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P.L. 88-485 provided $950,00C {less 5% fow .egel fees
to 82 exposed inhabitants of Rongelap Atoll or T
individual payments amounted co about $11,000. P.L.
a provision to the effect that ''payment made under the provisions of this
Act Bhall be in full settlement and discharge of all claims against the
United States arising out of the thermonuclear detonatior on March 1,
1954." That release provision operated to discharge ali obligacions”of
the U.S. Government, iaciluding any that might arise Irowm

. furtner damage
suffered by the inhabicants. However the statute expressed the wish

) ia equal payments
neirs, The
35-485 contained

of Congress to assume ‘‘crm nate responsi bL-;_y" te compensate the
Rongelapese for their ”rai-» 6xp05dles.“ The Zallure To anticinaie
health effects that were ent at che tine ‘

consideration by the Cong-. Sug W
could provide the basis for reopen

It is well known that rad:ation injury wmay give rise to tumor deveiopment
after a period of many years. The inacequacy of the periocd of observation
until 1963 for the occurrence or dectection of such iate cifc

Ifects was expressed
in a letter dated March 14, 1963, from Jjohn A. Carver, Jr., Assistant

Secretary of the Interior, to Hon. Wayne N. Aspinall, Chairman, Committee
on Interior and Imsular Affairs, House of Representatives. The letter is
included in H.R. Report No. 110, parc of the legislative history of

P.L. 88-485. The relevant portions of the letier zre as doilows:

In the period immediately following the fallout, many cf the Ron-
gelapese were affected by nausea and itching, a suostaﬂtla’ number
sustained temporary skin burms, and somewha: less sestained
some degree of loss of hair, also tempcrary. In some there
remain some scarring and pigment change at the former of deeper
burns but no evidence of cancerous change in thes ar been
noted. 1In all of the Kongelapese there was sign cant <enrascion

of their blood-forming organs during the 2 months fol Lc:mng exXITSLY "

recovery has taken place in the years since and the counts are now

-generally considered within normal ranges, althcugl, chers =me z few

instances where the counts are lower tchan in comparable unafiected
« individuals.
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There is, to date, no wvidence of Lcumemxa ner of radiction illiness,
Further, whether or nof e zoliazi haa any lifc-shorzen’ng
effects is not szpparvent. I Jdoes aj
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B e ppear, howeveyr, that bone develo,~
ment in young children woo were ted by the Zzllout may have been
retarded, and alsoc that cthere is a possibility of a somewhat greater
incidence of miscarriages and stillbirths among the exposed women.
Neither sufficient time has elapsed nor sufficient knowledge acquired
to permit positive conclusions to be drawn as to the long-raage effect
of the fallout on the Romgelapese.

m [&)

i









