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ATOMTC ENERGY COMMISSION—.

PRESS RELEASE ON OPERATION GREENHOUSE.—— ——

N,te by the Secretary,

1. on March ~, 1951, the Associate Director, Division of

Information Services, :(lbmittedfor the approval of the Com-

missioners and the General Manager a draft press release on

Operation GREENHOUSE. On March 8, subsequent to Commission

approval of the draft release, it was submitted for the approval

of the Special Ccmm:ttee of the National

Atomic Energy.

2. Attached f,r the information of

Security Council on

the Commission is a

memorandum frcm the Executive Secretary (f the NSC advising of

approval of the release by the Special Cc)mmitteeon Marcr,14,

1951, and by the PresLdcnt on March 17, 1951. Also attached

is a letter ‘ccthe Executive Directcr, The American Instit)Jte

of Architectsj attaching a COPY of the release Pr~.orto

issuance.
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EXECUT~VE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
NATIO!WILSECURITY COUNCIL

WI’>SHINGTON

March 19, 1951

MEMOR[~NDUMFOR: The Eecretary of State
Th.-Secretary of’Defense
The Chairman, Atc,micEncrEy Commission

SUBJECT: pr,,po~edpress Relca:e
on Operation GREEN11OUSE

REFERENCE: Memo for Secretaries of State and Defense
from Executive Secretary, NSC, same subject,
da’:edMarch 9, 1951

Pursuant to apprGV?Il as of March 14 by the Secretaries
of State and Dofcns; of the recommendation by the Chairman,
Atomic Energy Commissionj conta~ned in the r?fercnce memorand~m,
the prLpozed press r,;lea~cattached thcr~to was submitted to
the President for C(r,sidura,tion.

The President, on March 17, 1951, apprc,vodthe proposed
press release attackd to the rcfcrcnce m.mcrandum for issuance
by the Atomic En(;rgyCommission at the e,lrliestpracticable
date.

/s/ James S. Lay, Jr.

JAMES S. LAY, Jr.
Executive Secretary
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UNCLASSIFIED

*

UNITED STATES
AT(IIICENERGY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D. C.

March 19, 1951

Mr. E. R. Purv?s, Executive Director
The ArnericfinInstit~tc of Archit~cts
1741 New Yurk !lvenuc,N. W.
Washington 6, D. C.

Dear Mr. Purves:

This is in rcsp(msc to y~ur recent inquiry as to
provisions made in the test programs at the Atomic Energ
Comml.ssion’sEniwetck Proving Ground.

Extensive prcvis?.onhas been made for the measurem
of w’eapcnseffects cn structures and matsrials of varicu
A m~jcr project is tein~carried out to supplement data
cbtained from oth~r “.tomicblastc. The irxtrumcntation
been mrran.gcdspecifically to provtde data for the devc?
6f zdcquattide~iEn cr~.tcrl.aof inttircstto architects.

I am sorry that I cannot give you morw information
thi~ time, but want tc assure you that this problcm has
given careful attcnt~icm in pl=inn%ngth? test program, an
every effort will b mad; tG make th{;information,availa
the Civil Def:nsc P,clmi.nistrationas rapidly as possible
its analy~i.c.

BecQuse of t!% wide interest in this work, the Cmm
is issuing the att’.chcdpress relc~:u rulativ~ to the t

Sinccruly yours,

Encl:

-2-



ER;\FTPRESS RZLEASE—— —

The Unit~clStat~s Atomic Energy Commission announced today

in re~ponsc to inquiritisfrom the American Institute of Architects

thot test programs at the Commission’s Eniwctok Proving Ground

in tileP..cifiCjnclucb extensive provisions for measurement of

atomic w~apons ~ffccts on structures and rmtcrials of varicus

kinds .

The Ccmnission

is behg c~rrie:dGut

other atomic blasts,

tfi supplement data o.lre~dyobtained from

,;;ithinstrumentation specifically arranged

to provide dztn for t:.cdevelopment Gf dzslgn criteria needed

by architects. This information will be made ?.vailableto the

Civil Defense .!ldmini.~tr?.tion.

The current test program at Eniwetok is being carried out

by Joint Task Fcrce T!iF,EE,cmnmanded by Lt. General Elwood R.

Quesada, US,IF,and is made ‘upof

:i~~, other ci’{ila.gcnc~ez~f the

In crder tc assure the safety of

personnel of the >,rmedServices,

governmer4t,and AEC contractors.

vessels and aircraft operating

in the central Pacific, cnly units of the Task Force are per-

mitted within the dancer area around Enlwctok ;,toll.

Full security restrictions as required by the ~itomic

Energy ;,ctQpply t:)all phases c,fthe test program. No fu?tner

information a~ to the c(.mpositiGn,movement or operrati.onsof

the Task Force is ~tutkc;rizedfor public release at this time.
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