIDSNITIJELA.

ST REGULAR SESSIOIJ,1974 .
RESOLUTION NO. ~

N.D.-l

I
A RESOLUTION I

cpressingthe displeasure of the Marshall Islands Nitijela to -.

~e Government of the United States for the t~eztnent :f the
liefs and their people reg?mdlng their atoll, ~onG~rl~ Ltoll.

.
WHEREAS, it Is now twenty-five years since the United

tates tezted atomic and hydroGen bombs; and’ .

WHEREAS, the people of Rongerik knew that the f:llout from

he testing on Bikini affected R~ngerik; and

WHEREAS, during these twenty-five years~ the R~nEertkese.

,eop~ehave not been able to return to Rongerik but hnve been

.ivlngon various atolls such as Rongelap and Kwajalcln; and

.WHEH-MS,the chiefs and the people strongly bi?llevcthat

urlng the testing of the bombs, the ashes which fell on Rongelzp
.

nd Utl.rikalso fell on Rongerik; and that the ham”done to ttiose

wo atolls”wa~ also done to Rr*VOF~’-:
.-+

WHEREAS, the chiefs and their people lack my scientific

aowledge

:orestm,

leternlne

to deternine if there Is rzdlatlon In the soil, the

the crops and the fish in the surrounding sea or to

~~hethcrRongerlk is safe enough for them to retmn and

.,...

.,,., .,

Live; and

WREREAS, although often by resolution in past sessions, the “1

farshall’’IslandsEitljela has expressed these feelings.of the

chiefs and their ?eopiex together with the DLstrLcZ hdnl~tstrzt~r
I

of C~e ;,larshallsand the High Commissioner Of the Trust Terrlto~?

of the Pacific Islands, to the Govern~ent of the United Stztes,

I

I
I
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;O urge the District Administrator of the Mamhalls, the ConCres3

>f itlcronesia;the High Comm.lssionerof the Trust Territory of $

>ne Pacl.ficIsl.mds, the United }[ations,the Secretary Or the

)epartment of Dcsfense,th~ Secretary of the Department of State,

md the President of the United States, to join forces and convinc

the ConSress of the UnLted States to make snends fop the daaage

ione to the Rongerlk chiefs, their people and their island in ways

that would yield a better M.vlng and settlement; and that”the-

:ongress of the UnLted States appropriate $1,000,000 to help these

people and

BE IT

purpose is

chiefs and

Court; and

BE IT

.,
their atoll accordingly; and

FURTiHIR RESOLTLD that If no action regarding this

taken by the Congress of the United States that these

their people proceed end take the matter to the VOP13
-.

e-

FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this reso-

liit~~i, b? Sent to tk ?FestCent @f the Un3ted States; to the
.

Speaker of the l!ouseand the President of the Senate of the Con~l

of the United States; to the Secretaries of the Department of

Interfor, “Defense, and State; to the Ambassadors of the Union of

Soviet Soclallst Republlcs and Peoples Republic of Chinz of the

Trusteeship Council of the United Nations; to the High Co@sslon

of the Senzte and the Spezker of *~he House of Representatives,

Congress of Nlcronesia znd to th% D13trlct Ackainlstrator, !(:?s5zL
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